Ogle County Master Gardeners August Minutes
Thursday, August 6, 2026, 5:00pm
Ogle County Extension Office
Attendees: Phil, Tracy, Sarah, Mary, Trisha, Merilyn, Terri, Jan
PowerPoint Presentations
Teresa Schwarz will be available for Q & A on information gathering and photo copywrites.
PowerPoint and handouts attached to email.
Speakers Bureaus
· 8/10, 10:30am Herbs with Bruce and Jan at Rock River Center, Oregon
Rescheduling for September due to lack of registration
· 8/19 5:30pm Dooryard Herb Garden Workshop with Sarah and Sara at Flagg-Rochelle Library
Focus House
Summary and thoughts on additional programming for 2027. A very nice thank you to the MG from Focus House on Facebook. The students and staff were actively engaged in the gardens. I shared it on our University of Illinois Extension BDO Master Gardeners-Naturalists Facebook page in case you missed it.

River’s Edge Farmers Market > Changed name to Oregon Farmers Market
The market will run June-September on Sundays from 10:00am to 2:00pm at Sarah Phelps Plaza, 418 W Washington St, Oregon. The market is being run by Taryn Bradley. Very small market. 17 people came to the table and mostly asked gardening questions. We will be there in August since it has been advertised.

	Date: Sundays
	Theme
	MGs

	6/21
	Celebrate Pollinators Week (craft)
	Tracy & Tricia/Canceled Rain

	7/26
	Herbs with tasting* (herbal oils)
	Terri + Lee

	8/23
	Festival of Tomatoes* (tomato tasting)
	Tracy + Lee

	9/20
	
	



Timber Gardens July Bloomfest – July 18 & 19
Summary Busy both days. With almost 50 participants engaging MG on the 19th and 100 on the 18th.

Ellison Daylily Fest – July 11 & 12
Summary Phil attended and stated a great turnout of people.

Cypress House
Thank you everyone for signing up. All slots are full. If you have any questions, contact Marilyn. Bring your own chair. Flagg-Rochelle Library only doing June, July, and August.
Approximately 150 engaged with MG who represented the Rochelle seed library in July.

Oregon Fair
Summary Poor turn out due to rain.

Ogle County Farm Stroll – Sunday, October 11 10am to 4pm    
MG table set up at one or two locations. Activity/Information? Please let me know if you are interested in volunteering. We will have a table at two of the sites. Shifts can be done if desired. Ideas for craft for the kids and information for adults welcomed. Plans will be finalized at September’s meeting. We will advertise MG presence at the stroll.
Seed Library
Marilyn has boxes of 2026 seeds. Workday planned for Wednesday August 12 to take an inventory of what has been received. Seed packets will be shared with local seed libraries.
Field Trips
Ball Gardens in West Chicago Monday, August 17, 2026, at 10:30am. Lunch will be on your own at Riganato (Mediterranean fare, 3.8 miles from Ball) 700 E State St, Geneva, IL 60134
https://riganato.com/  RSVP going: Phil, Marcia, Terri, and Tracy are carpooling. Sarah and her husband are driving. If anyone else is interested let me know as soon as possible.
Rotary Gardens, Janesville followed by Edgerton Healing Gardens. Wednesday, September 16. Tour for nonmember of Rotary is $10. RSVP if you would like to go and come to the September meeting with lunch ideas.
2027 Field trip suggestion: Richardson Tulip Festival
https://richardsonadventurefarm.com/TulipFestival/TulipFestival
[bookmark: _Hlk229750584]2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference September 10-11, Embassy Suites, Downtown Rockford. 
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/master-gardener-annual-conference
Next meeting will be Thursday, September 3, 2026 at Flagg-Rochelle Library.	
“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” -Unknown
Ideas for 2027 programming: Tricia would like perennials series. Polo Farmers Market requested pollinator table. 
