4-H FAMILY

MADISON COUNTY
DECEMBER 2025 AND JANUARY 2026

NEWS

Hello 4-H Families,

It's already December! I'm not sure where
November went, but [ hope you had the
chance to spend time with family and
friends. The 4-H staff for Unit 22 is very
grateful to have you as part of our
Madison County 4-H family. Happy
holidays and best wishes as we head into
the new year!

A reminder to submit your 4-H
enrollment as soon as possible. Please
send a thank-you card to our two
sponsors: Madison County Farm Bureau -
900 Hillsboro Ave. Edwardsville, IL, and
Southwestern Electric Cooperative - 525
US Route 40, Greenville, IL 62246 (Attn:
Jennifer Gillan, Member Services
Manager).

Please don't hesitate to contact me at
618-344-4230 with any questions!

Thank you,

Meghan Cope | 4-H Program Coordinator

Serving Madison and St. Clair Counties |
mawolff@illinois.edu
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extension.illinois.edu/mms
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2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK

Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families.
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCounty4-HHandbook.

The handbook goes over what 4-H is, the policies, what clubs do, the event calendarr,
and so much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via
email at mawolff@illinois.edu

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

Youth five through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups.

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs.

A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must:

» Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not
comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums,
or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members.
(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must
attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.)

* Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year.

* Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book
by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able
to participate in a livestock market class the following year.

e Complete enroliment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may
enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects
can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted
online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs).


https://extension.illinois.edu/media/7579/download?inline
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu

4-H Enrollment Information

As of December 4th, 2025 we have 187 4-H members/cloverbuds in the ZSuites
system.
Enroliment for the 2025-2026 4-H year is open!
We will again be using the Z-Suite platform to collect enrollment information. New
members, please use the instructions below to create a household account for your
family and enroll youth members. Returning members, please use the same login
information as last year. Adults who are screened as volunteers must also enroll in
Z-Suites. If you have any questions, please email Meghan at mawolff@illinois.edu or
call 618-344-4230.

There is a $20 fee for all youth enrolled in the lllinois 4-H program.
Enrollment fees will be sponsored by Madison County Farm Bureau, 900
Hillsboro Ave. Edwardsville, IL, and Southwestern Electric Cooperative,
525 US Route 40, Greenville, IL 62246 (Attn: Jennifer Gillan, Member
Services Manager). 4-H Clubs and Families are encouraged to send a
THANK YOU note to both sponsors for their generosity.

Z-Suites
https:/l4h.zsuite.org/

Instructions to enroll:

New Members: https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCountyZSuiteQuickStartGuide

Returning Members: https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCountyZSuiteReenrollmentinstructions
Leaders: https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCountyZSuiteClubLeaderManagementGuide

Please mark all the projects they are interested in on the youth's account. When Fair Entry is
released in April/May, that is when they will commit to which project from Z-Suites they plan to
show at the 2026 fair.

The deadline to enroll to be able to show during the 2026 fair season is January 15, 2026. If they are

not enrolled by January 15, youth will not be able to show any projects for the 2026 fair season. 4-H

members can still sign up to participate in 4-H after the deadline, but are not allowed to attend the
2026 fair season.


https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCountyZSuiteClubLeaderManagementGuide
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCountyZSuiteReenrollmentInstructions
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCountyZSuiteQuickStartGuide
https://4h.zsuite.org
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu

Hi everyone! My name is Alyssa Elliott, and | have just been given the opportunity of a
lifetime: serving as an Illinois State Delegate for the 2025 National 4-H Congress. | was one out
of ten youth picked from the state of Illinois to attend 4-H Congress in Atlanta, Georgia, for
five days. At this event, 42 of the 50 states were represented, and over 700 youth attendees
attended. This year's theme was 'Courage to grow, Heart to serve'. During my time there, | had
the opportunity to talk to youth from all over, learn about how 4-H impacts them, and even
trade really cool state pins with each other. Each day, they offered us different workshops to
attend, which ranged from discussions about Artificial Intelligence to a Dancing with the
Stars-themed workshop.

Along with the workshops, one day was dedicated to community service in Atlanta. This is our
way of giving back to Atlanta and thanking them for hosting us. To start each day, they had an
opening ceremony with guest speakers ranging from Dr. Laymon Hicks to the President and
CEO of the National 4-H Council, Jill Bramble. These speakers motivated us to get up, get out,
and serve our communities, and also talked about how we were the future of the world. My
favorite part of the whole event was getting to know the other youth and learning about their
4-H experiences. It really opened my eyes to how big 4-H really is around the United States. |
encourage everyone to try their hardest for this opportunity because it truly is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that has brought me and so many others friendships and
memories that will last us a lifetime.



Prairie Youth 4-H Club volunteered at Helping Hands
Food Pantry in mid-November. They worked hard to

organize food items in preparation for the holidays.
Great job!

B



The St. Jacob 4-H Club visited Lucky Rooster in St. Jacob. Lucky
Rooster employees discussed the pros and cons of owning a
business and turning a passion into a profitable venture. They

also talked about food waste and sanitation. Then they had
their award recognition. Keep up the great work!

B
B



Good Producers 4-H Club held its 94th Annual Achievement Night
on November 16. Special guest speakers from the Highland Police
Department and the K-9 unit. They demonstrated how quickly

Rocco can detect drugs and discussed how they train him

regularly so that he is not distracted by other smells, even those
like fried chicken, which was still sitting on the table from dinner.

LI




Alhambra Morning Glories 4-H Club was spreading holiday cheer
at the Hitz Nursing Home by caroling on December 3rd, 2025!




































Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs

Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting Sports
Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any
questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at mawolff@illinois.edu.

Grant Prairie Shooting
Sports

Meeting: Seasonal
Discipline- Shotgun
Location: New Douglas
Leader: Jennifer Mucklow
(j.mucklowO7@yahoo.com)

Iron Sight Shooting
Sports Club

Meeting Date: Seasonal
Discipline- Rifle

Location: Alton

Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry
(d?rrelI.chrisenberry59@gmail.co
m

Open Sight Shooting
Sports Club

Meeting: Seasonal

Description: Archery
MeetingDate:EveryotherFridayat
2:30pminDorsey

Leader: Mindy Cory
(mindy.j.cory@gmail.com)

Staunton Road Rangers
Shooting Sports Club

Meeting Date: Seasonal
Discipline- Pistol, Rifle, and
Shotgun

Location: Edwardsville
Leader: Max and Tamsey
Bremer
(maxandtams@gmail.com)


mailto:maxandtams@gmail.com
mailto:mindy.j.cory@gmail.com
mailto:darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.co
mailto:j.mucklow07@yahoo.com
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu



















CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 2025
* Dec 15 Deadline for 4-H Gingerbread House Contest
* Dec. 24 - Jan 1 Office Closed for Holiday Break

January 2025

e Jan 5 - Career Day at Hawthorne Animal Hospital

* Jan 15: ZSuites enroliment closes

* Jan. 27 - Around the World with 4-H - International Night

February
* February 3 - Showbook Cover Contest Due
* February 7 - Steer Weigh-In

March
* March 23- Public Speaking Contest

4-H PROGRAM WEATHER POLICY:

When Madison County schools are closed due to inclement weather, county
4-H activities will also be closed unless otherwise notified. If the weather gets
bad in the evening before the event, please watch your email and Facebook for
cancellations.

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of lllinois | U.S. Department of
Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of lllinois Extension provides equal opportunities in
programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office.
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