MADISON COUNTY 4-H
FAMILY MARCH 2026

NEWS

Hello 4-H Families,

Spring is just around the corner! Check out
all the upcoming events and information
below. Feel free to contact the 4-H Staff
with any 4-H questions or concerns.

Thank you.

Meghan Cope | 4-H Educator
Serving Madison and St. Clair Counties
mawolff@illinois.edu

Please help us welcome Emily Wolff to our Unit 22
team as the Edwardsville Office Support Assistant.

She’s a proud 4-H alumna from Macoupin County
and earned her master’s degree in literature from
SIUE. In her free time, Emily enjoys reading and is
excited to learn more about all that Extension has to
offer beyond 4-H.

Office Hours:
Monday- Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Closed Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch
Monroe County Office

901 lllinois Ave., PO Box 117
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-3434, 618-939-7708 Fax
Madison-St. Clair County Branch Office
900 Hillsboro Ave, Suite 4
Edwardsville, IL 62025
618-344-4230
University of IL Extension at the JJK
FAN Innovation Center

2051 Lynch Ave

East St. Louis, IL 62204
618-875-8939, 618-875-8786 Fax

Extension County Director
William Catalano
4-H Youth Educator

Meghan Cope

Office Manager
Nicole Hellon

Office Support Assistant
Emily Wolff

Visit our website:
extension.illinois.edu/mms

Like us on Facebook:

University of lllinois Extension:
Madison County 4-H

University of lllinois Extension-
Madison, Monroe and St. Clair Unit

Follow us on Instagram:
Madison, Monroe, St. Clair- IL
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Scholarships

Lucille and Lester Korsmeyer 4-H Scholarship
* Requirements:
* Deadline: April 15, 2026
* A high school senior who has been actively involved in 4-H for a minimum of four years
* A permanent resident of Madison, St. Clair or Monroe County

* The applicant will be chosen based on several criteria, including a minimum 3.0 GPA based on a
4.0 scale, a history of 4-H involvement, and other school and community activities.

* The application is available at: https://go.illinois.edu/Korsmeyer

2026 George McKibben Memorial Scholarship Applications
* Sponsor(s):

* This award is sponsored by the Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts and
its foundation.

* Eligibility:

* Any student who is a senior in high school or any college student currently enrolled in any
state college in Illinois (see eligible colleges in purpose above), in an agriculture degree program,
is eligible for nomination by their local soil and water conservation district or self-nomination.

* To be eligible a student must:

* Be a senior in high school desiring to pursue an agriculture degree program and or be a
full-time (minimum of 12 credit hours) college student enrolled in an agriculture degree program
at any state university in Illinois.

» Have a grade point average of 3.2 on a 4.0 scale or a 4.0 on a 5.0 scale.
* Submit a copy of the latest official transcript.

* List all extracurricular or community activities, including offices held from high school forward


https://go.illinois.edu/Korsmeyer
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Memorial

Alhambra Morning Glories 4-H Club donated a
bench in memory of Deb Stocker outside the
Free Little Library in their little town.

Shotgun
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On February 21, 4-H members from Madison and St. Clair County participated
in our first Career Day Tour at Hawthorne Animal Hospital in Edwardsville, IL.
The youth toured the facility, learned how to perform a basic check-up on a
dog, listened to a dog's heartbeat, and had their questions answered by the
staff. Thank you to Hawthorne Animal Hospital for your hospitality!
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QAEC Training
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We are excited about our new 4-H year, and we hope you are, too! We have a couple of
livestock-related changes we would like to bring to your attention as the new year begins.

840 Tag Requirement

New this year, all swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA official animal
identification number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically
readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some basic
questions:

¢ Who must have the 840 tag?

o Beef - all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair

o Dairy Cattle - all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair

o Swine - all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair

Where do | get the 840 tag?

o Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder)

o Local Veterinarian

o Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco)

o Purchase from Department of Agriculture:
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html

How do | purchase my own tags?

o The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID
from the state of lllinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply
store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture.

