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Illinois Manure Share Website: http://www.manureshare.illinois.edu/ 
Ellen Phillips, Extension Educator–Crop Systems, 708-352-0109, ephillps@illinois.edu 
 
“Illinois Manure Share” is a new website designed to connect farm operations and 
stables that have extra manure with landscapers, composter, golf courses, gardeners 
and others who can utilize the manure.  The goal is to remove the manure from 
operations that do not have the acreage to adequately utilize its nutrients on their fields 
or pastures.  The environment is the ultimate winner with less manure going to landfills 
and instead being utilized as a valuable nutrient resource and lowering fertilizer costs. 
  
At the website, participants can fill out one of two forms.  The “I Have Manure” form is 
for operations that have manure they would like to have removed.  Participants will 
indicate what type of animal manure it is, if it is composted, if there is a nutrient analysis 
available and whether they can help by loading, delivering or spreading the manure.  
The “I Want Manure” form allows participants to indicate the type of manure they want.   
 
You don’t have to register to utilize the website.  The website has searchable directory 
of those who have signed up for each of the lists.  The public can contact those in their 
region and negotiate how to transfer the manure. The website also includes inks to 
federal and state rules and regulations affecting the process. 
  
RESEARCH RESULTS 
 
Grazing Animals Help Spread Plant Disease 
David Stauth, 541-737-0787,Source: Elizabeth Borer,Oregon State Univ.,541-737-3701 
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ncs/newsarch/2008/Dec08/grazinganimals.html 
“Researchers have discovered that grazing animals including deer and rabbits are 
actually helping to spread plant disease – quadrupling its prevalence in some cases – 
and encouraging an invasion of annual grasses that threatens more than 20 million 
acres of native grasslands in California. The findings run contrary to what had been 
predicted by other theories, which had suggested that “consumers” such as deer would 
help to contain or reduce disease. They point once again to the complexity of natural 
ecosystems and the many ways in which plants, animals and even viruses interact with 
each other. 
 
 “We usually think of a disease and its host as very tightly coupled, like a flu virus that 
infects humans,” said Elizabeth Borer, an assistant professor of zoology at OSU. “But in 

mailto:ephillps@illinois.edu
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ncs/newsarch/2008/Dec08/grazinganimals.html


natural ecosystems we’re finding it’s not nearly that simple, and to understand how plant 
pathogens work we have to consider the entire food web and many plant/animal 
interactions of which we are barely aware.” 
 
The work is of particular importance, researchers said, because so many elements of 
ecosystems are undergoing rapid change, from human manipulation, climate change, 
increase or decrease in various species, new invasive species, and other factors. Any 
one of those changes could have ripple effects with seemingly unrelated diseases or 
other issues that are poorly understood – an increase in the abundance of white-footed 
mice, for instance, has been shown to increase Lyme disease risk in humans. 
 
In this study, scientists examined the effect of herbivores and omnivores such as mule 
deer, rabbits and feral pigs on the prevalence of barley and cereal yellow dwarf viruses, 
which can infect more than 100 crop and non-crop plant species, reducing their growth 
and seed yield. This virus is a major concern for cereal crop production around the 
world.  In places where most plant eaters were kept out of test plots, the prevalence of 
this virus was only about 5 percent. It rose to 18 percent, a 3.6-fold increase, in areas 
that the animals grazed.  The grazers did not directly spread the plant virus, researchers 
said. Rather, they increased the amount of annual grasses preferred by the aphids that 
play a role in transmission of this viral plant disease, which allowed for a much greater 
prevalence of the virus in areas where grazing took place. 
 
“Even in complex natural communities, alternations to food web composition such as 
consumer invasion or extinction can lead to significant impacts that cascade through 
entire communities, including changes in infection risk,” the researchers wrote in their 
report. “ 
 
 
RESOURCES TO CONSIDER 
 
Publications Plus –University of Illinois Agricultural and Horticultural Publications 
Call 1-800-345-6087 or order on the web www.PublicationsPlus.uiuc.edu 
It’s a one-stop shop for a current catalog of research-based information (Mastercard 
and VISA accepted) 
 
NEW!  Illinois Agronomy Handbook, 24th edition 
https://pubsplus.uiuc.edu/ 
The newest version of best management practices for Illinois crop growers.  
 
University of Illinois Field Crop Scouting Manual (University of Illinois): 
https://pubsplus.uiuc.edu/X880d.html 
A complete scouting guide for major crops in Illinois. 

