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Chronic Wasting Disease Found in Illinois Deer
With the announcement of the first case of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
in an Illinois deer, hunters and others have been seeking information about
this disease and safe practices for handling deer.  CWD is a fatal neurological
disease that affects elk, white-tailed deer, and mule deer. It is not known to
affect livestock or humans. It was first diagnosed in Colorado in 1981 and has
since been found in several states.  The University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine has compiled a list of state and federal Internet sites to
help the public find authoritative answers to their questions. See  http://
www.cvm.uiuc.edu/czr/cwd.html.

Historical European Corn Borer Data Available
on the Web
Kevin Steffey, Extension Specialist, Urbana, 217.333.6652, ksteffey@uiuc.edu

We sincerely hope you find the historical information about European corn
borer densities in Illinois useful. We suspect that the data can be used in many
ways, including determination of economic impact of corn borers and
planning for use of Bt corn for management of European corn borers. Please
feel free to use the data in any manner you deem appropriate. If you develop
slides or handout sheets from the Web site, please attribute the source of the
information—University of Illinois, Extension Entomology, Department of
Crop Sciences and Illinois Natural History Survey. Getting the data from fall
surveys of second-generation European corn borers in Illinois from 1943
through 2001 on to a website was a massive undertaking. The people involved
in this process are too numerous to mention. All of this was made possible by
a grant (Illinois IPM On-Line) from the Illinois Council on Food and
Agricultural Research (C-FAR).

For an overview and an explanation for the fall surveys of second-generation
European corn borers in Illinois, go to http://www.ipm.uiuc.edu/fieldcrops/
insects/ european_corn_borer/fall_survey.html. From this site, you can link to
farm.edu (http://space1.itcs.uiuc.edu/website/farmedu, also developed with
funding from a C-FAR grant), which includes the European corn borer
database from 1943 through 2002.  When you get to the Web site, click on
“European Corn Borer, 1943-2002” in the left panel. When the new Web page
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loads, you should see an outline map of Illinois that
includes all counties and crop reporting districts (as
created by the Illinois Agricultural Statistics Service).
At the site you will be able to view data collected from
individual counties, for crop reporting districts, or for
the state. For individual counties or specific crop
reporting districts, you can select the county or district
of interest from the menus provided, or you can click
on the county or district in the outline map. If you do
the latter, the county or district of interest will be
indicated in yellow. You also can view data for all
years or for selected years (e.g., 1950-1975, 1990-
2000). In the lower portion of the panel, you can
access specific information for a given year for either
individual counties (default) or crop reporting districts.
The information is presented in both graph and colored
map formats. For a brief explanation about how to use
and navigate the Web pages, click on “Help” in the
upper right of the panel titled “European Corn Borers.”

Containment for On-Farm
Storage of Agrichemicals
Bruce E. Paulsrud, Extension Specialist, Urbana, 217.244-9646,
paulsrud@uiuc.edu
Source: Illinois Department of Agriculture brochure, 8/02

The Illinois Pesticide Act and rules contain
requirements for the proper storage and handling of
pesticides and fertilizers. Original requirements mainly
focused on commercial and noncommercial facilities
and became effective January 1, 1990. Many changes
have occurred in agriculture since 1990, including
merger and consolidation of many agrichemical
companies and an increase in farm size. These changes
have made on-farm, noncommercial storage of bulk
agrichemicals more feasible.The Illinois Director of
Agriculture, under the authorities granted in the IL
Pesticide Act and the Illinois Fertilizer Act of 1961, is
responsible for creating reasonable requirements for
storage and handling of agrichemicals. Increases in the
number of producers installing or considering addition
of bulk-storage facilities on farms facilitate the need
for environmentally responsible and economically
reasonable containment requirements.

Requirements: Effective July 1, 2002, Illinois
farmers who were not subject to the earlier
requirements and who have been or will be storing
agrichemicals in excess of certain amounts will be
required to provide secondary containment for those

storage tanks. Producers will be required to register their
sites and apply for a containment permit through the
Illinois Department of Agriculture. These new
containment requirements for on-farm storage sites are
not as comprehensive as those for commercial facilities.
All liquid pesticide and liquid fertilizer nonmobile
storage tanks at an on-farm storage facility must be
located within a secondary-containment structure. Dry
fertilizer or dry pesticide materials must be stored in a
manner to prevent pollution by minimizing losses to the
air, surface water, underground water, or subsoil. Dry
pesticides and fertilizers must be stored inside a sound
structure or device having a cover or roofed top,
sidewalls, and base adequate to prevent contact with
precipitation and surface waters.

