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840 TAGS IN BEEF, DAIRY CATTLE, AND SWINE 

840 Tag Requirement 

New this year, all swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA official animal 
identification number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically 
readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some basic 
questions: 

Who must have the 840 tag? 
Beef – all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair 
Dairy Cattle – all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair 
Swine – all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair 

Where do I get the 840 tag? 
Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder) 
Local Veterinarian 
Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco) 
Purchase from Department of Agriculture: 
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html 

How do I purchase my own tags? 
The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID 
from the state of Illinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply 
store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture. 

We don’t have a Premise ID, and it hasn’t been updated. What do we do? 
You can obtain an application from the Illinois Department of Agriculture and send it in. 
The turnaround time is very quick. 
If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, reach out to agr.premises@illinois.gov, and 
she will help you! 
If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto https://agr.illinois.gov and search for 
“Fillable Premise Form,” then fill it out and email it to the address listed on the form. 

Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show? 
Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag. 

If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds. 
There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are 
checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fined. 
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4-H Grant 
 Madison County Farm Bureau Young Leaders utilized $5,000 of proceeds from their annual 
golf scramble to fund 4-H project grants. The purpose of the grant is to supply funding to support 
the growth of projects before fair season. Grant applications ranged from livestock show supplies 
to welding & woodworking materials to art classes and more! All 52 4-H applications received the 
award! The top 10 applications were awarded $250 to support their 2026 4-H project. Those top 
recipients are Amelia Reding, Ava Meyer, Briggs Eilers, Ethan Engelke, Grace Madson, Harper 
Merkel, Jemma Dorsey, Lincoln Zimmerman, Mia Abernathy, and Warren Musgrave. 

Madison County Farm Bureau Young Leaders would love to feature your grant award and project 
in our Madison County Farm Bureau newsletter and social media, so please send in a brief report 
and photo when you put your funds to use. Information can be emailed to 
manager@madcofb.org. 

4-H Applicants 
• George Unterbrink - Beef Cattle
• Grace Unterbrink - Beef Cattle
• Jemma Dorsey - Beef Cattle
• Lane Kunz - Beef Cattle
• Leni Schoen - Beef Cattle
• Levi Musgrave - Beef Cattle
• Lily DeMange - Beef Cattle
• Lydia Kampwerth - Beef Cattle
• Maris Barr - Beef Cattle
• Maveric Schwarz - Beef Cattle
• Rhett Schoen - Beef Cattle
• Sophia Schwarz - Beef Cattle
• Teagan Barr - Beef Cattle
• Tyler DeMange - Beef Cattle
• Warren Wusgrave - Beef Cattle
• Wade Kampwerth - Beef Cattle/Poultry
• Dominick Kampwerth -Beef Cattle/Swine
• Mason Junker-Schrumpf - Beef Cattle/Welding
• Alyssa Elliott - Cooking
• Ava Meyer - Dairy Cattle
• Grace Madson - Horticulture
• Atlee Meffert - Poultry
• Oliver Reding - Poultry/Swine
• Sawyer Meffert - Poultry/Swine
• Harper Merkel - Rabbit
• Anders Page - Robotics
• Aubrey Barr - Sheep
• Jase Kunz - Sheep
• Owen Akers - Sheep
• Aubrey Barr - Sheep
• Jase Kunz - Sheep

• Owen Akers - Sheep
• Allison Reding - Swine
• Amelia Reding - Swine
• Ella Simon - Swine
• Emma Jackson - Swine
• Emma Simon - Swine
• Jack Akers - Swine
• Junior Hellon - Swine
• Reese Zobrist - Swine
• Savannah Hellon - Swine
• Tommy Jackson - Swine
• Ben Zimmerman - Visual Arts - 3D Mixed Media 

Diorama
• Kollin Jansen - Visual Arts - 3D Mixed Media 

Diorama
• Ethan Engelke - Visual Arts -3D Printing
• Mia Abernathy - Visual Arts - 

