Ogle County Master Gardeners September Minutes
Thursday, September 3, 2026, 5:00pm
Flagg-Rochelle Library Conference Room
Attendees: Tricia, Mary, Tracy, Terri, Sarah, Leslie, Jan
Speakers Bureaus
	9/4, 10:00am Body Smart Gardening, MG Tracy, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rochelle
9/21, 10:30am Herbs with Bruce and Jan at Rock River Center, Oregon
11/10, 5:30pm Terrariums, MG Sara and MG Tricia, Flagg-Rochelle Library, Rochelle
[bookmark: _Hlk239405557]Country Road Greenhouses 
Their fall plant sale is from 8am – 2pm on Saturday, September 26 and Sunday, September 27. Mary would like to set up a MG table. She will contact Bryan Redington. Please let me know if you are interested in participating.

Cypress House
Thank you everyone for signing up. All slots are full. If you have any questions, contact Marilyn. Bring your own chair. Flagg-Rochelle Library only doing June, July, and August.
We will not have a table in September. 

Ogle County Farm Stroll – Sunday, October 11 10am to 4pm    
MGs Terri and Phil will set up a table at Hinrichs Farm (1675 S Columbian Rd, Oregon). Youth activity will be paper pumpkins. I have asked Anna to get supplies together for the activity.
Seed Library
At our next meeting, in October, we will discuss a date to start planning for the annual seed kick-off event and schedule another workday at the library. Concerning the seed sharing, Flagg-Rochelle Library will share seeds with the Oregon Library, since Ogle Master Gardeners maintain the seed libraries at those locations. FYI: Franklin Grove Library gets their seeds from the Lee County Master Gardeners who receive their seeds from multiple locations in Sterling. 
Help Desk
The help desk questions that come in during our off season will be directed to Terri or Tricia.
Ready, Set, Grow
Terri and Tracy have volunteered to assist with the 2027 event.
Field Trips
Wednesday, September 16, 2026. We will meet at the Janesville Rotary Gardens at 9:45am. There will be a tour from 10 - 11am which is $10, or free for members. Lunch will be at So Chopped (Bodacious) 119 N Main St. We will need 25 minutes to get to Edgerton Hospital at 1pm for a tour of the healing garden. We will be back by 4pm. If you would like to go and have not signed up contact Tracy about carpooling.
· Rotary Botanical Gardens: 1455 Palmer Dr. Janesville, WI 53545
· So Chopped (Bodacious): 119 N Main St. Janesville, WI 53545
· Edgerton Hospital and Healing Gardens: 11101 N Sherman Rd., Edgerton, WI 53534 

2027 Field trip suggestion: Richardson Tulip Festival
https://richardsonadventurefarm.com/TulipFestival/TulipFestival

[bookmark: _Hlk229750584]2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference
 September 10-11, Embassy Suites, Downtown Rockford. 
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/master-gardener-annual-conference

October Soup Dinner Meeting
Thursday, October 1, 2026 at the Ogle Extension Office. Please reply to Jan what you would like to bring. Extension will supply the bowls, plates, napkins, and utensils.

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” -Unknown
Ideas for 2027 programming: Tricia would like perennials series. Polo Farmers Market requested pollinator table. Mary suggested Herb of the Month classes and is interested in helping with Therapeutic Horticulture.
