Gardener’s Pathway Planning Committee
Meeting Minutes of May 20, 2026
10:00 a.m. at the DeKalb County Extension Office
In-person attendance:  Connie Handel,  Jane School, Richard Dreier and Steve Worley
Zoom attendance:  Ron Rood, Karen Irwin, and Janice Weber
Minutes by: Janice Weber [Extra info after meeting is in brackets.]
Important Dates:
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 10 a.m. – next Committee meeting 
February 27, 2027 – Next year’s annual Gardener’s Pathway event

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss sponsors and to continue discussion about next year’s keynote speaker, breakout session speakers and vendors. 
1. The date:  Saturday, February 27, 2027
The Farm Bureau cannot officially confirm the date, but they know it is important as we line up speakers and vendors. Connie stays on top of this.

2. Sponsors:	
There was discussion about getting donations from organizations in the community. Connie has the GP donors list from 2015. Even small donations like $25 could add up. Two levels of sponsorship were discussed:  below or above $200.  Donor names could be printed on a handout. Discussed door prizes.  Discussed increase of vendor fees. Committee will think about ways to encourage donations.  Jane will write up what we discussed.

3. Keynote Speaker:
We reviewed Robert Balek (Horticulture Educator in Missouri Extension). Not considering him for Keynote.
a. Yes, free on our date.  Meagan Provencher [two breakout sessions 2016; one in 2014]]. Wasco Nursery; Sr. Landscape Designer. Topic suggestion: Native Plants for Regular Gardens.) Fee: $250/session. 
b. Yes, free on our date.  Melinda Myers [Keynote in 2014 ; one breakout session]. 
Fee: $1,500 + travel and hotel if needed. A second breakout would be $750. We would get 35% of proceeds from sales of her books. She needs to know if we get sponsors for her. She has 22 pages of topics. [Best comment by an attendee in 2014, “Best Speaker Gardener’s Pathway has had as Keynote.” Most presentations competing with her afternoon breakout session had low enrollment.]
c. Roy Diblik [Keynote in 2012; one breakout session]. Need to contact if available that date. Co-owner of Northwind Perennial Farm, Burlington, WI. Collaborated with Piet Oudolf on Chicago’s Millenium Park Lurie Garden.




4. Breakout Sessions Speakers:
a. Lavender:  Jane contacted Blumen Gardens for information about their speaker.  Has not heard back. Considering a breakout session about growing and using lavender.  
b. Contact Candice Anderson about “diseases” educator. Pending. (Connie)
c. Worm Compost: Skip in 2027 if we have a breakout session about soil. This topic was popular at Arizona Extension. Presentation could be done by the “worm guy”. 
d. Soil: Janet Gallagher teaches this subject at Kish. Connie to contact her or Dean Johnson (Conservation District).  Include seed starting and Cornell Potting Mix. 
e. Winter Sowing: Yes, Erin McNeal agreed to present. Fee $150. Could do as hands-on. MGs could help gather 20 oz. clear bottles. She has YouTube video on this topic.
f. Hands-On: “Bee Hotel” make-and-take could be very messy.  Consider Dave Slater to lead this in 2027 or beyond. (Jane)
g. Composting: Peggy Anesi can do this topic.
h. Bulbs: all kinds
i. Gardening for Birds and Pollinators: Pam Karlson (Possible future Keynote?)  She learned Garden Design at Chicago Botanic Garden school. Public speaker, educator. Studying birds since 2004. Turned Chicago backyard into 4-season garden oasis for birds and pollinators. Presented “Gardening for Hummingbirds” 8/18/24 at West Cook County Wild Ones. On YouTube: “Birds in the Garden: Creating and Enjoying a Bird Oasis”. presented 3 years ago to Ethical Humanist Society of Chicago. 
j. Houseplants: Troy from “The Greenhouse” in Sycamore is open to the idea of presenting. (Karen I.)

These weren’t discussed, but still on our list:
a. Annuals and Vegetables:  Kim Hartmann is great on these topics
b. Groundcovers: (Jane) 
c. Cannabis: taught by Sean Walters at Kishwaukee College. (Richard)
Vendors:
a. Lavender speaker who was at Blumen Gardens (Jane)
b. Birdhouses made by Dave Slater (Jane) (maybe same year as “bird” speaker) 
c. Worm Compost vendor (bring back)

[end]