Chalk/Carbon/Pigment
• Levi Haas - Visual Arts Heritage Arts
• Kyler Jansen - Visual Arts - Metal
• Raeleigh Pfershy - Visual Arts - Metal
• Tenley Henkhaus - Visual Arts - Scrapbooking
• Ava Avernathy - Visual Arts - 

Chalk/Carbon/Pigment 
• Briggs Eilers - Welding
• Bryce Meyer - Welding
• Lincoln Zimmerman - Welding
• Alan Winte - Welding
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QAEC Training 
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The Staunton Road Rangers Shooting Sports 4-H Club has been 
holding its winter practices at the Highland Pistol and Rifle Club. 
Thank you to the Highland Piston and Rifle Club for allowing our 4-H 
Club to use your facilities!
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Club Spotlight



We kicked off the new year with our first meeting for 4-H Teens as 
Teachers, partnered with Madison County CAREE/Ag in the 
Classroom. The participants learned more about the program and 
received training in the Clean Hands, Healthy Bodies. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for February 17th at 6 PM at the C.A.R.E.E. 
building. Youth aged 14 to 18 who are interested in joining 4-H Teens 
as Teachers should contact Meghan Cope at mawolff@illinois.edu.
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4-H Teens as Teachers
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Youth five through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the 
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups. 

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth 
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs. 

A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must: 
• Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not 

comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums, 
or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members. 
(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must 
attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.) 

• Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year. 

• Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book 
by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able 
to participate in a livestock market class the following year. 

• Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may 
enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects 
can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted 
online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs). 

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES 

Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families. 
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCounty4-HHandbook. 

The handbook goes over what 4-H is, the policies, what clubs do, the event calendar, 
and so much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via 

email at mawolff@illinois.edu 

2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK 

https://extension.illinois.edu/media/7579/download?inline
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Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs 

Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting 
Sports Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have 

any questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at 
mawolff@illinois.edu. 

Grant Prairie Shooting Sports Open Sight Shooting Sports Club 

Staunton Road Rangers Shooting 
Sports Club 

Meeting: Seasonal 
Discipline- Shotgun 
Location: New Douglas 
Leader: Jennifer Mucklow 
(j.mucklow07@yahoo.com) 

Meeting Date: Seasonal 
Discipline- Pistol, Rifle, and Shotgun 
Location: Edwardsville 
Leader: Max and Tamsey Bremer 
(maxandtams@gmail.com) 

Meeting: Seasonal 
Description: Archery 
Meeting Date: Every other Friday at 
2:30 pm in Dorsey  
Leader: Mindy Cory 
(mindy.j.cory@gmail.com) 

Meeting Date: Seasonal 
Discipline- Rifle 
Location: Alton 
Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry 
(darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com) 

Iron Sight Shooting Sports Club 
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Madison County 4-H shirts are available in the 
Edwardsville Office for $15 per shirt! 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday 

8:00 am - 4:30 pm and closed for lunch 12 pm - 1 pm. 

Friday by appointment



COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of Illinois 

Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to 
attend, call the registration office. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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What’s going on with Illinois 4-H? 

Find out here: 
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 

February 
• February 3 - Showbook Cover Contest Due 
• February 3 - The 4-H Playbook for Working With Youth As Partners Workshop 

for 4-H Volunteers
• February 7 - Steer Weigh-In 
• February 10 - Around the World with 4-H - International Night
• February 17 - 4-H Teens as Teachers Meeting
• February 21 - 4-H Career Day Hawthorne Animal Hospital 
• February 24 - 4-H Shopping in Style at Glik's in Highland

March 
• March 11 - Madison County Fairground Clean Up and YQCA Training
• March 23- Public Speaking Contest 

April
• April 2 - National Day of Service for Madison County: Cleaning up SIUE 

Gardens

4-h program weather policy: 

When Madison County schools are closed due to inclement weather, county 
4-H activities will also be closed unless otherwise notified. If the weather gets 

bad in the evening before the event, please watch your email and Facebook for 
cancellations. 


