MADISON COUNTY

4-H FAMILY
JUNE 2026 NEWS

Hello 4-H Families and Friends,
We are getting excited for all the upcoming 4-H shows!

FairEntry registration is now closed. If any youth decide they no
longer want to show a project they signed up for, please let us
know as soon as possible so we can maintain accurate numbers
and secure the appropriate number of judges.

Throughout this newsletter, you will find information on
upcoming workshops and events we will be offering. Please
take a look and be sure to register for anything that interests
you!

I, Meghan Cope, would like to inform all 4-H members,
families, and supporters that I will begin maternity leave in
mid-June. I expect to be out for approximately 12 to 14 weeks.
During my absence, please direct any questions to our unit
email at uie-mms@illinois.edu.

Our summer Extra Help staff member and intern have started
working with us! You may begin seeing emails from Erin
Nemsky as I transition into maternity leave. At our upcoming
workshops and shows, you will also see Alyssa Elliott,
Savannah Hellon, and Kylie Ketcham assisting with programs
and events. We are very excited to have them on board and
helping make this summer a huge success for our 4-H program!

Have a great 4-H show season! I cannot wait to hear all about
the amazing projects and experiences when I return from
maternity leave.

Thank you,

Meghan Cope

4-H Educator serving Madison and St. Clair Counties;
mawolff@illinois.edu
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University of lllinois Extension-
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The 4-H Showbook is ready to view, including show dates and project
guidelines:
go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook

*Hard copies of the showbook have been given to your club leader.


https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook
https://go.illinois.edu/2026MadisonCounty4-HShowbook







Amelia Reding attended the Speak for lllinois event in mid-April, representing
Madison County. She had the opportunity to speak with legislators and advocate for

lllinois 4-H, sharing the program's impact and importance with leaders from across
the state.

"| was put into a group with other 4-H'ers where we were tasked with the job of
calling our group's representatives and legislators to schedule a meeting with them
either that day or the next day. We were then lucky enough to meet with the
legislator who helped pass the 4-H absence law and his assistant throughout the
days we had meetings. The next day, my group and | were able to go onto the floor,
and the 4-H organization was recognized later that day as well. Throughout all of
this, not only did | bond with my group members, but the kids at the hotel also
bonded. We did this by having a game night and playing cards on Wednesday after
a group supper, where everyone talked and joked. In total, the event was an
amazing event to help learn how to self-network, set up meetings, and have those
meetings, all while learning and figuring out how to deal with a new situation and
how to make strong friendships fast with peers that value the same thing, 4-H."

We are proud to see our local youth representing our community so well!




2026 4-H General Project Show Club Schedule

Project drop and judging are during your club's timeslot.

Big projects that need to come early, please notify 4-H Staff ahead of time by
emailing uie-mms@illinois.edu. If you need accommodations, please email
us at uie-mms@illinois.edu.

Cloverbud times are set for the same time as their regular club (unless
otherwise noted).

Drop-Off & Judging Time Clubs

5:30 pm 4-H Members who are
Superintendents

6:00 pm Willoughby Wanderers, Good
Producers, Fosterburg Ag

6:25 pm Pin Oak Progressors, Marine
Stars Jr. Ag, Quercus Grove

6:45 pm St. Jacob, Brier Bank, Grant

Prairie, New Douglas Cloverbuds,

7:15 pm Alhambra Morning Glories,
Prairie Youth, Cloverleaf Ag.

Please do NOT come 10 or 15 minutes early.

When you arrive, your club will have a table labeled where you will check in with your
leader this year. Your leader will give you your exhibit tag. Please tape the tag to your
projects before entering the judging area.

Parents are prohibited from entering the judging area. 4-H Teens as Teachers and 4-H
Staff will help assist 4-H members to the judging area with their projects.


mailto:uie-mms@illinois.edu
mailto:uie-mms@illinois.edu

Make sure to mark down when your club project watch is. Club
leaders will have more information for you.

Club Date Time
Extension Monday, July 20 3 pm-8 pm
Fosterburg Ag Tuesday, July 21 11 am-2 pm
Alhambra Morning Glories Tuesday, July 21 2 pm-5 pm
Marine Stars Jr. AG Tuesday, July 21 S pm-8 pm
Grant Prairie Wednesday, July 22 11 am-2 pm
Grant Prairie Wednesday, July 22 2 pm-5 pm
New Douglas Cloverbuds Wednesday, July 22 S pm-8 pm
Brier Bank Thursday, July 23 11 am-2 pm
Good Producers Thursday, July 23 2 pm-5 pm
Good Producers Thursday, July 23 S pm-8 pm
Pin Oak Progressors Friday, July 24 11 am-2 pm
Quercus Grove Friday, July 24 2 pm-5 pm
St. Jacob Friday, July 24 S pm-8 pm
Cloverleaf Ag Saturday, July 25 11 am-2 pm
Prairie Youth Saturday, July 25 2 pm-5 pm
Prairie Youth Saturday, July 25 S pm-8 pm
Willoughby Wanderers Sunday, July 26 Il am—1pm










Sign up for one or four!
