Definition: An on-farm storage facility is a permanent
site designed and used for noncommercial storage of
pesticides or fertilizers for more then 45 consecutive
days in a single, nonmobile container that exceeds the
following capacities: 300 gallons of bulk liquid
pesticides, 300 pounds of bulk dry pesticides, 5,000
gallons of bulk liquid fertilizer, or 50,000 pounds of
bulk dry fertilizer. Also, to qualify as an on-farm storage
facility, it must not be used for commercial purposes or
would not meet the entire definition of a non-
commercial agrichemical facility, which includes mixing
and loading of agri-chemicals and the noncommercial
application of pesticides and fertilizers.

Time frame: All existing on-farm storage facilities
may continue to operate as they meet the compliance
time frames listed here. Facilities not in existence on
July 1, 2002, must install secondary containment before
the storage facility can be operated. All existing on-farm
storage facilities must register with the Illinois
Department of Agriculture by March 31, 2003. Upon
receipt of a completed registration form, the department
will issue a compliance schedule to each registered
facility by June 30, 2003. Detailed construction plans
and specifications of the secondary-containment
structure must be submitted to the department as part of
the permit application by March 31, 2004. Permits must
be obtained before any construction can begin. All
secondary-containment construction must be completed
by June 30, 2005. Contact the Illinois Department of
Agriculture for registration forms and additional
information:  On-Farm Storage Facility Program Illinois,
Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Environmental
Programs, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL 62794-9281,
217.785.2427 or 800.641.3934.
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New Curriculum For Certified
Livestock Manager Training
Randy Fonner; (217) 333-2611; refonner@uiuc.edu; Ted Funk; 217.
333.9313; funkt@uiuc.edu, Writer: Leanne Lucas; 217.244.9085.
llucas@uiuc.edu

The Livestock and Poultry Environmental Stewardship
(LPES) Curriculum will be the textbook of choice in this
year’s Certified Livestock Managers Training Workshops.
More than 30 experts from 15 land-grant universities, the
Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Agricultural
Research Service have developed, reviewed and tested the
national core curriculum that will be used in the Illinois state-
mandated livestock manager training. “We had a very good
base of knowledge in our previous manual,” said Ted Funk,
agricultural engineer and creator of the Certified Livestock
Managers Training Workshop. “But now we’ve expanded
that base. We have authors from all over the United
States. The LPES curriculum has given us new material and
increased our confidence in our training.” The LPES
curriculum was also approved by a variety of agencies and
organizations, including the Environmental Protection
Agency, the American Farm Bureau, the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association and the National Pork Board.

Randy Fonner, Extension specialist and coordinator of the
workshops, believes the release of the LPES curriculum
comes at an opportune time. In December of this year, the
EPA will issue new regulations for Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations. “This curriculum explains the science
behind specific issues and practices,” he said. “It will help
producers understand the reasons for so many rules changes.”

Since the Livestock Management Facilities Act was passed in
Illinois in May of 1996, certification in livestock manure
management is required for producers with more than 300
animal units, and must be renewed every three years. For
certification, producers with 300 to 999 animal units can
choose from three options: 1) Attend a Certified Livestock
Managers Training Workshop. 2) Take a series of six quizzes
on the Internet at www.livestocktraining.com. 3) Pass the
written exam given by the IL Dept of Ag. Producers with
more than 1000 animal units must attend the workshop or
take the quizzes and pass the Illinois Department of
Agriculture’s written exam. The questions for the online
quizzes and the written exam are currently being re-written
from the LPES curriculum. (See Educational Opportunities
for a list of workshops available close to you.)

Research Results
Identifying and Reducing
Sources of Nitrates in Illinois
Waters
C-FAR  97I-048-5-UIUC
Robert Hoeft , Extension Specialist, Dept. of Crop Sci.,
Urbana, E.D. Nafziger, Extension Specialist, Dept. of Crop
Sci., R.L. Mulvaney, Dept. of Nat. Res. and Envir. Sci.
Source: http://web.aces.uiuc.edu/c-far/cfarreporting/
display.cfm?project_id=73

Purpose and Goals

1. To ascertain the effect of rate and time of N
application on nitrate-N concentration and
content in water from tile lines.

2. To evaluate the effect of previous N
 management on current N needs.

3. To evaluate the effect of previous N
management on recovery of fertilizer N.

4. To evaluate the effect of previous N
management on fertilizer N transformations in
soil.

Outcomes and Impact

Nitrate loss from tile lines was greater in years in
which corn was grown than when soybean were
grown. Nitrate loss was directly related to the rate
of N used in the field, being highest on those fields
that had substantially more N applied than
recommended by the University of Illinois. This
was true both in the years in which corn was
grown as well as the years in which soybean were
grown. Nitrate-N loss was greatest in years in
which excess precipitation occurred and were very
low in years of low rainfall (2000). Use of the
recommended rate of N application resulted in
minimal N loss from tile lines. Residual soil
nitrate-N levels were generally highest on fields
having a history of excessive rates of N application.
The relationship between time of N application
and N loss from tile lines was very low.

