Ogle County Master Gardeners May Minutes
Thursday, May 7, 2026, 5:00pm
Ogle County Extension Office
Attendees: Jan, Mary, Sarah, Tracy, and Marilyn
Speakers Bureaus
· 5/7 Native Plants with Phil. 6:00pm at Julia Hull Library Stillman Valley.
· 5/13 Plant Propagation with Tricia. 10:00am at Rock River Center Oregon
· 5/28 Heirloom Tomatoes with Phil, 6:00pm at Julia Hull Library, Stillman Valley
· 6/9 Basic Lawn Care with Phil, 6:00pm at Julia Hull Library, Stillman Valley
· 8/19 Dooryard Herb Garden Workshop with Sarah and Sara at Flagg-Rochelle Library
Master Gardener Summer On-line Training Registration Closes on May 18th
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/become-master-gardener

Green Thumbs Garden
Anyone interested in helping? 5:30-7pm
	Date
	Topic(s)
	MG

	6/23
	Plant Propagation
	

	8/11
	Seed Saving, wet & dry
	

	8/25
	Harvest flowers and veggies
	




Focus House
Anyone interested in helping Sara & Sarah? 9:15-10:00am Rain or Shine
	Date
	Topic(s)
	MG

	6/5
	Planting/sq ft gardening/companion planting/watering
	

	6/12
	Soil/composting/fertilizers
	

	6/19
	IPM/weeds/insects/diseases
	

	6/26
	Maintenance/tomato care
	

	7/10
	Pollinators
	Tracy

	7/17
	Harvest/post-harvest handling
	

	7/24
	Plan next year’s garden/fall clean up
	

	Rain Day Indoor Activity
	Tool cleaning & maintenance/herbs/seed saving basics
	





River’s Edge Farmers Market > Changed name to Oregon Farmers Market
The market will run June-September on Sundays from 10:00am to 2:00pm at Sarah Phelps Plaza, 418 W Washington St, Oregon. The market is being run by Taryn Bradley.
MG talked about going once a month and giving it a theme to hopefully draw more attention. Tentatively first day would be Sunday, June 21celebrating Pollinator Week. Tracy has volunteered if anyone would like to join her. It is also Father’s Day and first day of spring. Waiting on confirmation from Taryn.

July Bloomfest – July 18 & 19
July 18: Phil, July 19: Tracy

Cypress House
Thank you everyone for signing up. All slots are full. If you have any questions, contact Marilyn.

Oregon Library
The library is asking for a MG to be present when the kids plant a garden. Thursday, June 11 at 10:00am.

Oregon Fair
The exhibit building will be completely set up on Sunday, July 26. We can set up a table either Monday or Tuesday. If you would like to man the table great! Just let me know so we can advertise it. Jodi can give you a fair pass for the days you will be there as a MG. Otherwise, we will set it up as an information booth. Last year we did pollinators. Any ideas for this year?

Help Desk
Tracy has volunteered to work the help desk on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-4:00pm

Field Trips
*Rotary Gardens, Janesville 9:30am Wednesday May 20, followed by Edgerton Healing Gardens
Ball Gardens in West Chicago Monday, August 17, 2026, at 10:30am
2027 Field trip suggestion: Richardson Tulip Festival
https://richardsonadventurefarm.com/TulipFestival/TulipFestival

2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference September 10-11, in Rockford.
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/master-gardener-annual-conference

Next meeting will be Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 5:00pm at Ogle Extension Office.	

Klehm Arboretum Garden Fair Weekend, June6-7, 2026
Buy tickets: https://www.simpletix.com/e/garden-fair-2026-tickets-255979
Juneberry Tasting & Immersive Farm Tour, June 13, 2026 11am – 2pm
https://www.savannainstitute.org/event/juneberry-tasting-immersive-farm-tour-at-fields-restored-2/
Four Seasons Gardening Webinar | Veggie Visions: New Flavors, Bruce Black, May 12 @ 1:30pm https://registration.extension.illinois.edu/start/four-seasons-gardening-webinar-veggie-visions-new-flavors-may-12


“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” -Unknown
 
