ST. CLAIR COUNTY
4-H FAMILY
MAY 2026 NEWS

Hello 4-H Families and Friends,
We are so excited to see what this summer has in store!

Fair Entry Registration is open until June 30. Please
register for your exhibit opportunities at:
https://fairentry.com/Fair/Signin/23063. If you are looking
for the St. Clair County 2026 Showbook, you can find it

here:_go.illinois.edu/2026StClairCounty4-HShowbook.

Throughout this newsletter, you will find information on
upcoming workshops and events we will be offering. Please
take a look and be sure to register for anything that interests
you!

I, Meghan Cope, would like to inform all 4-H members,
families, and supporters that I will be beginning my
maternity leave in mid-June. I expect to be out for
approximately 12 to 14 weeks. During my absence, please
direct any questions to our unit email at
uie-mms@illinois.edu.

We are excited to welcome Melissa Sisler and Lynn Shirley
back as St. Clair County 4-H Extra Help this summer. We
are also pleased to have Alyssa Elliott and Savannah Hellon
join us as Summer Extra Help staff. Additionally, Kylie
Ketcham will be serving as our Summer Intern, assisting
across all three counties in all Extension program areas.

Thank you,

Meghan Cope

4-H Educator serving Madison and St. Clair Counties
mawolft@illinois.edu
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The 4-H Showbook is ready to view, including show dates and project
guidelines:
go.illinois.edu/2026StClairCounty4-HShowbook

*Hard copies of the showbook have been given to your club leader.


https://go.illinois.edu/2026StClairCounty4-HShowbook
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook

4-H Fair Entry is OPEN!

It’s time to register your projects for the fair! Don’t wait, get your
entries submitted before the deadline.

» Register here: https://fairentry.com/Fair/Signin/23063
 Deadline: June 30, 2026

All 4-H members planning to exhibit projects or livestock must
complete Fair Entry to participate in the 4-H Shows. This system
is used to enter your projects, select classes, and prepare for
judging and shows.

Need help getting started? Check out the Fair Entry guide here:
https://extension.illinois.edu/media/8878/download?inline

The 2026 St. Clair County 4-H Showbook can be found here:
go.illinois.edu/2026StClairCounty4-HShowbook

* Be sure to enter ALL projects you plan to exhibit

* Double-check your entries before submitting

 If you plan to participate in 4-H Master Showmanship, you must
register in Fair Entry

Don’t wait until the last minute—get your entries in today!


https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23063
https://extension.illinois.edu/media/8878/download?inline
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
https://go.illinois.edu/2026StClairCounty4-HShowbook













Great job to Jilly Stoks for representing St. Clair County 4-H
at the State 4-H Public Speaking Contest this past weekend!

A special congratulations to Jilly on earning Reserve
Champion—what an incredible accomplishment!

We are so proud of you for your hard work, confidence, and
dedication in representing our county so well!



Creative Critters 4-H Club, chartered in 2019 in Mascoutah, IL, was the brainchild of Jessica Erickson (Creative) and Stephanie
Lowrance (Critters), and developed in response to founding members and friends eager to take a more active role in community service
projects. The Club’s regularly scheduled meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm in the lower level of St. John's
United Church of Christ in Mascoutah. Little did they know how that first year would turn out when the whole world shut down due to
the global pandemic in March 2020. Stephanie and Jessica pivoted their programming to meet in the parking lot, masked and spaced
apart when weather permitted. It was a unique beginning to their history, and members were glad just to be together. In January 2025,
Dee McComb joined Jessica Erickson as co-leader, and they are active advocates for their club members.

The Creative Critters hold club workshops ranging from paper quilling, wool felting, tie-dying, pillowcase making, world cultures, and
gardening, to name a few. In 2023, members established a special sub-committee, Kritter’s 4 Kids, which focuses on the life cycle and
care of rabbits, chickens, and goats. Additional committee activities include annual knitting demonstrations producing 50 to 80
hand-knitted hats donated every year to winter clothing drives; annually serving pie at St. John’s Thanksgiving Community Dinner;
food drives; volunteering at the Humane Society’s program reading to dogs; and volunteering every other year to serve water and soda
at the 100 Years Horsepower Show.