Ag Fact �
Nematodes are amazingly diverse. Twenty
thousand species have been described, but it is
thought that 500,000 species may exist. Five
thousand soil species have been described.
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Rural Route 2
is Available at 1-800-468-1834

Rotational Grazing for Sheep
C-FAR 00I-002-3-WIU
John Carlson, Agriculture, Western Illinois University, Roger
Staff, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Dean Oswald,
Extension Educator, Macomb, Norbert Pohlman, Illinois Lamb
and Wool Producers Premiere Sheep Supply, Washington, Iowa
Source: http://web.aces.uiuc.edu/c-far/cfarreporting/
display.cfm?project_id=118

Purpose and Goals
The purpose of this trial was to evaluate the advantages
or disadvantages of rotational grazing for lambs and
ewes. Lamb differences were evaluated on the basis of
average daily gain during the grazing period, while
ewe differences were evaluated on the basis of body
condition scores. Based on the results of this trial,
sheep producers will be better able to ascertain
whether they should rotationally graze their pastures,
or continuously graze the pasture as one large pasture.
Outcomes and Impact
This trial was conducted in two separate years,
including a total of 60 lambs and 44 ewes. Two lambs
died during the trial due to causes not related to the
trial. Starting weight of the lambs was not signific-
antly different between the rotationally grazed group
and the continually grazed group. Lambs gained
significantly faster when rotationally grazed rather
than continuous grazed, with a difference of .08 lbs.
per day. In addition, when the continuous pasture was
depleted, all lambs were turned in to the rotational
pasture which was grazed for four additional weeks.
In the ewe trial, there was no significant difference in
body scores at the beginning of the trial. During the
course of the grazing season, continuously grazed ewes
dropped in average condition score by .159 scores,
while the rotational group increased their average
score by .432, which was a significant difference.
When the continuous pasture was depleted, all ewes
were grazed on the rotational pasture, which carried
all of the ewes an additional four weeks.

Resources to Consider
Publications Plus –University of Illinois Agricultural
and Horticultural Publications
Call 1.800.345.6087 or order on the web
www.PublicationsPlus.uiuc.edu

It’s a one-stop shop for a current catalog of research-
based information (Mastercard and VISA accepted)

New editions
Illinois Agricultural Pest Management Handbook –

2003 (IAPM-03)
$24.00, plus shipping

Illinois Agronomy Handbook - 2003 (C1383)
$15.00, plus shipping

Illinois 2003 Handbook Set:  Illinois Agricultural Pest
Management Handbook and Illinois
Agronomy Handbook (SET220-03)
$35.00, plus shipping

Illini Crop Pro CD  - 2003 (SET221-03-CD)
$40.00, plus shipping

   This CD now includes IAPM-03, C1384, the 2002
issues of Pest Management and Crop Development
Bulletin and the Proceedings from the Crop Protection
Tech Conference. All cross-searchable.

Pesticide Applicators Self-study CD-ROM
(SP39-7-CD)

Stored Grain Pest Management Self-study CD-ROM
(SP39-8-CD).

The Private Applicator CD contains eight movie
presentations (about 3 hours total) and retails for $20.
The Stored Grain Pest Management CD contains six
movie presentations (about 2.5 hours total) and retails
for $30. They are a convenient way for producers and
grain handlers to learn at their own pace at home or at
the office. Applicators can review anytime—before
taking a certification exam or whenever needed as a
refresher.  The Private Applicator CD was developed to
prepare Illinois producers for the Private Pesticide
Applicator certification exam. The Stored Grain Pest
Management CD was developed to serve two grain-
storage audiences: private applicators needing
certification in the “Grain Fumigation” category and
commercial, not-for-hire applicators needing
certification in the “Grain Facility” category.

To use these CDs, you will need a Pentium-based
(or equivalent) computer equipped with at least 32 MB
of RAM, CD-ROM drive, sound card and speakers,
Windows 98 or newer, and Internet Explorer or
Netscape 4.0 or newer.

http://www.extension.uiuc.edu/ruralroute/

The Rural Route 2 service is designed to help farm

families get through tough times. This confidential

service provides referrals for farm business and

family financial advice; helps manage economic as

well as personal situations; helps locate local

support; and identifies assistance through

the Illinois Farm Development Authority.

