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NEWS

Hello 4-H Famiilies,

It's already December! I'm not sure where
November went, but [ hope you had the
chance to spend time with family and
friends. The 4-H staff is very grateful to
have you as part of our St. Clair County 4-H
family. Happy holidays and best wishes as
we head into the new year!

A reminder to submit your 4-H enrollment
as soon as possible. Please send a thank-you
card to our two sponsors: St. Clair County
Farm Bureau, 1478 IL-15, Belleville, IL 62221,
and St. Clair County Livestock Boosters,
7062 Funk School Road, Freeburg, IL 62243.

More information and instructions on how
to enroll are listed below.

Please don't hesitate to contact me at
618-344-4230 with any questions!

Thank you,
Meghan Cope | 4-H Program Coordinator
Serving Madison and St. Clair Counties |
mawolff@illinois.edu
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Office Hours:

Monday- Thursday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Friday by appointment only
Closed Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch
Monroe County Office
901 lllinois Ave., PO Box 117
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-3434, 618-939-7708 Fax

Madison-St. Clair County Branch Office
900 Hillsboro Ave
Edwardsville, IL 62025
618-344-4230
uie-mms@illinois.edu

University of IL Extension at the JJK
FAN Innovation Center _
2051 Lynch Ave
East St. Louis, IL 62204
618-875-8939, 618-875-8786 Fax

Extension County Director
William Catalano
4-H Youth Educator
Emily Reece

Madison & St. Clair 4-H
Coordinator
Meghan Cope

Office Support Specialist
Nicole Hellon

Visit our website:
extension.illinois.edu/mms

Like us on Facebook:
University of lllinois Extension:
St. Clair County 4-H

University of lllinois Extension-
Madison, Monroe and St. Clair Unit

Follow us on Instagram:

Madison, Monroe, St. Clair- IL
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mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu

2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK

Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families:
https://go.illinois.edu/StClairCounty4-HHandbook.

The handbook goes over what 4-H is, the policies, what clubs do, the event calendar, and so
much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via email at
mawolff@illinois.edu

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

Youth five through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups.

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs.

A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must:
¢ Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not
comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums, or
receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members. (College
students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must attend at
least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.)

* Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year.

e Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book by
September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able to
participate in a livestock market class the following year.

e Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may
enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects
can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted
online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs).
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4-H Enrollment Information

As of December 5th, 2025 we have 76 4-H members/cloverbuds in the ZSuites
system.

We will again be using the Z-Suite platform to collect enrollment information. New
members, please use the instructions below to create a household account for your
family and enroll youth members. Returning members, please use the same login
information as last year. Adults who are screened as volunteers must also enroll in
Z-Suites. If you have any questions, please email Meghan at mawolff@illinois.edu or
call 618-344-4230.

There is a $20 fee for all youth enrolled in the lllinois 4-H program.
Enrollment fees will be sponsored by the St. Clair County Farm Bureau, 1478
IL-15, Belleville, IL 62221, and the St. Clair County Livestock Boosters, 7062
Funk School Road, Freeburg, IL 62243. 4-H Clubs and Families are
encouraged to send a THANK YOU note to both sponsors for their
generosity.

Z-Suites
https:/l4h.zsuite.orgl/

Instructions to enroll:

New Members: https://go.illinois.edu/StClairCountyZSuiteQuickStartGuide
Returning Members: https://go.illinois.edu/StClairZSuiteReenrollmentinstructions

Please mark all the projects they are interested in on the youth's account. When Fair Entry is
released in April/May, that is when they will commit to which project from Z-Suites they plan to
showcase at the 2026 fair.

The deadline to enroll to be able to show during the 2026 fair season is January 15, 2026. If they are
not enrolled by January 15, youth will not be able to show any projects for the 2026 fair season. 4-H
members can still sign up to participate in 4-H after the deadline, but are not allowed to attend the

2026 fair season.
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COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICE

Thank you to all the clubs and individuals who
donated items for the Dog and Cat Supply
Drive! Altogether, we collected 105 items for
the St. Clair County Animal Adoption Center!










Save the Date for the 2026 4-H Public Speaking Show!

If you would like to participate in the show, make sure to
add it to your ZSuites account under Projects.
If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope at mawolff@illinois.edu.
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St. Clair County Shooting
Sports 4-H Clubs

Are you interested in joining a St. Clair County 4-H Shooting Sports
Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any
questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at mawolff@illinois.edu.

W 4-H Blasters Rifle Shooting W st. Clair Hot Shots Archery
Sports Club Shooting Sports Club
Meeting: 1st Saturday Meeting: 1st Saturday of
of the month Discipline- the month
Rifle Location: Lebanon Description: Archery
Leader: Ryan Stoks MeetingDate:Lebanon
(rstoksdadd@gmail.com) Leader: Ryan Stoks

(rstoksdadd@gmail.com)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 2025
* Dec 15 Deadline for 4-H Gingerbread House Contest
* Dec. 24 - Jan 1 Office Closed for Holiday

January 2025
e Jan 5: Career Day at Hawthorne Animal Hospital
* Jan 15: ZSuites enroliment closes

February
* February 2 - Showbook Cover Contest Due

March
* March 23 - Public Speaking Contest

4-H PROGRAM WEATHER POLICY:

When St. Clair County schools are closed due to inclement weather, county 4-H
activities will also be closed unless otherwise notified. If the weather gets bad
in the evening before the event, please watch your email and Facebook for
cancellations.

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
University of lllinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of lllinois
Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to
attend, call the registration office.



