
MADISON COUNTY 
4-H FAMILY 
May 2026 NEWS 

Hello 4-H Families and Friends, 

We are so excited to see what this summer has in store! 

Fair Entry Registration is open until June 1. Please register 
for your exhibit opportunities at: 
https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23039. If you are looking 
for the Madison County 2026 Showbook, you can find it 
here: go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook. 

Throughout this newsletter, you will find information on 
upcoming workshops and events we will be offering. Please 
take a look and be sure to register for anything that interests 
you! 

I, Meghan Cope, would like to inform all 4-H members, 
families, and supporters that I will be beginning my 
maternity leave in mid-June. I expect to be out for 
approximately 12 to 14 weeks. During my absence, please 
direct any questions to our unit email at 
uie-mms@illinois.edu. 

We are excited to welcome Erin Nemsky back as Madison 
County 4-H Extra Help this summer. We are also pleased to 
have Alyssa Elliott and Savannah Hellon join us as Summer 
Extra Help staff. Additionally, Kylie Ketcham will be 
serving as our Summer Intern, assisting across all three 
counties in all Extension program areas. 

Thank you, 
Meghan Cope 
4-H Educator serving Madison and St. Clair Counties 
mawolff@illinois.edu 

Office Hours: 
Monday- Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Closed Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch 
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2026 Madison County 4-H Showbook 
The 4-H Showbook is ready to view, including show dates and project 
guidelines: 
go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook 

*Hard copies of the showbook have been given to your club leader. 

https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
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4-H Fair Entry is OPEN! 

It’s time to register your projects for the fair! Don’t wait, get your 
entries submitted before the deadline. 

• Register here: https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23039 
• Deadline: June 1, 2026 

All 4-H members planning to exhibit projects or livestock must 
complete Fair Entry to participate in the 4-H Shows. This system 
is used to enter your projects, select classes, and prepare for 
judging and shows. 

Need help getting started? Check out the Fair Entry guide here: 
https://extension.illinois.edu/media/8878/download?inline 

The 2026 Madison County 4-H Showbook can be found here: 
go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook 

• Be sure to enter ALL projects you plan to exhibit 
• Double-check your entries before submitting 
• If you plan to participate in 4-H Master Showmanship, you must 

register in FairEntry 
• If you plan to participate in the Livestock Auction, you must 

register in FairEntry 

Don’t wait until the last minute—get your entries in today! 

https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23039
https://extension.illinois.edu/media/8878/download?inline
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
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Earth Day 

On April 22, at Alhambra Primary School, we spent the day cleaning up 
the school garden to get everything ready for planting with the 
kindergarten classes. It’s always exciting to help create a space where 
youth can learn, grow, and get their hands in the soil! 

Our 4-H Educator, Meghan Cope, was assisted by Master Gardener 
Theresa Jarden and our amazing 4-H Teens as Teachers—Alyssa Elliott, 
Amelia Reding, and Savannah Hellon. Their hard work and dedication 
made a big impact! 

After finishing up in the garden, Meghan and the Teens as Teachers 
continued the day by helping clean up the pavilions at Alhambra Park. 
Thank you to everyone who helped make today a success and for giving 
back to your community! 
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National 4-H Conference 
One of our outstanding 4-H members, Alyssa Elliott, received another incredible opportunity to 
attend the National 4-H Conference in Washington, DC! 

We are so proud of Alyssa for representing Madison County 4-H on a national level. 

Read below to learn more about her experience and all she was able to accomplish during this 
amazing conference! 