�
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Ag Help Wanted, p. 242
Western Farm Management Extension Committee
Media Contact: Dell Rae Moellenberg, 970.491.6009,
dellrae.moellenberg@colostate.edu

The book can help agricultural professionals better
manage their labor resources. It outlines inventive
ideas that managers currently use to help them meet
human resource needs; what the roles and responsibilities
of an agricultural and horticultural employee are;
organizational planning such as legal requirements and
ergonomic principals that reduce injuries; staffing
agricultural businesses; supervising agricultural work;
management styles; strategies to develop teamwork;
managing employee performance; benefits; pay
structures; communication and problem solving. The
book is supported with extensive supplementary
material that is linked to the book’s Web site,
www.aghelpwanted.org. This information includes
hundreds of links to useful resources such as regulatory
agencies and service organizations as well as useful
forms and one-minute videos depicting examples of
management tactics. To order: on-line at: http://
aghelpwanted.org/ or contact: orders@aghelpwanted.org,
or write Univ. of Wyoming, Dept. of Ag and Applied
Econ., P.O. Box 3354, Laramie, WY  82071-3354,

A Guide to the Common Forage and
Weeds of Pasture, p 48
This contains management information on 30 forages
and 56 weeds.
Order from MO Forage and Grasslands Council, 2000
E Broadway #225, Columbia, MO 65201, 573.499.0886

In the Eyes of the Law, Legal Issues
Associated with Direct Farm Marketing
A sample of the publication and information is at http:/
/www.extension.umn.edu/abstracts/nonweb/
abstract.html?item=07683.
Order by calling 800.876.8636.

Designing Feeding for Natural and
Organic Pork Production, (07736-BU)
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/
livestocksystems/DI7736.html
This publication reviews nutrition and management
practices that allow producers to raise pigs under
natural conditions or in a manner that allows for
organic certification. To order, call the Univ. of Minn.
Distribution Center, 800.876.8636

Round Bale Silage Video
David Ditsch, Ext. Spec., Mike Collins, Ext. Spec. and Jimmy
Henning, Ext. Spec., Univ. of Kentucky, Agricultural
Communications Services

Baled silage can improve the quality of these stored
forages by eliminating most weather - related losses
associated with hay production. There are a few things
needed in order to be successful in baling, wrapping
and using round bale silage.  This video discusses
cutting time, wrapping, types of wrappers and using
bales silage.

To order: contact the University of Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service. Send a check for $20
payable to the University of Kentucky to: Agriculture
Communications Services, Instructional Video Library,
131 Scovell Hall, Lexington, KY 40546-0064

Environmental Impacts of Livestock on
U.S. Grazing Lands
http://www.cast-science.org/pubs/grazinglands_ip.pdf
This Issue paper takes a critical look at the
environmental impacts of grazing systems and provides
guidance on land management tools. Occupying more
acreage than any other single land type in the United
States, grazing lands constitute more than 860 million
acres (350 million hectares) of private and public lands
stretching from coast to coast and beyond. Printed
copies can be ordered by mail: CAST, 4420 W. Lincoln
Way, Ames, Iowa 50014-3447 or E-mail: cast@cast-
science.org

Animal Diet Modification to Decrease
the Potential for Nitrogen and
Phosphorus Pollution
http://www.cast-science.org/pubs/
animaldietmodif_ip.pdf
This paper examines the specific issues related to
animal diets and the progress that has been made since
1996. The paper specifically addresses the
volatilization of nitrogen in the form of ammonia. It
also covers issues surrounding manure nutrient
distribution. It identifies the important technologies
and interrelated actions that are now available to help
poultry, swine, beef and dairy producers fine-tune the
protein and phosphorus content of animal diets Printed
copies can be ordered by mail: CAST, 4420 W. Lincoln
Way, Ames, Iowa 50014-3447 or
E-mail: cast@cast-science.org

�
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University of Illinois Agriculture Events
New programs are being confirmed every day. Keep in
touch with your Extension Office for programs
addressing the topics that interest you and are offered
in your County. To find your counties website go to:
http://web.aces.uiuc.edu/ve/

2003 Illinois Crop Protection
Technology Conference
January 7 and 8, Urbana
The 2003 program will be held at the Illini Union on
the University of Illinois. Numerous CCA-CEU’s
available. Register by calling Conferences and
Institutes at 217.333-2880 or toll-free at 877.455-2687,
or at www.conted.uiuc.edu/fmpro/cptc2003.html.