We don’t have a Premise ID, which hasn’t been updated. What do we do?

o You can obtain an application from the lllinois Department of Agriculture and send it in.
The turnaround time is very quick.

o If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, contact agr.premises@illinois.gov, and she
will help youl!

o If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto https://agr.illinois.gov and search for
“Fillable Premise Form,” then fill it out and email it to the address listed on the form.

Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show?
o Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag.

o If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds.
o There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are
checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fined.
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Check out the Madison County Foundation’s
4-H Event Scholarship!

Interested in trying a new 4-H experience but not sure about the cost? Think about
applying for a 4-H Event Scholarship! The Madison County Extension Education
Foundation is offering up to five half-fee scholarships for this 4-H program year for
members to help cover costs to attend 4-H events such as the 4-H camp, the Illini
Summer Academies, Outdoor Adventures Camp, or the Jr. Leadership Conference.
Maximum scholarship amounts are $100.

This is a “post-event” scholarship, meaning you must register, attend the event, and
complete the requirements before receiving the funds for the scholarship.
Applications are due 2 weeks before an event’s registration deadline, along with a
separate reference leader from your 4-H leader. (Restrictions on who can serve as
a reference are noted on the application.) If a member is selected for a
scholarship, they must attend the event and, within 2 weeks after the event,
provide a follow-up report on what they learned and how they plan to share the
information.

egistrations for Memorial 4-H Camp will open January 13. If you are interested in
applying for the camp scholarship, the new application should be available shortly
on the Madison County 4-H webpage: 4-H in Madison County | Serving Madison,
Monroe, and St. Clair Counties | lllinois Extension | UIUC. Scroll down to Scholarships
and click on the Madison County Foundation 4-H Event Scholarship link.

4-H members can only be accepted for one scholarship each program year.
Should a member be selected for a scholarship but not complete the
requirements, that member will not be eligible for future scholarships. Please
remember that a limited number of scholarships are available each 4-H program
year.
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2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK

Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families.
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCounty4-HHandbook.

The handbook goes over what 4-H is, the policies, what clubs do, the event calendarr,
and so much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via
email at mawolff@illinois.edu

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

Youth five through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups.

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs.

A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must:

» Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not
comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums,
or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members.
(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must
attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.)

* Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year.

* Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book
by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able
to participate in a livestock market class the following year.

e Complete enroliment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may
enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects
can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted
online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs).


https://extension.illinois.edu/media/7579/download?inline
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Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs

Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting Sports

Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any

Grant Prairie Shooting
Sports

Meeting: Seasonal
Discipline- Shotgun
Location: New Douglas
Leader: Jennifer Mucklow
(j.mucklowO7@yahoo.com)

Iron Sight Shooting
Sports Club

Meeting Date: Seasonal
Discipline- Rifle
Location: Alton

Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry
(darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com)

questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at mawolff@illinois.edu.

Open Sight Shooting
Sports Club

Meeting: Seasonal
Description: Archery

Meeting Date: Every other Friday
at 2:30 pm in Dorsey

Leader: Mindy Cory
(mindy.j.cory@gmail.com)

Staunton Road Rangers
Shooting Sports Club

Meeting Date: Seasonal
Discipline- Pistol, Rifle, and
Shotgun

Location: Edwardsville

Leader: Max and Tamsey Bremer
(maxandtams@gmail.com)
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Madison County 4-H shirts are available in the
Edwardsville office for $15 per shirt!

The office is open Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:30 pm and closed for lunch 12 pm -1 pm.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March

* March 11 - Madison County Fairground Clean Up and YQCA Training

* March 23- Public Speaking Contest

* March 30 - QPR: Question, Persuade, Refer: Suicide Prevention Gatekeeper
Training (for volunteers

* March 31 - Teen as Teacher Meeting 6 pm

April

* April 2 - National Day of Service for Madison County: Cleaning up SIUE
Gardens

* April 7 - Leaders Meeting

May

* May 1- Deadline to complete YQCA and QAEC
* May 9 - Unit 4-H Horse Show

* May 16 - 4-H Day with the Cardinals

What’s going on with lllinois 4-H?

Find out here:
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
University of lllinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of lllinois
Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to
attend, call the registration office.