"My time up in DC consisted of many different events, but the main one was working together 
with my roundtable discussion group to make a presentation for the USDA NIFA. The USDA 
asked us how they can partner with 4-H to promote healthy eating and lifestyles among youth. We 
spent the first three days in DC researching information and creating a slideshow presentation. 
Then, on Monday, we actually went to the USDA and presented to their federal agency. Getting 
the opportunity to present to the USDA was a once-in-a-lifetime experience and something I am 
very grateful I got to do. When we were not working on our presentation, I was able to meet and 
talk with over 250 youth from the 50 states and over 3 territories. I was also allowed to tour the 
National 4-H headquarters, which was extremely cool. The 4-H headquarters is also called Clover 
Capital, and it has been a dream of mine to see it in person. When I got the opportunity, I was so 
excited. Overall, this trip has provided me with so many once-in-a-lifetime opportunities, and I 
couldn't be more grateful to be able to represent not only the state of Illinois but also Madison 
County." 
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4-H State Public Speaking Contest 

Great job to Alyssa Elliott, Hadassah Hobson, and Aynsleigh 
Shelton for representing Madison County 4-H at the State 4-H 
Public Speaking Contest this past weekend! 

A special congratulations to Aynsleigh on earning Reserve 
Champion—what an incredible accomplishment! 

We are so proud of all three of you for your hard work, 
confidence, and dedication in representing our county so well! 
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Madison County Conservation Day 

A total of 249 youth joined us at Alhambra Park for an incredible day of hands-on 
learning and outdoor exploration! 
Thank you to the Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District for helping make 
this event such a success. 
Youth had the opportunity to learn about food waste, composting, mammals, tree 
identification, Farm Bureau & Agriculture, food webs, fishing, conservation & police, 
pollinators, rainscapes, and soil health. 
A special thank you to our amazing educators and staff from University of Illinois 
Extension (4-H, Commercial Agriculture, Horticulture, and Nutrition & Wellness) for 
sharing their expertise. 
We’re also grateful for our partners and volunteers: Master Naturalists, University of 
Illinois Extension: Madison County 4-H, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
Madison County CAREE/Ag in the Classroom, Green Schools Program, Illinois 
Conservation Police, Treehouse Wildlife Center, NGRREC, Good Dirt Composting 
Collective, and Madison County Farm Bureau 

Your support made this day meaningful, engaging, and fun for all! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064456309688&__cft__[0]=AZZUpDZO5Sh5x_HAKpw0q9WWktBTg0_5J10_Ar9HYUIGeVimgfSvVReavUZMeqo3fEn7S-PqMUqVcnU9pozYHFmTjg5Vr07eQGkp2I2pj-ouQMxgVAU91mUWy6MhIAGOmsn3TSwhOyz7NoNB-EHrSvQIcTLuNy2YsSLKsFwxL0RtUeSxWXSiSquKCA2keSPmCXsgv9v9w5kTZVUm1wjGk90AkMxJfyWobL-E1rDf6s8I_g&__tn__=-]K-y-R
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4-H Rock Painting Fun for Everyone! 
Calling all youth ages 5–18! Come get creative with us! 

Join us for a fun and creative rock painting event as we prepare for the Madison 
County Rock Scavenger Hunt! Participants will design and paint their own unique 
rocks to hide around the community for others to find. Plus, everyone gets to take 
one home as a special keepsake! 

Register here: go.illinois.edu/4-HRockPainting 

https://go.illinois.edu/4-HRockPainting
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2026 4-H General Project Show Club Schedule 

Project drop and judging are during your club's timeslot. 

Big projects that need to come early, please notify 4-H Staff ahead of time by 
emailing uie-mms@illinois.edu. If you need accommodations, please email 
us at uie-mms@illinois.edu. 
Cloverbud times are set for the same time as their regular club (unless 
otherwise noted). 

Drop-Off & Judging Time Clubs 

5:30 pm 4-H Members who are   
Superintendents 

6:00 pm Willoughby Wanderers, Good   
Producers, Fosterburg Ag 

6:25 pm Pin Oak Progressors, Marine   
Stars Jr. Ag, Quercus Grove 

6:45 pm St. Jacob, Brier Bank, Grant   
Prairie, New Douglas Cloverbuds, 

7:15 pm Alhambra Morning Glories,   
Prairie Youth, Cloverleaf Ag. 

Please do NOT come 10 or 15 minutes early. 

When you arrive, your club will have a table labeled where you will check in with your 
leader this year. Your leader will give you your exhibit tag. Please tape the tag to your 
projects before entering the judging area. 