Highlights of the conference include the following:
Keynote session
• Homeland Security and Ag Bio-
• Integrated Food and Ag-Biosecurity Command and

Control Concept
• Homeland Security in Illinois: An Agenda
• Decision Making in Times of Uncertain Crises:

Consumers’ Risk Attitudes and Risk Perceptions
• National Plant Pest and Disease Network:

Increased Vigilance for Agricultural Security
Six symposia (four presentations within each
symposium)
• Environmental Stewardship and Spray Drift
• Invasive Species
• Improving Water Quality and Natural Resources

4 - Key Pest and Crop Management Issues
• Stewardship of Transgenic Technologies
• New Developments in Crop Protection Products:

A University’s
Fifteen seminars (smaller group interactions)
•  Conflict An Opportunity for Development
• Economics of Site-Specific Management
• Biology and Control of Selected Problem Weeds
• Aquatic Weed Management
• Earthworms and Soil Management Practices
• Disease Interactions: SCN, SDS, and BSR: What’s

Going on Here?
• Stress and the Common Corn Plant
• Managing Birds, Deer, and Small Rodents in the Field
• Getting It Right the First Time: Calibrating Field

Sprayers

• Transmission of Bean Pod Mottle Virus in
Soybeans by Bean Leaf Beetles and Western
Corn Rootworm Adults

• Herbicide Fate as Influenced by the Soil
• Winter Annual Weed Management
• CSI: Crop Symptom Investigation
• Drift Reduction Tools and Techniques
• Understanding Herbicide Modes of Action:

Invaluable in Diagnosing Herbicide Injury and
Preventing Resistance Development

Illinois/ Wisconsin Stateline Horse
Conference
Feb. 22, 9:00 am 4:00 pm, Bristol, WI

Horse owners wanting an overview of best manage-
ment practices for their horses, stables and pastures
will not want to miss this event. Topics include: When
to panic and call the vet, Horse Nutrition, Pasture
Management, Manure Management: Storage,
Composting and Removal, Housing Your Horse, What
You Need to Know , Federal Laws and Regulations,
State Laws and Regulations that affect Horses

For more information contact your Extension Office
or Rose Skora, Kenosha/Racine UW-Extension,
262.857.1945, rose.skora@ces.uwex.edu

Certified Livestock Managers Training
Workshops
Randy Fonner; 217.333-2611; refonner@uiuc.edu; 
Ted Funk; 217.333-9313; funkt@uiuc.edu

Workshops will be held at the locations listed below.
To register for a workshop, or to order the new LPES
curriculum, call 1-800-345-6087.  Please register at
least 3 weeks prior to the workshop you would like to
attend. If you choose to order the CD version of the
curriculum manual, you must have Adobe Acrobat
Reader software to read or print the material. 

Prices are listed below and payment is by phone or
mail. The manual and CD are mailed UPS two-day
delivery.
LPES Manual-Print version      $36.00 + $6.50 shipping
LPES Manual-CD version         $15.00 + $3.50 shipping
Manual-Print & CD version       $46.00 + $6.50 shipping
CLMT Workshop Registration  $10.00 per person

Educational Opportunities
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January 21, 2003
Location:  Dunn-Richmond Economic Development
Center, 150 E. Pleasant Hill Rd., Carbondale. For
directions call U of Illinois Extension Carbondale
Center at 618.453.5563. The workshop begins at 8:20
a.m. with registration; class starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL
Dept of Ag written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

January 24, 2003
Location:  Sangamon/Menard Co. Extension Office,
Illinois State Fairgrounds, South Gate, Bldg. 30,
Springfield, IL. For directions call the Extension Office
at 217.782.4617. The workshop begins at 8:20 a.m.
with registration; class starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Dept
of Ag written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

February 3, 2003 - Focus on SWINE
Location:  White Co. Extension Office, 1715 College
Ave., Carmi, IL. For directions call the White Co.
Office at 618.382.2662. This workshop will primarily
be aimed at swine producers with examples and discus-
sion, but is open to ALL producers. The workshop
begins at 8:20 a.m. with registration; class starts at
8:50 a.m. The written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

February 10, 2003 - Focus on BEEF/DAIRY
Location:  Clinton Co. Extension Office, 1163 North
4th St., Breese, IL. For directions call the Clinton Co.
Extension Office at 618.526.4551. This workshop will
primarily be aimed at beef/dairy producers with
examples and discussion, but is open to ALL
producers. TIMES DIFFER FOR THIS WORKSHOP. 
The workshop begins at 9:30 a.m. with registration;
class starts at 10:00 a.m. The IL Department of
Agriculture written exam will be offered at 2:00 p.m. 

February 11, 2003
Location:  St. Paul’s Church United Church of Christ,
330 North Buhrman St., Nashville, IL. For directions
call the Washington Co. Extension Office at
618.327.8881. The workshop begins at 8:20 a.m. with
registration; class starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Dept of
Agriculture written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m. 

