Ogle County Master Gardeners November Minutes
Thursday, November 5, 2026, 5:00pm
Flagg-Rochelle Library Board Room
Attendees: Jan, Tracy, Sara, Merilyn, Tricia, Terri, Sarah, Leslie, Teresa, Bethany, and Mary.
Introductions
	New Master Gardener Intern Teresa Adams
Volunteer Gateway
Annual signing of documents November, please complete as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Kelli at 815-544-3710.
Presentation
Herbalist and former Master Gardener Julie will speak on elderberries. A 30-minute presentation, to be counted as continuing education. Thank you, Mary, for getting us a speaker.
Speakers Bureaus
11/10, 5:30pm Terrariums, MG Sara and MG Tricia, Flagg-Rochelle Library, Rochelle If you have any clear dishes you would like to donate to make the terrariums, please bring them to the November meeting. 14 signed up
4/7, Butterfly Gardens, MG Tracy, Oregon Library, Oregon
6/2, Evening Gardens, MG Tracy, Oregon Library, Oregon
8/4, Body Smart Gardening/Fall Cleanup, MG Tracy, Oregon Library, Oregon
Ogle County Farm Stroll – Sunday, October 11 10am to 4pm    
MGs Terri and Phil set up a table at Hinrichs Farm (1675 S Columbian Rd.) High activity site. 50+ visitors to the MG table. Wind was an issue for the youth activity.
Seed Library
	Flagg-Rochelle
Kick-off meeting will be at 5:30pm November 17 downstairs at Flagg-Rochelle Library Event date will be Saturday, January 30 (National Seed Swap Day)
	

Oregon
February 16, 2027, Seed Library Kick-Off. Tracy will be doing a winter sowing presentation.
We are running low on native seeds. It was suggested and agreed upon to try a media post to try to get some donated. Media post has drop off sites as Flagg-Rochelle Library and Ogle Extension office.
Help Desk
The help desk questions that come in during our off season will be directed to Terri or Tricia. Please record any horticulture questions outside of help desk hours. No inquiries over the past month.
Ready, Set, Grow
8am – 12:30pm March 13, 2027, at Sauk Valley Community College. Terri, Bethany, and Tracy have volunteered to assist with the 2027 event. Small flowerpots to be used to place door prize tickets in. Purchase tablecloth for prize table. Two door prizes will be needed from Ogle County. Request gift cards as in previous years. Display table will be on body smart gardening.
Field Trips
2027 Field trip suggestion: Richardson Tulip Festival Mid-April through Mid-May
https://richardsonadventurefarm.com/TulipFestival/TulipFestival
2027 Field trip suggestion: Chicago Botanical Gardens. https://www.chicagobotanic.org/  Preregister up to 2 months in advance for free admission days. Parking fee still applies. Check website for dates.
 I would like to have one of next year’s field trips on the weekend so those working have an opportunity to attend.
Holiday Gathering
Thursday, December 3, we will meet at 5:00pm at Anderson Japanese Gardens for Illuminated (wintertime lights experience). Sarah has graciously offered several free passes into the gardens. Made-to-order Woodfire pizza available to order at the admission counter when you arrive. Cold beverages offered inside and hot beverages available outside. It was highly suggested to visit the All Aglow Holiday Display at Nicholas Conservatory and Gardens afterwards. Carpooling available. If you have a restaurant in mind in the event of weather-related closure, please let Jan know. https://andersongardens.org/illuminated/#:~:text=Caroler%20Schedule%20Subject%20to%20change.
https://nicholasconservatory.com/all-aglow
IL Extension Master Gardener State Advisory Committee Member
	If interested, ask Jan for an application
[bookmark: _Hlk229750584]2027 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference
September 9-10, 2027, in O’Fallon, IL “Building Community on the Seeds We Sow”
January Book Club
There will not be a meeting in January. We will do another virtual book club. The book this year is A Garden of Marvels by Ruth Kassinger. January 27th at 6: pm. Zoom link to come at a later date. 

Our next meeting will be February 4, 2027 at 10:00 am at The Village Bakery in Oregon.

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” -Unknown
Ideas for 2027 programming: Tricia and Mary would like perennials series and will survey people at the Seed Swap. Polo Farmers Market requested pollinator table. Mary suggested Herb of the Month classes and is interested in helping with Therapeutic Horticulture (Liberty Village and/or Oregon Rehabilitation). Country Road Greenhouse invited MG to set up at spring event. Garden Event at UMC -> can we move to Flagg-Rochelle Library. Focus House native garden? Local host for seed saving cohort. New SPIN club using Jr Master Gardener curriculum. 