Parents are prohibited from entering the judging area. 4-H Teens as Teachers and 4-H 
Staff will help assist 4-H members to the judging area with their projects. 

mailto:uie-mms@illinois.edu
mailto:uie-mms@illinois.edu
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4-H Club Watch Schedule for General Projects 

Make sure to mark down when your club project watch is. Club 
leaders will have more information for you. 

Club Date Time 

Extension Monday,  July 20 3 pm-8 pm 

Fosterburg Ag Tuesday, July 21 11 am-2 pm 

Alhambra Morning Glories Tuesday, July 21 2 pm-5 pm 

Marine Stars Jr. AG Tuesday, July 21 5 pm-8 pm 

Grant Prairie Wednesday,  July 22 11  am-2 pm 

Grant Prairie Wednesday,  July 22 2 pm-5 pm 

New Douglas Cloverbuds Wednesday,  July 22 5 pm-8 pm 

Brier Bank Thursday, July 23 11 am-2 pm 

Good Producers Thursday, July 23 2 pm-5 pm 

Good Producers Thursday, July 23 5 pm-8 pm 

Pin Oak Progressors Friday,  July 24 11  am-2 pm 

Quercus Grove Friday,  July 24 2 pm-5 pm 

St. Jacob Friday,  July 24 5 pm-8 pm 

Cloverleaf Ag Saturday, July 25 11 am-2 pm 

Prairie Youth Saturday, July 25 2 pm-5 pm 

Prairie Youth Saturday, July 25 5 pm-8 pm 

Willoughby   Wanderers Sunday,  July 26 11  am – 1 pm 
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Celebrating Our 4-H Seniors 

As the school year comes to a close, we want to take a moment to 
recognize all of our 4-H seniors! 
Whether or not you submitted a senior form, your time, dedication, 
and involvement in 4-H have not gone unnoticed. Each of you has 
contributed to your clubs, your communities, and the program in 
meaningful ways. 
We are so proud of all that you have accomplished both in 4-H and 
beyond. Thank you for the impact you’ve made. We know you have 
bright futures ahead! 
Congratulations to the Class of 2026, and best of luck in your next 
chapter! 
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LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS 

All members are highly encouraged to fll out a 4-H 
Record Book for livestock and/or horse projects 

exhibiting at a 4-H Show. 

It is REQUIRED to fll out 4-H Record Books for any 
livestock that members are showing in a market 

class. 

Members must complete a livestock record book for 
the current year to be eligible to show in a market 

class for the preceding year. 

The PDF versions of the books are found here: 
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord. They may 

be flled in on your computer, or you may print 
them off and fll them in by hand (neatly). 

The Instruction Guide is found here: 
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide. It will 
help you through the process of flling out the book. 

Books are due at the Extension offce by 
September 15. 

https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/livestock_record_writable.pdf
https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/2020_livestock_record_book_instruction_guide.pdf
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840 TAGS IN BEEF, DAIRY CATTLE, AND 
SWINE 

All swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA offcial animal 
identifcation number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically 
readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some 
basic questions: 

Who must have the 840 tag? 
Beef – all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair 
Dairy Cattle – all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair 
Swine – all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair 

Where do I get the 840 tag? 
Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder) 

Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco) 
Purchase from Department of Agriculture: 
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html 

How do I purchase my own tags? 
The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID 
from the state of Illinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply 
store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture. 

We don’t have a Premise ID, which hasn’t been updated. What do we do? 
You can obtain an application from the Illinois Department of Agriculture and send it in. 
The turnaround time is very quick. 
If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, contact agr.premises@illinois.gov, and she 
will help you! 
If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto https://agr.illinois.gov and search for 
“Fillable Premise Form,” then fll it out and email it to the address listed on the form. 

Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show? 
Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag. 
If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds. 
There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are 
checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fned. 

https://agr.illinois.gov
mailto:agr.premises@illinois.gov
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html


PAGE 28 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 

Check out the Madison County Foundation’s 
4-H Event Scholarship! 

