[bookmark: _Hlk224295224] Boone County Master Gardener October Minutes
Thursday, October 15, 2026 
9:00 AM
Attendees: Tenley, Pam, Pat, Elaine, and Jan
Speakers Bureaus
· 10/27 6pm Deadly Plants at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
· 10/26 6pm Bats Presentation at Ida Public Library, MG Tenley
· 11/3 2pm Art with a MG at Caledonia Elementary, MG Nancy
· 11/21 10am Gifts from the Garden: Potpourri/Simmer Pots at Extension Office,
MG Sarah/Jennifer
· 2/13 10am Deadly Plants, Roscoe Garden Club, MG Bobbi
· 4/15 6pm Invasives and Best Practices, Wild Ones Club, Cherry Valley Library, 
              MG Bobbi
· TBD Moths, MG Bobbi 

Buchanan Street Garden (Lead 1 Pat, Lead 2 Minoo)
Know More, Grow More Grant. Pollinator garden in the center of the inground garden.
Gardens are done and cleaned out. Pat will see if there is parent/youth interest at First Step Daycare for evening garden classes, to take over Buchanan Gardens for next year. 10 family minimum.  February information meeting. The current 4-H club has disbanded due to many members aging out.

NASR
October: Harvest, clean out beds, and paint mini pumpkins. November: TBD Holiday Nature Craft
10/13 Barb, Nancy			10/21 Barb, Nancy
11/13 Tenley, Nancy, Barb		11/17 Nancy, Barb

Help Desk
Off season: Barb and Carl (on leave) will help with off season information requests. Are there one or two MG who would like to help Barb with the occasional help desk request?
-Everyone at the meeting signed a get-well card for Judy Swanson. She is currently at Maple Crest Nursing Home in Belvidere.

Big Thunder (Lead Barb)
Workdays are Thursday mornings. Barb will be doing cleanup shortly at Big Thunder - cutting down plants, pulling and cleaning the signage. Contact her if you can help.
Farm Stroll
Sunday, October 4, 10am – 5pm. MG table at Branching Out, Inc. 6538 IL 173, Poplar Grove.  Sarah, Pam, Pat (12-5) Craft was pinecone bird feeders. Approximately 40 adults and children did the craft. There were a few requests for MG information. The extension will start advertising the online Illinois Gardener Training. Registration is 11/1/26-1/11/27 and the course kicks off 2/8/27.

Program Request
Ida and Cherry Valley Libraries are looking for December/January/February programming at this time. Pam would like to see if there would be interest in Fall 2027 MG lead seed saving class at the Ida Library. The Extension Know More Grow More Grant for 2027 is due December 5th. There is up to $1500 available. Ideas discussed were 4x4 pollinator pockets at the elementary schools for teachers to use in their science education. We would need a champion at each school for its care noting that natives once established need minimal care. Possible ADA accessible herb garden and flower garden raised beds for therapeutic horticulture programming at Senior Connections or Heritage Woods Assisted Living. Rotating MG educational displays at school libraries, where all students have access to. Please let me know your ideas for community education or if you would like to help with an idea listed. 

Shout Out
Thank you to Tenley for securing a silent sponsor to donate $200 to place an ad in the River City Sound Chorus event program promoting the Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists. If you are interested in attending their 18th Annual Sweet Show it will be at 2pm Saturday, November 7th at the Community Building Complex of Boone County, 111 W 1st St., Belvidere. Tickets can be purchased at the door.  https://www.rivercitysound.org/

December Holiday Meeting
Return to Thunder Bay Grill with a plus one

Give Pulse
Impact summaries were handed out at the meeting. Please contact me if you need additional volunteer hours. I have a few things that need to be done. Example: garden tools need maintenance before storing for the winter, discard seed packets that have expired, and such.

Book Club
Our January Book Club will take place again this year. The book is A Garden of Marvels by Ruth Kassinger. The book can be purchased on Kindle, multiple book stores, on Hoopla as an e-book (free from library) or borrowed from the library. Ida Library needs to borrow the book so you would only be able to borrow for 6 weeks. Read the book prior to our get together date of January 21, 2027 at 6pm. We will meet via Zoom.

Next meeting will be Thursday, November 19 at 6:00 pm

Field Trips
· Northwind Perennial Farm in Burlington WI was suggested as a possible field trip next year as well at Cantigny House and Gardens in Wheaton, and Madison Farmers Market. I would like to have the field trip on a weekend every other year for those who work during the week to have an opportunity to join in.