The Club was awarded grants from Farm Credit of Illinois’s Community Improvement Grant Program for 4-H and FFA Clubs:

- 2021 — Plastic Lids Project, designed to use recycled plastics from bottle caps and container lids to create outdoor benches or tables.
To date, 6 ADA picnic tables (3,300lbs+ of recycled plastic) and 4 benches (1,2001bs+ of recycled plastic), have been installed in
Mascoutah.

- 2025 — Print Press Project, a collaboration with the Mascoutah Heritage Museum to install a simple proofing press to utilize their
type-setting equipment and create group workshops and/or community centered activities at the museum.

- 2026 — Raised Garden Beds, to be completed this year, the installation of a vegetable garden at the STUE New Life Head Start/Early
Head Start Center.

Also, through a special grant program with St. Clair Farm Bureau, a few individual members were awarded grant funds to pursue their
passions even further! We are thankful for their support and encouragement. The Creative Critters 4-H Club is an active group of youth
who are passionate about working and learning together. Members enjoy showing projects and animals every year and regularly attend
the Illinois State Fair.

Submitted by Jessica Erickson

L-R: Quinn Dickerson, Faith Haas, Abigail L-R: Quinn Dickerson, Fynlie Haas,
L-R: Calli Lowrance, Quinn Dickerson, Katy Odunfa-Jones, Stephanie Lowrance, Abigail Odunfa-Jones, Julie-Anne
Lowrance, Julie-Anne Erickson, Abigail Julie-Anne Erickson, Calli Lowrance, and Erickson, Faith Haas, Mave

Odunfa-Jones, Jessica Erickson and Dee McComb. Katy Lowrance. Dickerson






4-H Rock Painting Fun for Everyone!

Join us on June 18th for a relaxing, creative 4-H activity as we paint rocks to place
around St. Clair County!

This is a great opportunity to unwind, get creative, and spread kindness throughout
the community. Each rock will carry a smile or a positive message for someone
special to find.

Bring your creativity and help us make someone’s day a little brighter!

Register at: https://4h.zsuite.org/event-registrations/48882


https://4h.zsuite.org/event-registrations/48882

2026 4-H General Project Show Schedule

If you need accommodations, please email us at
uie-mms@illinois.edu

Time Clubs

5:30 pm Project Check-In

6:00 pm 4-H Members who are
Superintendents

6:15 pm First Year 4-H Members and
Cloverbuds

6:30 pm All 4-H Members

Process for the 4-H General Show on July 9th:

e Upon arrival for check-in (5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.), you will receive your exhibit tag.
Please attach the tag to your project and place it in the designated area for judging.

e After that, youth and families will head to the top floor of the Turkey Hill Grange and
wait to be called back down for judging.

e Judging for 4-H members who are superintendents starts at 6 p.m., then first-year
members and Cloverbuds will start at 6:15 p.m., followed by the rest of the 4-H
members around 6:30 p.m.

® Once youth have completed their judging, they will return to the top floor to reunite
with their family or 4-H group and exit the building following the posted signs. The 4H
projects will remain on display at the Turkey Hill Grange until Saturday, July 11, 2026
(project pick up from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.)

e After judging, families are invited to dine at Eckert's or shop in their store. Eckert's has
generously offered a coupon for dinner or store purchases. Additionally, they will host
the "Dine & Shop Donate" event on the evening of July 9th, 2026, donating 15% of
purchases to the St. Clair County Extension and Education Foundation, which supports
the St. Clair 4-H Program.


mailto:uie-mms@illinois.edu










Celebrating Our 4-H Seniors

As the school year comes to a close, we want to take a moment to
recognize all of our 4-H seniors!

Whether or not you submitted a senior form, your time, dedication,
and involvement in 4-H have not gone unnoticed. Each of you has
contributed to your clubs, your communities, and the program in
meaningful ways.

We are so proud of all that you have accomplished both in 4-H and
beyond. Thank you for the impact you've made. We know you have
bright futures ahead!

Congratulations to the Class of 2026, and best of luck in your next
chapter!



LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS

All members are highly encouraged to fll out a 4-H
Record Book for livestock and/or horse projects
exhibiting at a 4-H Show.

It is REQUIRED to fll out 4-H Record Books for any
livestock that members are showing in a market
class.