February 20, 2003
Location: McLean Co. Farm Bureau Bldg. 402 N.
Hershey Rd., Bloomington, IL. For directions call the
McLean Co. Extension Office at 309.663.8306. The
workshop begins at 8:20 a.m. with registration; class
starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Department of Agriculture
written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

February 21, 2003
Location: Effingham Co. Extension Office, 1209
Wenthe Dr., Effingham, IL. For directions call the
Effingham Co. Extension Office at 217.347.5126. The
workshop begins at 8:20 a.m. with registration; class
starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Dept of Agriculture written
exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

February 24, 2003
Location: Lake Storey Pavilion, 1572 Mechan Dr,
(N Lake Storey Rd, turn at ball field) Galesburg, IL. For
directions call the Knox Co. Extension Office at
309.342.5108. The workshop begins at 8:20 a.m. with
registration; class starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Dept of
Agriculture written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

February 25, 2003 - Focus on BEEF/DAIRY
Location:  Park Hills Evangelical Free Church,
2525 W. Stephenson, Freeport, IL. For directions call
the Stephenson Co. Extension Office at 815.235.4125. 
This workshop will primarily be aimed at beef/dairy
producers with examples and discussion, but is open to
ALL producers. TIMES DIFFER FOR THIS
WORKSHOP. The workshop begins at 9:30 a.m. with
registration; class starts at 10:00 a.m.  The Illinois
Department of Agriculture written exam will be offered
at 2:00 p.m. 

February 26, 2003
Location: Naaman Diehl Auditorium, Carroll Co. Farm
Bureau Bldg., Rt. 64 & 78 south edge of Mt. Carroll,
IL. For directions call the Carroll Co. Extension Office
at 815.244.9444. The workshop begins at 8:20 a.m.
with registration; class starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Dept
of Agriculture written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

February 28, 2003
Location:  DeKalb Co. Farm Bureau Bldg., 1350 W.
Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL.  For directions call the
DeKalb Co. Extension Office at 815.758.8194. The
workshop begins at 8:20 a.m. with registration; class
starts at 8:50 a.m.  The IL Department of Agriculture
written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.

March 3, 2003
Host/Location: Adams/Brown Co. Extension Office,
330 S. 36th St., Quincy, IL. For directions call the
Adams/Brown Co. Extension Office at 217.223.8380. 
The workshop begins at 8:20 a.m. with registration;
class starts at 8:50 a.m. The IL Department of
Agriculture written exam will be offered at 1:30 p.m.
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2003 Shepherd’s Clinic
January 6 and Jan. 13
Topics covered in the Clinic’s two sessions include
increasing lamb survival and assisting with difficult
births, ram behavior, biological controls for barn flies,
sheep diseases, and the scrapie eradication program.
Presenting the topics will be A. Richard Cobb, U of I
Extension sheep specialist; Mike Neary, Purdue Univ.
Extension sheep specialist; Debbie Royer, a sheep
producer from Washington; Rick Jones, the designated
scrapie epidemiologist for Illinois; and Clifford
Shipley, associate professor in the U of I College of
Veterinary Medicine. For information contact Dr. Cobb
at 217.333.7351 or by e-mail at:  arcobb@uiuc.edu.

Sheep Grazing Telenet
January 14
The Sheep Grazing Telenet is targeted toward
producers who want to expand their knowledge on
grazing. The topic will include frost seeding, as well as
other timely subjects. Producers will be encouraged to
ask questions and to participate in the discussion.

W. IL Grazing Conf. & IL Forage Institute,
January 11, 8:30am - 3:30 pm
This program will be focused on best management
recommendations for forage production and pasture
management. The Institute will be held at W. Illinois
Univ. at Macomb. For more information, contact Dean
Oswald, Macomb Extension Center, at 308-836-2265.

Applied Research on Your Farm
Workshop
January 31, 9:00 a.m. – Noon
Many farmers have the strong desire to become
actively involved in on-farm applied research Projects.
The increasing complexity of crop production
practices, the proliferation of products and practices
whose benefits are difficult to demonstrate, declining
support for applied research conducted by universities,
and genuine curiosity are just a few of the reasons for
farmers to become involved in research projects.

In order for on-farm research to yield meaningful results,
the trial must be carefully planned and executed. The
goal of the workshop is to give participants the basic
background needed to successfully plan and conduct
on-farm research. Workshop topics will include: Setting
Measurable Goals for On-farm Research; Types of On-

farm Trials–What Works, What Doesn’t; Minimizing
Risk Involving Research; How to Get Started
Successfully; Practical Statistical Design and Analysis
of On-farm Strip Trials;  and Interpreting Data.

Designing Your Research for Your Farm
This hands-on session from 1:00 – 3:00 pm that
follows the mornings session. Participants are
encouraged to bring their ideas and information for an
on-farm research project. Ideas and methods will be
discussed to design an effective on-farm research project.

