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& link to State Events

Please follow the directions in the Step-By-Step Guide:
https://go.illinois.edu/4HHowToReEnroll

Office Hours:
OR, watch the Re-Enrollment Video Tutorial: Monday- Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
https://go.illinois.edu/4HReEnroll Closed Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch

Monroe County Office
901 lllinois Ave., PO Box 117

All members and volunteers must re-enroll for the Waterloo, IL. 62298
2025-2026 4-H year. 618-939-3434, 618-939-7708 Fax
. Extension County Director
If you have any problems with enroliment, please contact William Catalano
Kelly at kmbrandt@illinois.edu .for qgsigtonce or consult the P T

ZSuite Help Documentation within the program. Emily Reece
4-H Program Coordinator

REVIEW/REQUEST PROJECT BOOKS:
Office Support Associate

Sue Scheibe
If you need to request 4-H project books, please do so here: °fﬁ°gi:';:|‘:)':(gj:igm"‘

https://go.illinois.edu/25-26 4-HProjectBookOrder

Visit our website:
. . . web.extension.illinois.edu/mms
You can review book options for your project(s) here: e [

https://shop4-h.org/pages/illinois-approved-curriculum University of lllinois Extension:
Monroe County 4-H

University of lllinois Extension-

The Monroe County Extension & 4-H Education Foundation Madison, Monroe and St. Clair Unit
will cover the cost of up to 3 books. Follow us on Instagram:

monroe_county_il_4h



https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/media/3572/download?inline=true
https://mediaspace.illinois.edu/media/t/1_ynhniela
https://shop4-h.org/pages/illinois-approved-curriculum
https://illinois.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9LZgomq0Klly7KC

PAGE 2 DECEMBER-JANUARY MONROE COUNTY

MONROE COUNTY 4-H SHIRT SALE!

Youth Small, Medium, Large & XL
Adult Small, Medium, Large, XL, XXL & XXXL

Need a special holiday gift?
Support 4-H and give a 4-H shirt!

Hoodies: NOW $18 (Marked down from $30)
Crewneck Sweatshirts: NOW $15 (Marked down from $25)
T-shirts: NOW $10 (Marked down from $15)

Checks or cash accepted.
(Checks can be made out to Monroe County 4-H Federation.)

Pick yours up at the Extension office, M-F, 8:00 am-4:30 pm.
(Closed 12-1 for lunch.)

4-H FIND OUT DAY!

THANK YOU to all of the 4-H members (and parents) who helped with the 4-H Find Out Day
at the Monroe County Farmer's Market on October 25. We had a variety of 4-H general
projects as well as a goat, rabbits, chicken, and a duck!
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING WITH 4-H

4-H PROGRAM WEATHER POLICY

When Monroe County schools are closed due to inclement
weather, county 4-H activities will also be closed unless
otherwise notified.

If the weather deteriorates in the evening before the
event, please check your email and Facebook for
cancellations.
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NEEDLE FELTING WORKSHOP

Youth recently learned about the intricate art of needle felting with WJHS Art Teacher, Annette Rau.
They also heard from Melanie Shelton, with Shearwater Farms, who taught about wool processing.
Participants used barbed needles to interlock wool fibers into firm shapes and designs, creating
decorative objects, including succulent and cactus "plants," during this workshop.

WIZARDING WITH 4-H WORKSHOP

Youth had an enchanting evening at the Morrison Talbot Library
on October 22! They learned about astronomy, made soil
"mandrakes", and created cauldrons of slime!
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2024-2025 4-H ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

The annual 4-H Achievement Program was held on Sunday, Nov. 2, at the Monroe County
Fairgrounds, hosted by the 4-H Federation. Many awards were presented to members and
volunteers for their accomplishments during the 2024-2025 4-H year. Great job, everyone!

45 Year Volunteer 15 Year Volunteers 5 Year Volunteers
Debbie Eckart Raeleen Neary Amy Kolweier
Brian Garleb (missing) Sarah Kolweier

Award Applications
Top Participation & Community Service:
Elizabeth Koch
Top Leadership: Natalie Finke
Top Project Learning: Gracie Stechmesser

Award Application Drawing Winners for Scores above 60:
Raegan Eckart (airpods),
Tessa Kolweier (tablet), Elliot Koch (speaker)

Top Treasurer:
Gracie Stechmesser
Top Secretary:
Kehrington Schultheis

National | Dare You Leadership Award:
Cohen Brandt
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JOIN THE HOOFBEATS COMPETITION TEAM!
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HARVEST NIGHT!

