
 
 

Extension Advisory Council Meeting Minutes   
Extension serving Boone, DeKalb, and Ogle Counties - Unit 2 
Monday, September 29, 2025—6:00 p.m. 
Uptown Lanes/Back Alley Bar & Grill, 106 W 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 

 
Present: Extension Appointed Board Members: Patrick Deutsch, Lyle Hopkins, and Tom Walberg; 
Advisory Council Members: Mark Schuth, Sarah Hackbarth, Joyce Lewis, Barb Wych, Jeff Woodyatt, 
Barb Thrun, Abigail Kolthoff, Mallory King, Natalie Coy, Brooke Heinsohn, Jozzy Mundy, Kayse 
Rushford, Dan Dietrich, Stephanie King, and Tina Holtz; Staff: Heather Coyle, Mike Delany, Peggy 
Anesi, Connie Handel, Abigail Nelson, Jan Saglier, and Teresa Schwarz. 
 

This meeting convened at 6:10 PM. County Director Heather Coyle welcomed everyone and stated that we are 
here to connect with other advisory committees, gain a broader understanding of the Extension's work, 
welcome new members, and express gratitude to members with expiring terms.  
 
Coyle provided notification of the Illinois Open Meetings Act and the EEO Program Notification plan, noting that 
links to these documents were provided via the agenda. She said the Illinois Open Meeting Act training needs to 
be completed once in a lifetime. She stated that if you have already completed it, you should let Teresa S. know 
or take the training at your earliest convenience and send the completion certificate to Teresa S. so it can be on 
file. Coyle pointed out some of the contents in the folder that each member received, including the unit’s 2024 
impact report and flyers for upcoming programming within the unit.  
 
Notification of Unit 2 Signatories: Heather Coyle, Johnna Jennings, Jodi Baumgartner, and Melinda Colbert for FNB 
checking account (Boone & DeKalb). And Heather Coyle, Johnna Jennings, Jodi Baumgartner, and Melinda Colbert, 
for the Harvard checking account (Ogle). It was stated that since Johnna Jennings’ retirement, Mike Delany 
will be a signatory in her place.  
 
Teresa Schwarz announced the new and expiring members of the Extension Advisory Council. Please refer to 
the list attached to these minutes. Attachment A.  

 
Coyle turned the floor over to Barb Wych, Chair, and she headed the business portion of the meeting. She said 
everyone received last year's meeting minutes and read them for errors. Patrick Deutsch motioned to 
approve the minutes; Mark Schuth seconded the motion. The Council voted to approve the minutes.  
 
Chairperson called for committee reports:  
 
Health & Local Foods: Connie Handel reported on the programming suggestions made by the advisory council 
and how Extension addressed the needs programmatically through education this past year in all three 
counties. See attachment B.  
 
Natural Resources, Environment, and Energy:  Peggy Anesi and committee members Barb Wych and Jeff 
Woodyatt discussed the Watershed Stewards community education program and the watershed activities in 
DeKalb County. See attachment C.  
 



The meeting was paused for attendees for dinner. After about 45 minutes, the meeting resumed. 
 
Community and Economic Development: Mike Delany spoke about the programming they have been working 
on, including the upcoming Poverty Simulations, Hometown Leaders (which was replicated in all counties in 
Unit 2), and My Hometown is Cool. Heather stated that Mike is a shared CED educator with Unit 4, Lee, Carroll, 
and Whiteside counties. See attachment D. 
 
4-H & Youth: Abigail Nelson reported on this past year’s focus for the committee, which was in two areas- 
increasing awareness of programs and retention of current members.  See attachment E. 
Abigail asked, "Why is 4-H important?" Some people involved in 4-H mentioned leadership skills, how to 
communicate with larger crowds, volunteer opportunities, and numerous project opportunities.  
 
Coyle mentioned that it is a strategic planning year for Extension and that committees will review elements of 
the new strategic plan in the upcoming year. The focus is on youth retention, and the youth development 
element of programming needs to be intentional. Consistent themes for Extension serving Boone, DeKalb, and 
Ogle counties are: 1. Water, and 2. Leadership. Extension is a trusted agent helping communities. Coyle 
discussed how State Matching funds can increase the value of local contributions. Each year, the University of 
Illinois' Director of Extension requests state matching funds from the Illinois General Assembly, based on 
contributions from the local county board and partner agreements. Historically, 65% of local dollars have been 
matched. 
 
Chair Barb Wych continued the meeting with the election of the 2025-2026 officers, asking for volunteers 
willing to serve. A motion to elect new officers was seconded. Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRPERSON – Conduct the annual business portion of the meeting and sign council documents.             
 Barb Wych, Boone County 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON – Conduct the annual meeting in the chair’s absence.  
      Natalie Coy, Ogle County 
SECRETARY – Take minutes at the annual meeting and review minutes before distribution.  
 Luis Gonzalez, Boone County 

 
Natalie Coy motioned to adjourn the meeting; the Council voted to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 
8 p.m. 
 

 

                                                                ________________________________________ 
Council Roles Summarized: * Linking University of Illinois Extension with local leadership, communities, agencies, and organizations.  

* Supporting and advocating for Extension programs. Identifying needs and potential resources (human, financial, physical).  

* Advise on the program planning and implementation processes. * Assuring council membership represents all segments in the counties 

served.  * Assuring program outreach meets equal opportunity and program access guidelines. 
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