Ogle County Master Gardeners October Minutes
Thursday, October 1, 2026, 5:00pm
Ogle Extension Conference Room
Introductions
	New Master Gardener Interns
	Bethany Bertsch and Sue Snyder
Give Pulse
	20 volunteer hours and 10 continuing education hours required per year.
Speakers Bureaus
	11/10, 5:30pm Terrariums, MG Sara and MG Tricia, Flagg-Rochelle Library, Rochelle
If you have any clear dishes you would like to donate to make the terrariums, please bring them to the November meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk239405557]Country Road Greenhouse
The information table was very successful. Mary and Tracy ran out of Master Gardener material. They were invited back for their spring sale. 

Garden Event 
10/4/26, 4-6pm at United Methodist Church, Rochelle. Trisha setting up table.
We will be looking forward to more information since they have also asked us to be at their spring event.
Ogle County Farm Stroll – Sunday, October 11 10am to 4pm    
MGs Terri and Phil will set up a table at Hinrichs Farm (1675 S Columbian Rd.) 
Seed Library
	Kick-off meeting will be at 5:30pm November 3 downstairs at Flagg-Rochelle Library
Saturday, January 30 is the 2027 National Seed Swap Day. We are running low on native seeds. It was suggested and agreed upon to try a media post to try to get some donated as well as ask NIL, or similar, to pick native seeds and keep 20% of what we pick. Is there anyone interested in doing seed harvesting? Next workday will be Monday, October 26 at 10am. I have coin envelopes for seeds.


Help Desk
The help desk questions that come in during our off season will be directed to Terri or Tricia. Please record any horticulture questions outside of help desk hours.
Ready, Set, Grow
8am – 12:30pm March 13, 2027, at Sauk Valley Community College. Terri and Tracy have volunteered to assist with the 2027 event.
Field Trips
2027 Field trip suggestion: Richardson Tulip Festival
https://richardsonadventurefarm.com/TulipFestival/TulipFestival
2027 Field trip suggestion: Chicago Botanical Gardens. https://www.chicagobotanic.org/
 I would like to have one of next years field trips on the weekend so those working have an opportunity to attend.
Holiday Gathering
Do we want a traditional potluck like years past? Go out to a restaurant and bring a plus one? Go to Illuminated at Anderson Gardens, Sarah has passes and there are food trucks. https://andersongardens.org/illuminated/   *Please let me know your thoughts. It would be for December 3.
[bookmark: _Hlk229750584]2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference
Those who went to the conference and/or volunteer reported a good time. 2027 Il Extension Master Gardener State Conference will be September 9-10, 2027 in O’Fallon, IL “Building Community on the Seeds We Sow”
January Book Club
There will not be a meeting in January. We will do another virtual book club. The book this year is A Garden of Marvels by Ruth Kassinger. Date, time, and Zoom link to come at a later date. Speaking of books, we just purchased the latest Pest Management in the Home Landscaping. One book per county coming soon.

November 5, 2026 Meeting at 5pm Flagg-Rochelle Library

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” -Unknown
Ideas for 2027 programming: Tricia would like perennials series. Polo Farmers Market requested pollinator table. Mary suggested Herb of the Month classes and is interested in helping with Therapeutic Horticulture.