Interested in trying a new 4-H experience but not sure about the cost? Think about 
applying for a 4-H Event Scholarship! The Madison County Extension Education 

Foundation is offering up to fve half-fee scholarships for this 4-H program year for 
members to help cover costs to attend 4-H events such as the 4-H camp, the Illini 

Summer Academies, Outdoor Adventures Camp, or the Jr. Leadership Conference. 
Maximum scholarship amounts are $100. 

This is a “post-event” scholarship, meaning you must register, attend the event, 
and complete the requirements before receiving the funds for the scholarship. 

Applications are due 2 weeks before an event’s registration deadline, along with a 
separate reference leader from your 4-H leader. (Restrictions on who can serve as 

a reference are noted on the application.) If a member is selected for a 
scholarship, they must attend the event and, within 2 weeks after the event, 

provide a follow-up report on what they learned and how they plan to share the 
information. 

Registrations for Memorial 4-H Camp will open January 13. If you are interested in 
applying for the camp scholarship, the new application should be available shortly 

on the Madison County 4-H webpage: 4-H in Madison County | Serving Madison, 
Monroe, and St. Clair Counties | Illinois Extension | UIUC. Scroll down to Scholarships 

and click on the Madison County Foundation 4-H Event Scholarship link. 

4-H members may only be accepted for only one scholarship per program year. 
Should a member be selected for a scholarship but not complete the 

requirements, that member will not be eligible for future scholarships. Please 
remember that a limited number of scholarships are available each 4-H program 

year. 



PAGE 29 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 



PAGE 30 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 

2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK 

Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families. 
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCounty4-HHandbook. 

The handbook covers what 4-H is, its policies, what clubs do, the event calendar, 
and so much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via 

email at mawolff@illinois.edu 

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES 

Youth fve through seven years of age, on or before September 1  of the 
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups. 

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth 
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs. 

A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must: 
• Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not 

comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums, 
or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members. 
(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must 
attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.) 

• Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year. 

• Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book 
by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able 
to participate in a livestock market class the following year. 

• Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth 
may enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. 
Projects can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not 
accepted online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs). 

https://extension.illinois.edu/media/7579/download?inline
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu


PAGE 31 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 



 
 

  

 

PAGE 32 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 

Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs 

Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting Sports 
Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any 

questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at mawolff@illinois.edu. 

Grant Prairie Shooting 
Sports 
Meeting: Seasonal 
Discipline- Shotgun 
Location: New Douglas 
Leader: Jennifer Mucklow 
(j.mucklow07@yahoo.com) 

Iron Sight Shooting 
Sports Club 
Meeting Date: Seasonal 
Discipline- Rifle 
Location: Alton 
Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry
(darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com) 

Open Sight Shooting 
Sports Club 
Meeting: Seasonal 
Description: Archery 
Meeting Date: Every other Friday
at 2:30 pm in Dorsey 
Leader: Mindy Cory 
(mindy.j.cory@gmail.com) 

Staunton Road Rangers 
Shooting Sports Club 
Meeting Date: Seasonal 
Discipline- Pistol, Rifle, and 
Shotgun 
Location: Edwardsville 
Leader: Max and Tamsey Bremer
(maxandtams@gmail.com) 

mailto:maxandtams@gmail.com
mailto:mindy.j.cory@gmail.com
mailto:darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com
mailto:j.mucklow07@yahoo.com
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 
• May 1 - Deadline to complete YQCA and QAEC
• May 9 - Unit 4-H Horse Show
• May 12 - 4-H 4-H Rock Painting Fun for Everyone
• May 16 - 4-H Day with the Cardinals

June 
• June 1 - Fair Entry Deadline
• June 11 - 4-H Nature Walk
• June 11 - 4-H Cloverbuds Gardening with Little Roots
• June 15 - 18 - Youth Cooking School
• June 20 - Mini Fair
• June 23 - Food Show
• June 24 - Explore the Fairgrounds with 4-H

July 
• July 15 - Fair Set Up Night
• July 20 - 4-H General Project Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 21 - 4-H Bottle Bucket/Calf at 10 am Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 21 4-H Dairy Show - immediately following Bottle Bucket/Calf Madison

County Fair Grounds
• July 22 - 4-H Rabbit Show at 6 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 23 - 4-H Poultry Show at 9 am Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 23 - 4-H Master Showmanship at 3:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 23 - 4-H Goat Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 24 - 4-H Swine Show at 8 am Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 24 - 4-H Beef Show at 12 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 25 - 4-H Sheep Show at 9:30 am Madison County Fair Grounds
• July 26 - 4-H Project Pick Up at 11 am Madison County Fair Grounds

August 
August 15 - Madison County State Fair Day 

What’s going on with Illinois 4-H? 