Thank you from the Harvest
Night Committee

Thank you from the Harvest Night
Committee. Thank you to all the
4-H clubs who created beautiful

poster displays for the entrance to

the Hecker Community Center and
for donating items for the live and
silent auctions.A special shout-out
to the incredible group of 4-H
Federation teens for their help in
many ways at the event, bringing
energy and commitment!

Thank you to the 4-H members
and their families who made
delicious cakes for the meal's

dessert!

Thank you to the 4-H families and
friends who attended and/or
donated items for the event. It was
a great event of fellowship and fun
to support all of the various areas
of Monroe County Extension
programming, scholarships, and
Baebler Educational Farm!
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WELCOME TO 4-H WORKSHOP
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COOK & CONNECT WORKSHOPS
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2025-2026 GOAT CHANGES

Please note the following updates for the coming year regarding market goats for
the Monroe County Fair:

The birth date for market goats has been moved from "after October 1" to "after
April 1, 2025." Exhibitors who wish to participate in the Monroe Co. Fair and State
Fair can still exhibit a child born after October 1.

In addition, the recommendations of an average daily gain of 0.20 and an ideal
weight of 75 pounds by the second weigh-in at the fair will remain. Please note
that these are still recommendations as we move toward adjusting the birth date.

The goal is to increase the quality of meat sold to consumers. The U of | Meat
Sciences Instructor has emphasized the importance of backfat in producing
high-quality meat. Goats without sufficient backfat tend to dry out excessively
when hanging at the packers, which reduces meat quality. Allowing for slightly
older animals will increase the likelihood of adequate backfat development,
ultimately leading to a better product for buyers.

LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS

All members are highly encouraged to fill out a 4-H Record Book for livestock
and/or horse projects they are exhibiting at a 4-H Show.

It is REQUIRED to fill out 4-H Record Books for any livestock that members are
selling at the Youth Livestock Auction.
Members must complete a livestock record book in the current year to be eligible
to sell in the preceding year, except for new members or members not previously
enrolled in that project.

In-progress Record Books should be shown by your leader at your May, June, or
July club meeting before 4-H Shows.

The PDF versions of the books are found here:
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord
They may be filled in on your computer, or you may print them off and fill them
in by hand (neatly).

The Instruction Guide is found here:
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide
It will help you through the process of filling out the book. Books are due at the
Extension office by September 15 for evaluation.
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Thank you to our 4-H families and
friends for their ongoing support all year!

We wish you a blessed Holiday Season!
Mouree Cennty Egtension %

Nondiscrimination Statement

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Official Notice

The commitment of the University of Illinois to the most fundamental principles of academic freedom, equality of
opportunity, and human dignity requires that decisions involving students and employees be based on individual merit and
be free from invidious discrimination in all its forms.

The University of Illinois will not engage in discrimination or harassment against any person because of race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, order of protection status, genetic information, marital status, disability, sexual
orientation including gender identity, unfavorable discharge from the military or status as a protected veteran and will
comply with all federal and state nondiscrimination, equal opportunity and Civil Rights laws, orders and regulations. This
nondiscrimination policy applies to admissions, employment, access to and treatment in the University programs and
activities. University complaint and grievance procedures provide employees and students with the means for the resolution
of complaints that allege a violation of this Statement. Members of the public should direct their inquiries or complaints to
the appropriate equal opportunity office.

For additional information or assistance on the equal opportunity, affirmative action and harassment policies of University
of Illinois Extension, please contact the Affirmative Action Officer, 111 Mumford Hall, 1301 West Gregory, Urbana IL
61801.
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December 15
December 18
December 30

Dec. 21-dan. 1
Jan. 1

January 27
January 27

February 14

DECEMBER -JANUARY MONROE COUNTY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Livestock Judging Team Meeting, 6:30 pm, Annex
Christmas Caroling at Magnolia Terrace-Waterloo, 6:30 pm
Hoofbeats Competition Team Info Meeting, 6:30 pm, Annex
Extension Office Closed for Christmas Holiday

Complete your re-enrollment in ZSuite for the new 4-H year
Cook & Connect, 3:15-5:00 pm, Annex

Welcome to 4-H Workshop, 6:30 pm, Annex

Steer Weigh-in, Monroe County Fairgrounds

What’s going on with lllinois 4-H?

Find out here:
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/12/2010819512.html