Members must complete a livestock record book for
the current year to be eligible to show in a market
class for the preceding year.

The PDF versions of the books are found here:

https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord. They may
be flled in on your computer, or you may print
them off and fll them in by hand (neatly).

The Instruction Guide is found here:

https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide. It will
help you through the process of flling out the book.

Books are due at the Extension offce by
September 15.


https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/livestock_record_writable.pdf
https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/2020_livestock_record_book_instruction_guide.pdf

All swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA offcial animal
identifcation number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically

readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some
basic questions:

Who must have the 840 tag?
Beef - all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair
Dairy Cattle — all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair

Swine - all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair
Where do | get the 840 tag?

Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder)

Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco)
Purchase from Department of Agriculture:
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.ntml

How do | purchase my own tags?
The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID
from the state of lllinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply
store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture.

We don’t have a Premise ID, which hasn’t been updated. What do we do?
You can obtain an application from the lllinois Department of Agriculture and send it in.
The turnaround time is very quick.

If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, contact agr.premises@illinois.gov, and she
will help you!
If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto https://agr.illinois.gov and search for
“Fillable Premise Form,” then fll it out and email it to the address listed on the form.

Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show?
Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag.

If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds.
There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are
checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fned.


https://agr.illinois.gov
mailto:agr.premises@illinois.gov
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html

2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK

Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families:
https://go.illinois.edu/StClairCounty4-HHandbook.

The handbook covers what 4-H is, its policies, what clubs do, the event calendar, and much
more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via email at
mawolff@illinois.edu

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

Youth fve through seven years of age, on or before September1 of the
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups.

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs.

A youth who enrolls in a St. Clair County 4-H club must:

Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not
comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums,
or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members.
(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must
attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.)

Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year.

Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book
by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able to
participate in a livestock market class the following year.

Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may
enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects
can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted
online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs).


mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu
https://go.illinois.edu/StClairCounty4-HHandbook

St. Clair County Shooting
Sports 4-H Clubs

Are you interested in joining a St. Clair County 4-H Shooting
Sports Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have
any questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at
mawolff@illinois.edu.

v 4-H Blasters Rifle Shooting
Sports Club

Meeting: 1st Saturday of
the month

Discipline- Rifle

Age: 8 - 18 years old
Location: Lebanon

Leader: Ryan Stoks
(rstoksdadd@gmail.com)

W st. Clair Hot Shots Archery

Shooting Sports Club

Meeting: 1st Saturday of
the month

Discipline- Archery
Age: 8 - 18 years old
Location: Lebanon

Leader: Ryan Stoks
(rstoksdadd@gmail.com)


mailto:rstoksdadd@gmail.com
mailto:rstoksdadd@gmail.com
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May

* May 1- Deadline to complete YQCA and QAEC
* May 5 - Eckert's - Dine and Shop to Donate

e May 9 - Unit 4-H Horse Show

May 16 - 4-H Day with the Cardinals

June
* June 22-25 Youth Cooking School
* June 30 - Deadline to Enter Projects in Fair Entry

July

e July 9 - General Project Show

July 9 - Eckert's - Dine and Shop to Donate

July 10 - General Project Show Viewing 10 am - 6 pm
July 11 - General Project Show Viewing

July 11 - Project Pick up 1Tam - 12 pm

July 29 - Livestock Set Up Night

July 31 - Rabbit Show, Poultry Show, and Swine Show

August

* August 1- Beef Show, Dairy Show, Sheep Show, Goat Show, Master
Showmanship Show

» August 2 - Livestock Clean Up

* August 15 - State Fair Day for St. Clair County

September
» September 15 - Livestock Record Books and Award Applications Due

What’s going on with lllinois 4-H?

