
MONROE COUNTY 

4-H FAMILY
YQCA TRAINING & LIVESTOCK CLINIC TABLE OF 

CONTENTS 
Pages 1-14 County Information 
Page 15: Calendar of Events & 
Link to State Events 

Extension County Director 
William Catalano 

4-H Youth Educator 
Emily Reece 

4-H Program Coordinator 
Kelly Brandt 

Office Support Associate 
Sue Scheibe 

Office Support Assistant 
D’Angelo Young 

Visit our website: 
web.extension.illinois.edu/mms 

Like us on Facebook: 
University of Illinois Extension: 

Monroe County 4-H 
University of Illinois Extension– 

Madison, Monroe and St. Clair Unit 

Follow us on Instagram: 
monroe_county_il_4h 

Monroe County Office 
901 Illinois Ave., PO Box 117 

Waterloo, IL 62298 
618-939-3434, 618-939-7708 Fax 

Office Hours: 
Monday- Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Closed Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch 

APRIL  2026 

       NEWS 



PAGE 2 APRIL MONROE COUNTY 

GENERAL PROJECTS SHOWBOOK 

Winners received a $25 gift card from Rural King, sponsored by the 4-H Beef Committee. Judging 
was done by 4-H Alum, Adam Doyle. 

The 4-H Showbook is available to view online at https://go.illinois.edu/Showbook-General 
The Showbook contains show dates and project guidelines for the: 

•  Public Speaking Show 
• Horse Show 

• Food Demo Show 
• Show-A-Rama (general projects) 

The 4-H Fair Showbook will be posted soon! 

4-H SHOW REQUIREMENTS 
To exhibit projects at the County and State levels at the end of the year, 

you must meet the following requirements: 

• Attend at least four meetings during the 4-H year in your primary club. 
• Give a talk or demonstration at your 4-H club meeting. 

• Enroll in 4-H by January 1, 2026. 
• All livestock project members must show their leader an in-progress 
Livestock Record Book at their May, June, or July Club meeting before 

the county fair AND complete their book by September 15. 
• Additional show and livestock auction requirements are found in the 

4-H Showbooks. 

https://go.illinois.edu/Showbook-General
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QUALITY ASSURANCE & ETHICS 
CERTIFICATION 

STATE & COUNTY FAIR LIVESTOCK HEALTH 
REQUIREMENTS 

The 2026 State and County Fair Livestock Health Requirements from the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture are posted online at  
https://go.illinois.edu/FairHealthRequirements. 

4-H FAMILY HANDBOOK 
Need to know more about... 
· Project selection 
· 4-H Shows 
· Member expectations 
· Livestock requirements 
· Where to go for questions 

Check out the Monroe County 4-H Handbook: 
https://go.illinois.edu/FamilyHandbook 

https://go.illinois.edu/FamilyHandbook
https://go.illinois.edu/FairHealthRequirements
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YOUTH COOKING SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
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NEW: YOUTH COOKING SCHOOL JUNIOR!  
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EDUCATIONAL HIKE SERIES FOR YOUTH & ADULTS! 
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4-H DAY WITH THE CARDINALS 
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MONROE COUNTY 4-H TEENS AS TEACHERS 
The Monroe County 4�H Teens as Teachers program continues to empower 
local teens through hands-on leadership and career exploration. This summer, 
our 4-H Teen Teachers will bring Ag in the Classroom lessons to children in 
daycares across the county, helping young learners discover the world of 
agriculture through fun, engaging activities. 

To kick off their preparation, the teens recently toured the Sydenstricker 
Nobbe Partners in Waterloo, IL. During the visit, Brad Nobbe and Jeff 
Matzenbacher gave a tour of the store, repair shop, and operations facilities. 
They also shared the many career opportunities that are available locally and 
throughout the Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners Company. 

Programs like 4-H Teens as Teachers give young people the chance to build 
communication skills, gain teaching experience, and develop confidence — all 
while making a positive impact in their community. 

