Gardener’s Pathway Committee Meeting
Wednesday, July 22, 2026
10:00 AM In-person and Zoom
 
In-person attendance: Connie Handel, Richard Dreier, Katy Kleinfeldt
Zoom attendance: Karen Irwin, Jane School
Minutes by Connie Handel

Important Dates
Wednesday, August 26, 2026 at 10 a.m. – next Committee meeting.  (This is one week later than normal due to Connie being gone on the third Wednesday of the month.)
Saturday, February 27, 2027 next year’s annual Gardener’s Pathway event
Sponsors discussion
a. Jane and Connie will work on a letter to be given to local businesses offering sponsorship opportunities for Gardener’s Pathway.  Two sponsor levels will be offered ($1 - $199 and $200 or above) with different perks for the two levels.
b. Committee members will be asked to submit a list of local businesses they would like to approach to hand deliver a sponsorship letter and answer questions about the event.  Connie will send out an email with more information.
Keynote Speaker
a. Connie received approval from County Director Heather Coyle to secure Melinda Myers for the keynote speaker for 2027.
b. Jane will let them know that we would like to move forward with Melinda as the keynote and will give them Connie’s contact information.
c. Committee will need to decide what topic we would like Melinda to present on.
d. Melinda is willing to do a book sale and signing.  If we have someone handle the sale portion while she signs, we would keep 35% of the proceeds ($9.44 per book).
Breakout Session Speakers
1.  Erin McNeal - ‘Winter Sowing’ (Confirmed)
1. Megan Provencher - ‘Native Plants for the Regular Garden’ (Confirmed)
1. Heinz Brothers – ‘Succulents’ (Confirmed)
1. Bruce Black – ‘Common Plant Diseases’ (Confirmed)
1. Karen Irwin – Preserving (canning, freezing, dehydrating) (Confirmed)
1. Janet Gallagher – something with soil, soil amendments, container soil, etc. (Connie has not heard back from her, will reach out again)
1. Monica Putnam – Hydrangeas (Connie will contact)
1. Troy Rorer – Houseplants (Karen I. will contact)
1. Bulbs/Tubers/Container bulbs – (Jane S. will ask Blumen and The Garden Market)

Other speaker or topic ideas that were not discussed at this meeting but will be kept for future
Speaker ideas
1) Roy Diblick
2) Robert Balek
3) Kim Hartmann
Topic ideas
1. Make and take (Lavendar, Air plants, Bee Hotel)
1. Composting (Peggy sometime)
1. N.I. Worm Farm (Connie contact 2028)
1. Edible Landscapes/Garlic (Karen Irwin- 2028)?
1. Container Gardening
1. Locally Grown Food
1. Fruit Trees
1. Vines in garden
1. Integrated pest management
1. Garden microclimate
1. Crop rotation
1. Dahlias
1. Dealing with slugs
1. Groundcovers
1. Mulch
1. Pawpaws – Austin Cliffe

[end]