Find out here:
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of lllinois | U.S. Department of
Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of lllinois Extension provides equal opportunities in
programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office.


https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html
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	4-H Members who are Superintendents 
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	First Year 4-H Members and Cloverbuds 
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	•
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	Celebrating Our 4-H Seniors 
	As the school year comes to a close, we want to take a moment to 
	recognize all of our 4-H seniors! Whether or not you submitted a senior form, your time, dedication, and involvement in 4-H have not gone unnoticed. Each of you has contributed to your clubs, your communities, and the program in meaningful ways. 
	We are so proud of all that you have accomplished both in 4-H and beyond. Thank you for the impact you’ve made. We know you have bright futures ahead! 
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	Figure
	Figure
	LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS 
	Figure

	All members are highly encouraged to fll out a 4-H Record Book for livestock and/or horse projects exhibiting at a 4-H Show. 
	It is REQUIRED to fll out 4-H Record Books for any livestock that members are showing in a market class. 
	Members must complete a livestock record book for the current year to be eligible to show in a market class for the preceding year. 
	The PDF versions of the books are found here: 
	. They may be flled in on your computer, or you may print them off and fll them in by hand (neatly). 
	https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord

	The Instruction Guide is found here: 
	. It will help you through the process of flling out the book. 
	https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide

	Books are due at the Extension offce by September 15. 
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	All swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA offcial animal identifcation number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some basic questions: 
	Who must have the 840 tag? Beef – all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair Dairy Cattle – all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair Swine – all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair 
	Where do I get the 840 tag? Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder) 
	Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco) Purchase from Department of Agriculture: 
	https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html 

	How do I purchase my own tags? The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID from the state of Illinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture. 
	We don’t have a Premise ID, which hasn’t been updated. What do we do? You can obtain an application from the Illinois Department of Agriculture and send it in. The turnaround time is very quick. If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, contact , and she will help you! If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto  and search for “Fillable Premise Form,” then fll it out and email it to the address listed on the form. 
	agr.premises@illinois.gov
	https://agr.illinois.gov

	Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show? Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag. 
	If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds. There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fned. 
	Figure
	2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK 
	Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families: . 
	https://go.illinois.edu/StClairCounty4-HHandbook

	The handbook covers what 4-H is, its policies, what clubs do, the event calendar, and much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via email at 
	mawolff@illinois.edu 

	2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES 
	Figure

	Youth fve through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the 
	current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups. 
	Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth 
	birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs. 
	A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must: 
	A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must: 

	Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums, or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members. 
	(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.) 
	Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year. 
	Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able to participate in a livestock market class the following year. 
	Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth may enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows. Projects can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not accepted online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs). 
	Figure
	St. Clair County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs 
	Are you interested in joining a St. Clair County 4-H Shooting Sports Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at . 
	mawolff@illinois.edu

	4-H Blasters Riﬂe Shooting 
	Sports Club 
	Meeting: 1st Saturday ofthe month Discipline- Riﬂe Age: 8 - 18 years old Location: Lebanon Leader: Ryan Stoks (
	rstoksdadd@gmail.com) 

	St. Clair Hot Shots Archery Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting: 1st Saturday ofthe month Discipline- Archery Age: 8 - 18 years old Location: Lebanon Leader: Ryan Stoks (
	rstoksdadd@gmail.com) 

	Figure
	CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
	May 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	May 1 - Deadline to complete YQCA and QAEC 

	• 
	• 
	May 5 - Eckert's - Dine and Shop to Donate 

	• 
	• 
	May 9 - Unit 4-H Horse Show 

	• 
	• 
	May 16 - 4-H Day with the Cardinals 


	June 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	June 22-25 Youth Cooking School 

	• 
	• 
	June 30 - Deadline to Enter Projects in Fair Entry 


	July 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	July 9 - General Project Show 

	• 
	• 
	July 9 - Eckert's - Dine and Shop to Donate 

	• 
	• 
	July 10 - General Project Show Viewing 10 am - 6 pm 

	• 
	• 
	July 11 - General Project Show Viewing 

	• 
	• 
	July 11 - Project Pick up 11 am - 12 pm 

	• 
	• 
	July 29 - Livestock Set Up Night 

	• 
	• 
	July 31 - Rabbit Show, Poultry Show, and Swine Show 


	August 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	August 1 - Beef Show, Dairy Show, Sheep Show, Goat Show, Master Showmanship Show 

	• 
	• 
	August 2 - Livestock Clean Up 

	• 
	• 
	August 15 - State Fair Day for St. Clair County 


	September 
	• September 15 - Livestock Record Books and Award Applications Due 
	Figure
	What’s going on with Illinois 4-H? Find out here: 
	https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 
	https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 

	Figure
	COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office. 
	Figure
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