The workshop is being conducted by Dr. Emerson
Nafziger, Crop Sciences Extension specialist. It is
designed for farmers, USDA agency personnel, and
agri-business with an interest in conducting on-farm
applied research. Pre-registration is required. For more
information and to pre-register contact the DeKalb
County Extension office at 815.758.8194.

2003 Tillage Seminars,
January 23 in Galesburg, January 30 in Minooka
Ten farms throughout Illinois were sites for the Illinois
WATER (What Are The Efficient Rates) nitrogen field
studies this year and twelve farms were the sites for the
SOILS (Save Our Illinois Soils) field plots that
compare strip-till, no-till and mulch-till farming
systems. The SOILS and WATER projects are a
cooperative effort between farmers, Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, the IL Dept of Ag, and Univ. of
Illinois Extension, with the support of other agencies.

The yield results and other comparative data from
these plots will be highlighted at a series of Tillage
Seminars to be held across the state this winter. In
northern Illinois, the seminars will be held January 23
in Galesburg and January 30 in Minooka.

There continues to be concern by many farmers about
the most effective tillage method to maintain
productivity, reduce soil erosion, and protect water
quality. For some Illinois farmers, no-till corn has not
performed as well as desired, due to wet, cool soils
under the residue that can slow germination. The use of
strip tillage has shown encouraging results for better
emergence while still protecting the soil. The purpose
of the SOILS demonstration program is to evaluate
alternative tillage methods around the state and to
provide practical recommendations to enhance
adoption of these conservation methods.
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Nitrogen is an essential nutrient for corn production.
However, if nitrogen is not applied properly and at the
correct rate, it can easily be leached into surface and
groundwater sources and cause significant damage.
The WATER (What Are The Efficient Rates) nitrogen
studies will assist farmers in determining the most
efficient rate of nitrogen to be applied for optimum
yield and minimal loss to the environment.

In addition to the SOILS and WATER field data, the
tillage seminars will include other state and nationally-
recognized speakers on a variety of related topics.
Farmer panels will also be on the program.

Pre-registration is necessary and the deadline is one
week prior to the meeting. Seating is limited so
registration will be on a first-come basis. A $10 per
person fee will be charged to cover room rental and
luncheon. To register, contact your local U. of I. Ext
office or SWCD office. CCA credit has been applied for.

Agronomy Night 2003
Feb. 11, 5:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Ottawa
Come and enjoy dinner at Koolie’s Banquet Hall,
Route 6, Ottawa, while learning about current issues in
agriculture. Topics of the night are Field Crop Insect
Update by Dave Feltes, Extension Educator, IPM and
Water Quality: Issues and Answers for Illinois Farmers
by John Church, Extension Educator, Natural
Resources. To register contact the LaSalle County
Extension Unit at 815.433.0707.

2003 Nutrient Management Workshop,
Feb. 12, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm, Rockford
Nutrient Management Plans (NMPs), based on sound
agronomic information, will help improve the
environment and help the bottom line for production
agriculture. The purpose of this workshop is to help
you go through the step-by-step process of writing a
NMP. Topics include: Nutrient Management Plans:
Definition & Purpose; “At Risk” Areas for Nutrient
Application Considerations; Illinois Recommendations
for Developing Nutrient Mgt. Plans; Development of
Nutrient Management Plan; and a Demonstration of
Computer Software. Certified Crop Advisers who
attend this workshop and successfully complete a NMP
can be eligible to write NMPs as a third party vendor.

The workshop will be held at the Stenstrom Center,
Rock Valley College, 4151 Samuelson Rd.,
The registration fee is $25 per person, which includes

lunch.  Those attending should bring a pencil,
notebook, calculator and a recent copy of the Illinois
Agronomy Handbook.  For more information call the
Winnebago County Extension office at 815.987.7379.

Soil Fertility Forum
Feb. 12, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, Sycamore
This is your time to ask the questions.  Bob Hoeft, Ext.
Specialist – Soil Fertility, will make a short presentation
on current research in soil fertility. The floor will then be
open to any questions you might have.  Contact the
DeKalb County Extension office at 815.758.8194.

2003 In-Depth Plant Disease Workshop
Feb. 13, 9:30 am – 3:00 pm, Dixon
This hands-on in-depth workshop will give an
overview of plant diseases and potential controls.
Topics to be discussed include:  Plant Disease
Introduction; Fungal Diseases of Field Crops; Viral and
Diseases of Field Crops; and Nematode Diseases of
Field Crops. The workshop will be held at the Sauk
Valley Community College in Dixon. Contact the
Whiteside County Extension office at 815.772.4075.