Find out here: 
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of Illinois | U.S. Department of 
Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in 

programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office. 
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	Youth had the opportunity to learn about food waste, composting, mammals, tree identification, Farm Bureau & Agriculture, food webs, fishing, conservation & police, pollinators, rainscapes, and soil health. 
	A special thank you to our amazing educators and staff from University of Illinois Extension (4-H, Commercial Agriculture, Horticulture, and Nutrition & Wellness) for sharing their expertise. 
	We’re also grateful for our partners and volunteers: Master Naturalists, University of Illinois Extension: Madison County 4-H, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Madison County CAREE/Ag in the Classroom, Green Schools Program, Illinois Conservation Police, Treehouse Wildlife Center, NGRREC, Good Dirt Composting Collective, and Madison County Farm Bureau 
	Your support made this day meaningful, engaging, and fun for all! 
	Figure
	4-H Rock Painting Fun for Everyone! 
	Calling all youth ages 5–18! Come get creative with us! 
	Join us for a fun and creative rock painting event as we prepare for the Madison County Rock Scavenger Hunt! Participants will design and paint their own unique rocks to hide around the community for others to find. Plus, everyone gets to take one home as a special keepsake! 
	Register here: 
	go.illinois.edu/4-HRockPainting 
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	2026 4-H General Project Show Club Schedule 
	Figure

	Project drop and judging are during your club's timeslot. 
	Big projects that need to come early, please notify 4-H Staﬀ ahead of time by emailing . If you need accommodations, please email us at . 
	uie-mms@illinois.edu
	uie-mms@illinois.edu

	Cloverbud times are set for the same time as their regular club (unless otherwise noted). 
	Drop-Oﬀ & Judging Time 
	Drop-Oﬀ & Judging Time 
	Drop-Oﬀ & Judging Time 
	Clubs 

	5:30 pm 
	5:30 pm 
	4-H Members who are   Superintendents 

	6:00 pm 
	6:00 pm 
	Willoughby Wanderers, Good   Producers, Fosterburg Ag 

	6:25 pm 
	6:25 pm 
	Pin Oak Progressors, Marine   Stars Jr. Ag, Quercus Grove 

	6:45 pm 
	6:45 pm 
	St. Jacob, Brier Bank, Grant   Prairie, New Douglas Cloverbuds, 

	7:15 pm 
	7:15 pm 
	Alhambra Morning Glories,   Prairie Youth, Cloverleaf Ag. 


	Please do NOT come 10 or 15 minutes early. 
	When you arrive, your club will have a table labeled where you will check in with your leader this year. Your leader will give you your exhibit tag. Please tape the tag to your projects before entering the judging area. 
	Parents are prohibited from entering the judging area. 4-H Teens as Teachers and 4-H Staﬀ will help assist 4-H members to the judging area with their projects. 
	Figure
	4-H Club Watch Schedule for General Projects 
	Figure

	Make sure to mark down when your club project watch is. Club leaders will have more information for you. 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Date 
	Time 

	Extension 
	Extension 
	Monday,  July 20 
	3 pm-8 pm 

	Fosterburg Ag 
	Fosterburg Ag 
	Tuesday, July 21 
	11 am-2 pm 

	Alhambra Morning Glories 
	Alhambra Morning Glories 
	Tuesday, July 21 
	2 pm-5 pm 

