[bookmark: _Hlk224295224] Boone County Master Gardener August Minutes
Thursday, August 20, 2026 
9:00 AM
Attendees: Barb, Nancy, Pam, Sarah, Pat, Minoo, Elaine, and Jan.
Speakers Bureaus
9/7 6pm 250 Celebration of Seeds @ Ida Library, MG Jennifer
9/9 6pm Beneficial Insects at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
9/12 Deadly Plants @ Candlewick Garden Club, MG Bobbi
9/29 @ 6pm 250 Celebration of Seeds @ Cherry Valley Library, MG Jennifer
10/27 6pm Deadly Plants at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
10/26 6pm Bats Presentation at Ida Public Library, MG Tenley

Buchanan Street Garden (Lead 1 Pat, Lead 2 Minoo)
Know More, Grow More Grant. Pollinator garden in the center of the inground garden. 
Harvesting green peppers, zucchini, cucumbers, and cherry tomatoes. Minoo will bring netting to cover the popcorn. Hopefully that will keep the squirrels out.

NASR
August: Working in the garden, harvesting, and taste testing similar looking vegetables.
September: Harvesting and cleaning the beds.
9/15 Pam, Brianne		9/23 Tenley, Barb
Discussed mixing in a few therapeutic horticulture classes next year. Will check with Sean if they can fund supplies.

Big Thunder (Lead Barb)
Workdays are Thursday mornings. Have you read Barb’s article on Big Thunder? https://extension.illinois.edu/news-releases/big-thunder-pavilion-preserving-potawatomi-legacy-through-landscape-art-and-community-stewardship

Field Trips
· Northwind Perennial Farm in Burlington WI was suggested as a possible field trip next year as well at Cantigny House and Gardens in Wheaton

Belvidere Farmers Market
Once a month with theme and activity.
· 8/22 9am-1pm Tomato tasting. Sarah and ______
· 9/26 9am-1pm Tree ID & Care Sarah and Tenley
Discussed common questions asked at the market for possible programming. Care for Roses and Tree Identification and Care were mentioned.

Farm Stroll
Sunday, October 4, 10am – 5pm. MG table at one or two of the farms. Program information and an activity/craft. Sarah, Pam, Pat (12-5) Craft will be pinecone bird feeders.
2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference September 10-11, in Rockford. It will be held at the Embassy Suites downtown. Asked about parking and will send out information.
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/master-gardener-annual-conference
Next meeting will be Thursday, September 17 at 6:00 pm






