Gardener’s Pathway Planning Committee
Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2026
10:00 a.m. at the DeKalb County Extension Office
In-person attendance:  Connie Handel,  Jane School, Richard Dreier and Steve Worley
Zoom attendance:  Ron Rood and Janice Weber
Minutes by: Janice Weber
Important Dates:
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 10 a.m. – next committee meeting 
February 27, 2027 – next year’s annual Gardener’s Pathway event

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss suggestions for next year’s keynote speaker, breakout session speakers and vendors.
1. The date:  Saturday, February 27, 2027
The Farm Bureau cannot officially confirm the date this far ahead.  They know it is important as we line up speakers and vendors.

2. Keynote Speaker:
We like the idea of bringing back Keynote speakers on a rotation basis. Most of the speakers have other topics to choose from.

Some past Keynotes we discussed:
a. Mark Dwyer (2026) Bring him back in the future.  
b. Cary Ann Mendez (2025) She is moving to California.
c. Richard Hawke (2024) Bring him back in the future.
d. Kim Hartmann (2023) Contact her about availability on 2/27/27.
Other Possible Keynotes we discussed:
a. Meagan Provencher: Wasco Nursery, Sr. Landscape Designer. Topic suggestion: Native Plants for Regular Gardens. Fee: $250/session. Jane will look for presentations on YouTube and reach out to her.
b. Catherine Marsh: Teaches at Kishwaukee College. Landscape Design and perennials. Janice to look for reviews.

3. Breakout Sessions we discussed:
a. Lavender:  Owner of a lavender farm was at Blumen Gardens.  Very enthusiastic. Possible speaker about growing and/or using lavender.  Also possible vendor. Jane to get more information..
b. Connie to contact Candice Anderson about educator who covers plant diseases.
c. Would there be enough interest in a presentation by the “worm guy”? Maybe not.
d. Soil: Janet Gallagher now teaches this subject at Kish. Include seed starting mixtures and Cornell Potting Mix. Her floral arrangement classes were popular.
e. “Seed Snails” make-and-take: February workshop too early for this activity.
f. Winter Sowing: Erin McNeal (attendees liked her class this year) or Karen Irwin
g. “Bee Hotel” make-and-take: Jane to find out if Blumen Gardens can suggest someone. Can we learn how to make these and do a session ourselves?
h. Composting: Peggy Anesi can do this topic.
i. Annuals and Vegetables:  Kim Hartmann is great on these topics
j. Groundcovers: Jane to look into.
k. Cannabis: taught by Sean Walters at Kishwaukee College.

[end]
