[bookmark: _Hlk224295224] Boone County Master Gardener September Minutes
Thursday, September 17, 2026 
6:00 PM

Attendees: Jan, Sarah, Pat, Carl, Barb, Elaine, Nancy, and Jennifer

Speakers Bureaus
· 9/29 @ 6pm 250 Celebration of Seeds @ Cherry Valley Library, MG Jennifer
· 10/27 6pm Deadly Plants at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
· 10/26 6pm Bats Presentation at Ida Public Library, MG Tenley

Buchanan Street Garden (Lead 1 Pat, Lead 2 Minoo)
Know More, Grow More Grant. Pollinator garden in the center of the inground garden.
Heat and rain prevented lack of 4-H participation in the garden during the month of August. Produce harvested went to the share table. Signs that produce has been harvested by neighbors. 

NASR
September: Harvesting and cleaning the beds. October: Harvest and paint mini pumpkins.
9/15 Nancy, Brianne		9/23 Tenley, Barb
10/13 Barb, Nancy		10/21 Barb, Nancy
Ask for donations of mini pumpkins for painting.

Help Desk
Off season: Barb and Carl will help with off season information requests.

Big Thunder (Lead Barb)
Workdays are Thursday mornings. Barb’s article on the Big Thunder Garden appeared in the August 20, 2026 Belvidere Republican newspaper. Copy in MG office. 

Belvidere Farmers Market
Once a month with theme and activity.
· 9/26 9am-1pm Tree ID & Care Sarah and Tenley
Several MG will bring in different tree leaves for id.

Farm Stroll
Sunday, October 4, 10am – 5pm. MG table at Branching Out, Inc. 6538 IL 173, Poplar Grove.  Sarah, Pam, Pat (12-5) Craft will be pinecone bird feeders.

Program Request:
The art teacher at Caledonia school would like to have MG once again come in to do an art project with her 20 fourth graders in art club. It is held from 2-3 once a month. Last year they dissected and drew flowers. Please contact Jan if you are interested.
2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference 
The state conference in Rockford was a success. It was noted however that the parking was an issue as well as the lunch set up. Barb brought in a few of the make and take items from her therapeutic horticulture sensory class.

Next meeting will be Thursday, October 15 at 9:00 am


Field Trips
· Northwind Perennial Farm in Burlington WI was suggested as a possible field trip next year as well at Cantigny House and Gardens in Wheaton