	Marine Stars Jr. AG 
	Marine Stars Jr. AG 
	Tuesday, July 21 
	5 pm-8 pm 

	Grant Prairie 
	Grant Prairie 
	Wednesday,  July 22 
	11  am-2 pm 

	Grant Prairie 
	Grant Prairie 
	Wednesday,  July 22 
	2 pm-5 pm 

	New Douglas Cloverbuds 
	New Douglas Cloverbuds 
	Wednesday,  July 22 
	5 pm-8 pm 

	Brier Bank 
	Brier Bank 
	Thursday, July 23 
	11 am-2 pm 

	Good Producers 
	Good Producers 
	Thursday, July 23 
	2 pm-5 pm 

	Good Producers 
	Good Producers 
	Thursday, July 23 
	5 pm-8 pm 

	Pin Oak Progressors 
	Pin Oak Progressors 
	Friday,  July 24 
	11  am-2 pm 

	Quercus Grove 
	Quercus Grove 
	Friday,  July 24 
	2 pm-5 pm 

	St. Jacob 
	St. Jacob 
	Friday,  July 24 
	5 pm-8 pm 

	Cloverleaf Ag 
	Cloverleaf Ag 
	Saturday, July 25 
	11 am-2 pm 

	Prairie Youth 
	Prairie Youth 
	Saturday, July 25 
	2 pm-5 pm 

	Prairie Youth 
	Prairie Youth 
	Saturday, July 25 
	5 pm-8 pm 

	Willoughby   Wanderers 
	Willoughby   Wanderers 
	Sunday,  July 26 
	11  am – 1 pm 
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	Celebrating Our 4-H Seniors 
	As the school year comes to a close, we want to take a moment to 
	recognize all of our 4-H seniors! Whether or not you submitted a senior form, your time, dedication, and involvement in 4-H have not gone unnoticed. Each of you has contributed to your clubs, your communities, and the program in meaningful ways. 
	We are so proud of all that you have accomplished both in 4-H and beyond. Thank you for the impact you’ve made. We know you have bright futures ahead! 
	Congratulations to the Class of 2026, and best of luck in your next chapter! 
	Figure
	Figure
	PAGE 25 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 
	PAGE 25 MAY 2026 MADISON COUNTY 


	LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS 
	Figure

	All members are highly encouraged to fll out a 4-H Record Book for livestock and/or horse projects exhibiting at a 4-H Show. 
	It is REQUIRED to fll out 4-H Record Books for any livestock that members are showing in a market class. 
	Members must complete a livestock record book for the current year to be eligible to show in a market class for the preceding year. 
	The PDF versions of the books are found here: httpmay be flled in on your computer, or you may print them off and fll them in by hand (neatly). 
	. They 
	s://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord


	The Instruction Guide is found here: hill help you through the process of flling out the book. 
	. It w
	ttps://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide


	Books are due at the Extension offce by September 15. 
	Figure
	840 TAGS IN BEEF, DAIRY CATTLE, AND SWINE 
	Figure

	All swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA offcial animal identifcation number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some basic questions: 
	Who must have the 840 tag? Beef – all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair Dairy Cattle – all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair Swine – all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair 
	Where do I get the 840 tag? Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder) 
	Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco) Purchase from Department of Agriculture: 
	https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html 

	How do I purchase my own tags? The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID from the state of Illinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture. 
	We don’t have a Premise ID, which hasn’t been updated. What do we do? You can obtain an application from the Illinois Department of Agriculture and send it in. The turnaround time is very quick. If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, contact , and she will help you! If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto  and search for “Fillable Premise Form,” then fll it out and email it to the address listed on the form. 
	agr.premises@illinois.gov
	https://agr.illinois.gov

	Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show? Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag. 
	If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds. There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fned. 
	Figure
	Check out the Madison County Foundation’s 4-H Event Scholarship! 
	Figure