Corn/Soybean Insect Management for -03
Feb. 27, 8:30 to noon, Ottawa
Dr. Kevin Steffey and Dr. Mike Gray will discuss:
Corn Rootworm Management, New Insecticide
Products, Biology/Management of Bean Leaf Beetles,
Japanese Beetles, Soybean Aphids; Fall Population
Survey and Management of European Corn Borers.
The workshop will be held at Pitstick Pavilion, Route
23 North, Ottawa. The  $25 per person registration fee
includes lunch and handouts. To Register contact the
LaSalle County Extension office by February 12 at
815.433.0707

Soybean Cyst Nematode In-Depth
Workshop
Mar. 21, 9:00 am – noon, Dixon
Everything you ever wanted to know about Soybean
Cyst Nematodes will be presented at this workshop.
Topics will include: SCN Life Cycle; Symptomatology;
Disease Interactions; Survival Relative to Rotation;
Assessment Timing Procedure; HG Type Scheme; UI
Management recommendations; Cyst-X; and Cyst-
Tech Resistance genes. The workshop will be help at
Loveland Community Center, Dixon, Illinois. For more
information contact the Whiteside County Extension
office at 815.772.4075.
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Internet Resources
U of I - IPM
 http://www.ipm.uiuc.edu.
Visit our new and updated Integrated Pest Management
website for current agricultural and horticultural IPM
information.

Canning Meat, Wild Game, Poultry and
Fish Safely (B3345)
Wisconsin Safe Food Preservation Series
http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/pubs/pdf/B3345.PDF
Learn safe ways to preserve what you have caught.

Farms Turning Wild
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteer/index.html
This article profiles four farms that have incorporated
wildlife and wildlife habitat into their everyday
operation and how this affects their bottom lines.

Senior Farmers at risk on the farm
http://www.age.uiuc.edu/agsafety/srfarm.PDF
Farming can become more hazardous with age. This
site gives suggestions on staying safe.

Farm Family Pesticide Exposure Study
http://www.farmfamilyexposure.org/
The vast majority of spouses and children, who live on
farms in Minnesota and South Carolina, that use certain
pesticides, do not show an appreciable level of increased
exposure to the chemicals according to a study from
Univ. of Minnesota and Emory Univ. The children and
spouses of the 95 farm families had pesticide exposure
levels comparable to levels measured in people who do
not live on farms. Pesticide levels in farmers doing the
applications varied by the chemical being applied and
by the handling and application techniques used.

Introduction to Farmland Protection
Tools and Techniques
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/fic/tas/index.htm#fs
More than two dozen fact sheets outline information
on different techniques to protect farmland.

Why Save Farmland?
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/fic/tas/
Why%20Save%20Farmland%205-02.pdf
This is a well documented fact sheet prepared by the
Farmland Information Center. �

The 2002 Farm Act: Provisions And
Implications For Commodity Markets
Nov. 2002
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aib778
The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002
(2002 Farm Act), which governs agricultural programs
through 2007, was signed into law in May 2002. This
report presents an initial evaluation of the new
legislation’s effects on agricultural commodity
markets.

Agricultural Marketing Resource Center
http://www.agmrc.org/homepage.html
This Web site is a partnership among Iowa State
University, Kansas State University, and the University
of California with partial support derived from USDA.
It will help you Investigate Value-Added Products,
Explore Market and Industry Trends, Create and
Operate a Business, Locate Consultants and
Businesses, Access New Information and Research,
Register as a Consultant, Business or to Receive
Updates.

Chemicals in Your Community
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/
ChemicalsInYourCommunity.htm?
OpenDocument#introduction
This EPA website allows you to enter your zip code
and receive information about businesses utilizing
various chemicals within your neighborhood.

Assessment by Midwestern Agricultural
Firms of Doing Business in China and
India
http://www.card.iastate.edu/publications/texts/
02mwp6.pdf
Sanjeev Agarwal, February 2002. 02-MWP 6

Beef Mission 2001: Chengdu,
Guangzhou, Panyu, and Hong Kong,
China
http://www.card.iastate.edu/publications/texts/
02mbp2.pdf
Steven Lonergan, May 2002. 02-MBP

The cost of Agricultural Carbon Savings
http://www.card.iastate.edu/publications/texts/
02wp306.pdf



About the Ag Update Newsletter
The Ag Update Newsletter is a bi-monthly newsletter providing education
and research support to the agricultural industry.  Current and past issues
may be found at the following website http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/
agupdate/index.html

Contact your county Extension office and request to be put on their
agricultural mailing list to receive the local agricultural newsletter and
notices about upcoming agricultural events near you. To find your
counties location, phone and website go to:  http://web.aces.uiuc.edu/ve/

For further information about this newsletter, please contact:

Ellen Phillips
Extension Educator – Crop Systems
Countryside Extension Center
University of Illinois Extension
6438 Joliet Rd.
Countryside, IL  60525
(708) 352-0109
phillipe@mail.aces.uiuc.edu