THANK YOU Sydenstricker 
Nobbee Partners! 
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SHEEP FEST 
4-H members are encouraged to participate in the 

youth Sheep & Goat Judging Contest 
at 9:00 a.m. in the cattle barn! Prizes will be awarded! 
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SPRING SHEEP SHOWCASE 
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GENERAL LIVESTOCK INFO 
Livestock Birth/Ownership/Tattoo Dates: 

https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockOwnershipDeadlines 

Livestock Exhibition Health Guidelines: 
(2026 Coming Soon) 

https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockHealthRequirements 

LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS 
All members are highly encouraged to fill out a 4-H Record Book for livestock and/or 

horse projects they are exhibiting at a 4-H Show. 

It is REQUIRED to fill out 4-H Record Books for any livestock that members are selling 
at the Youth Livestock Auction. 

Members must complete a livestock record book in the current year to be eligible to 
sell in the preceding year, except for new members or members not previously 

enrolled in that project. 

In-progress Record Books should be shown by your leader at your May, June, or July 
club meeting before 4-H Shows. 

The PDF versions of the books are available here: 
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord 

They may be filled in on your computer, or you may print them off and fill them in by 
hand (neatly). 

The Instruction Guide is available here:  
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide 

It will help you through the process of filling out the book. Books are due at the 
Extension office by September 15 for evaluation. 

RECORD KEEPING & AWARD APPLICATIONS 

The 2025-2026 4-H Award Applications are available on our website: 
https://go.illinois.edu/Monroe_AwardApp 

Before filling them out, you can keep track of your 4-H activities throughout the 
year with the 4-H Experience Log: 

https://go.illinois.edu/MyExperienceLog 

https://go.illinois.edu/Monroe_AwardApp
https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/awards_experience_logg_0.pdf
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockHealthRequirements
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockOwnershipDeadlines


PAGE 13 APRIL MONROE COUNTY 

GARDENBUDS 
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MONROE CO. EXTENSION & 4-H EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 

Deadline: April 15, 2026 

Applicants must be seniors in high school who have not reached their nineteenth birthday 
on or before September 1, 2025, and must have been enrolled and 

active in a 4-H club program for at least four consecutive years. The applicant must be a 
resident of Monroe County and or reside in the Waterloo, Columbia, Valmeyer, or Red Bud 

School districts. 
4-H members can only receive the Scholarship once. Applicants must be accepted into or 

be attending a post-high school education program. 
The application is available at: 

https://go.illinois.edu/MoCoFoundationScholarship 

LESTER & LUCILLE KORSMEYER 4-H 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Deadline: April 15, 2026 

Requirements: 
•A high school senior who has been actively involved in 4-H for a minimum of four 

years 
•A permanent resident of Madison, St. Clair or Monroe County 

•The applicant will be chosen based on several criteria, including a minimum 3.0 
GPA based on a 4.0 scale, a history of 4-H involvement, and other school and 

community activities. 
The application is available at: 

https://go.illinois.edu/Korsmeyer 

https://go.illinois.edu/MoCoFoundationScholarship
https://go.illinois.edu/Korsmeyer


  

        

        

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 1           Youth Cooking School Registration Opens! 

April 7 Monroe Co. Outdoor Explorers: Wildflowers @ Salt Lick 

April 11    Sheep Festival & Youth Sheep/Goat Judging Contest 

April 13 4-H Day with the Cardinals-REGISTRATION DEADLINE

April 18 YQCA Training & Livestock Clinic, Mo. Co. Fairgrounds 

April 21-22 5th Grade Conservation Days, Waterloo Sportsman's Club 

April 30 4-H Leader Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Monroe Co. Annex

May 2   Market Lamb & Goat Weigh-in, Monroe Co. Fairgrounds 

May 5   Monroe Co. Outdoor Explorers: Geology @ Camp Van. 

May 9   Horse Show, 9:00 a.m., Monroe County Fairgrounds 

May 16 4-H Day with the Cardinals, Busch Stadium, STL

June 1               Food Demo Show, 6:30 p.m.,  Monroe Co. Annex 

June 9           Monroe Co. Outdoor Explorers: Trees @ Baebler Edu. Farm 

June 27    Show-A-Rama, 8:30 a.m., (General Project Show) 

July 19-26         Monroe County Fair (Livestock, Horticulture, Crops) 

August 15     Monroe County Day @ IL State Fair, Springfield 

What’s going on with Illinois 4-H? 

Find out about STATE EVENTS here: 
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/86/481277986.html 
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