	Interested in trying a new 4-H experience but not sure about the cost? Think about applying for a 4-H Event Scholarship! The Madison County Extension Education Foundation is offering up to fve half-fee scholarships for this 4-H program year for members to help cover costs to attend 4-H events such as the 4-H camp, the Illini Summer Academies, Outdoor Adventures Camp, or the Jr. Leadership Conference. Maximum scholarship amounts are $100. 
	This is a “post-event” scholarship, meaning you must register, attend the event, and complete the requirements before receiving the funds for the scholarship. Applications are due 2 weeks before an event’s registration deadline, along with a separate reference leader from your 4-H leader. (Restrictions on who can serve as a reference are noted on the application.) If a member is selected for a scholarship, they must attend the event and, within 2 weeks after the event, provide a follow-up report on what the
	Registrations for Memorial 4-H Camp will open January 13. If you are interested in applying for the camp scholarship, the new application should be available shortly on the Madison County 4-H webpage: 4-H in Madison County | Serving Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair Counties | Illinois Extension | UIUC. Scroll down to Scholarships and click on the Madison County Foundation 4-H Event Scholarship link. 
	4-H members may only be accepted for only one scholarship per program year. Should a member be selected for a scholarship but not complete the requirements, that member will not be eligible for future scholarships. Please remember that a limited number of scholarships are available each 4-H program year. 
	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK 
	Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families. . 
	https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCounty4-HHandbook

	The handbook covers what 4-H is, its policies, what clubs do, the event calendar, and so much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via email at 
	mawolff@illinois.edu 

	2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES 
	Figure

	Youth fve through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups. 
	Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs. 
	A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must: 
	A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must: 

	• Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums, or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members. 
	(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.) 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year. 

	• 
	• 
	Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able to participate in a livestock market class the following year. 

	• 
	• 
	Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs). 
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	Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs 
	Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting Sports Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at . 
	mawolff@illinois.edu

	Figure
	Figure
	Grant Prairie Shooting Sports 
	Meeting: Seasonal Discipline- Shotgun Location: New Douglas Leader: Jennifer Mucklow (
	j.mucklow07@yahoo.com) 

	Iron Sight Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting Date: Seasonal Discipline- Riﬂe Location: Alton Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry
	(darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com) 

	Figure
	Figure
	Open Sight Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting: Seasonal Description: Archery Meeting Date: Every other Fridayat 2:30 pm in Dorsey Leader: Mindy Cory (
	mindy.j.cory@gmail.com) 

	Staunton Road Rangers Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting Date: Seasonal Discipline- Pistol, Riﬂe, and Shotgun Location: Edwardsville Leader: Max and Tamsey Bremer(
	maxandtams@gmail.com) 

	Figure
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	CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
	May 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	May 1 - Deadline to complete YQCA and QAEC 

	• 
	• 
	May 9 - Unit 4-H Horse Show 

	• 
	• 
	May 12 - 4-H 4-H Rock Painting Fun for Everyone 

	• 
	• 
	May 16 - 4-H Day with the Cardinals 


	June 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	June 1 - Fair Entry Deadline 

	• 
	• 
	June 11 - 4-H Nature Walk 

	• 
	• 
	June 11 - 4-H Cloverbuds Gardening with Little Roots 

	• 
	• 
	June 15 - 18 - Youth Cooking School 

	• 
	• 
	June 20 - Mini Fair 

	• 
	• 
	June 23 - Food Show 

	• 
	• 
	June 24 - Explore the Fairgrounds with 4-H 


	July 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	July 15 - Fair Set Up Night 

	• 
	• 
	July 20 -4-H General Project Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 21 - 4-H Bottle Bucket/Calf at 10 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 21 4-H Dairy Show -immediately following Bottle Bucket/Calf Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 22 - 4-H Rabbit Show at 6 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 23 - 4-H Poultry Show at 9 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 23 -4-H Master Showmanship at 3:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 23 - 4-H Goat Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 24 - 4-H Swine Show at 8 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 24 - 4-H Beef Show at 12 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 25 - 4-H Sheep Show at 9:30 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 26 - 4-H Project Pick Up at 11 am Madison County Fair Grounds 


	August 
	August 15 - Madison County State Fair Day 
	Figure
	What’s going on with Illinois 4-H? 
	Find out here: https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 
	COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office. 
	Figure





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Madison 4-H May 2026 Newsletter.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 23



		Failed: 7







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Failed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Failed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Failed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Failed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Failed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Failed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