Handbook of Small Grain Insects 
Edited by G. D. Buntin, K. Pike, M. Weiss, and J. Webster 
This handbook provides fundamental and important information about the management 
of small grain insects throughout the United States and Canada. Crops covered are 
wheat, barley, oats, rye, and triticale, with an emphasis on wheat.  
To order, contact the American Phytopathological Society (APS), APS Press, 3340 Pilot 
Knob Rd., St. Paul, MN 55121, USA.  Fax: 1-651-454-0766. Mailto:aps@scisoc.org 
Http://www.shopapspress.org.  
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INTERNET RESOURCES  
 
eXtension: Meat Goats 
http://www.extension.org/goat 
“The number of meat goats in the United States increased by 57 percent from 1997 to 
2002, pushed by increased consumer demand. The goat industry Web site provides 
help for new and inexperienced producers, as well as those with experience but who 
need an answer to a specific question. The site includes answers to frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) about meat, dairy and fiber producing goats. If a question cannot be 
found in the FAQs, eXtension’s “Ask an Expert” feature can be used for a quick 
response. The site also includes in-depth, peer-reviewed articles covering all aspects of 
goat production including: Breeds, Herd Health, Marketing, Nutrition, Pastures and 
Forages, Reproduction, Vegetation Management.”  
 
Field Pesticide Application Techniques in Wisconsin 
http://ipcm.wisc.edu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=1ffML0SG0Sk%3d&tabid=95&mid=516&fo
rcedownload=true 
Chris Boerboom, UW-Extension Weed Scientist, and Roger Flashinski, Pesticide 
Applicator Training program,  
A new fact sheet provides guidance to applicators on tips and recommended practices 
when spraying cropland with boom sprayers. Although it’s written with emphasis 
towards the commercial applicator, it covers spraying situations that every applicator, 
private or commercial, will face: making the opening rounds, spraying into corners, the 
importance of pattern and swath overlap, spraying around waterways, and spraying 
irregular shaped fields. The fact sheet’s primary audience is for beginning and 
inexperienced applicators who are just learning how to spray. The seven page fact 
sheet contains numerous illustrations and diagrams.  
 
Pictures of North American Moth Species  
facweb.furman.edu/~snyderjohn/leplist  
Over 7,700 images and growing in number of approximately half the known number of 
moth species north of Mexico are pictured on this site. John Snyder, Furman University, 
Greenville, SC  is the developer of this resource.  
 
 International Assessment of Agriculture Science and Technology for 
Development (IAASTD) 
http://www.islandpress.org/iaastd 
“Recently, the World Bank, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, and 
over 110 countries and 900 participants came together to report on how our most 
pressing environmental and social issues will affect the future of food. After spending 
more than $11 million, a team of experts produced an exhaustive study of how science, 
agriculture knowledge, and technology impact hunger, poverty, nutrition, human health, 
and environmental.” 
 
A Consumer's Guide to Grass-fed Beef, A3862 
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/A3862.pdf 
Learn about the health and environmental benefits of grass-fed beef and how to buy 
and cook grass-fed beef. Includes several recipes. 
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Improving Your Private Well Water Quality, G3826 
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/G3826.pdf 
While most private wells provide water that is good quality, many private well owners 
experience problems. This publication gives options for improving private residential 
well water quality, including treatment methods. 
 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
University of Illinois Agriculture Events 
New programs are being confirmed every day. Keep in touch with your Extension Office 
for programs addressing the topics that interest you and are offered in your County. To 
find your counties website go to:  http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/state/findoffice.html 
 
Statewide University of Illinois Extension Calendar Website 
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/state/calendar.cfm 
To search for programs throughout the state, check out Extension’s searchable 
calendar.  Search by location, topic or date to find a program of you interest. 
 
AG FACTS  
 

• 57 percent of all farmers have Internet access, up from 50 percent in 2002 
• 58 percent reported having a high-speed connection  

 
SOURCE: 2007 Census, USDA National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS)  
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About the Ag Update Newsletter 
 
The Ag Update Newsletter is a bi-monthly newsletter providing education and research 
support to the agricultural industry.  Current and past issues may be found at the 
following website http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/agupdate/index.html 
 
Contact your county Extension office and request to be put on their agricultural mailing 
list to receive the local agricultural newsletter and notices about upcoming agricultural 
events near you. To find your counties location, phone and website go to:  
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/state/findoffice.html 
 
For further information about this newsletter, please contact: 
 
Ellen Phillips 
Extension Educator – Crop Systems 
Countryside Extension Center 
University of Illinois Extension 
6438 Joliet Rd. 
Countryside, IL  60525 
(708) 352-0109 
ephillps@illinois.edu 
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