LIVESTOCK & HORSE RECORD BOOKS

All members are highly encouraged to fll out a 4-H
Record Book for livestock and/or horse projects
exhibiting at a 4-H Show.

It is REQUIRED to fll out 4-H Record Books for any
livestock that members are showing in a market
class.

Members must complete a livestock record book for
the current year to be eligible to show in a market
class for the preceding year.

The PDF versions of the books are found here:
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord. They may

be flled in on your computer, or you may print
them off and fll them in by hand (neatly).

The Instruction Guide is found here:
https://go.illinois.edu/LivestockRecord_Guide. It will

help you through the process of flling out the book.

Books are due at the Extension offce by
September 15.


https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/livestock_record_writable.pdf
https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/2020_livestock_record_book_instruction_guide.pdf

All swine, beef, and dairy cattle are required to have a USDA offcial animal
identifcation number ear tag (840 tag). The tag must be both visually and electronically

readable. We know that there will be many questions, so here are a few answers to some
basic questions:

Who must have the 840 tag?
Beef - all heifers, all cows, and all steers being exhibited at the fair
Dairy Cattle — all heifers, all cows, all steers, and all calves being exhibited at the fair

Swine - all gilts and all barrows being exhibited at the fair
Where do | get the 840 tag?

Breeder in which you purchased your animal from (up to breeder)

Purchase tag from a farm supply store (Valley Vet, Nasco)
Purchase from Department of Agriculture:
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.ntml

How do | purchase my own tags?
The location where the animal is being kept will have to have a registered Premise ID
from the state of lllinois. With the Premise ID, you can purchase tags from a farm supply
store such as Valley Vet, Nasco, or the Department of Agriculture.

We don’t have a Premise ID, which hasn’t been updated. What do we do?
You can obtain an application from the lllinois Department of Agriculture and send it in.
The turnaround time is very quick.

If you have a Premise ID but need it updated, contact agr.premises@illinois.gov, and she
will help you!
If you need a new Premise ID, you can log onto https://agr.illinois.gov and search for
“Fillable Premise Form,” then fll it out and email it to the address listed on the form.

Will tags be checked when we arrive at the show?
Yes, superintendents will be checking that all beef, dairy cattle, and swine have the tag.

If an animal does not have a tag, they are not allowed to be on the fairgrounds.
There is a chance that a State employee will be at the show monitoring that tags are
checked, and if they are not, then 4-H and the fairgrounds can be fned.


https://agr.illinois.gov
mailto:agr.premises@illinois.gov
https://agr.illinois.gov/animals/animalhealth/premises-registration.html

Check out the Madison County Foundation’s
4-H Event Scholarship!

Interested in trying a new 4-H experience but not sure about the cost? Think about
applying for a 4-H Event Scholarship! The Madison County Extension Education
Foundation is offering up to fve half-fee scholarships for this 4-H program year to
help members cover costs to attend 4-H events such as the 4-H camp, the Illini
Summer Academies, Outdoor Adventures Camp, or the Jr. Leadership Conference.
Maximum scholarship amounts are $100.

This is a “post-event” scholarship, meaning you must register, attend the event,
and complete the requirements before receiving the funds for the scholarship.
Applications are due 2 weeks before an event’s registration deadline, along with a
separate reference leader from your 4-H leader. (Restrictions on who can serve as
a reference are noted on the application.) If a member is selected for a
scholarship, they must attend the event and, within 2 weeks after the event,
provide a follow-up report on what they learned and how they plan to share the
information.

Registrations for Memorial 4-H Camp will open January 13. If you are interested in
applying for the camp scholarship, the new application should be available shortly
on the Madison County 4-H webpage: 4-H in Madison County | Serving Madison,
Monroe, and St. Clair Counties | lllinois Extension | UIUC. Scroll down to Scholarships
and click on the Madison County Foundation 4-H Event Scholarship link.

4-H members may only be accepted for one scholarship per program year.
Should a member be selected for a scholarship but not complete the
requirements, that member will not be eligible for future scholarships. Please
remember that a limited number of scholarships are available each 4-H program
year.






Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families.
https://go.illinois.edu/MadisonCounty4-HHandbook.

The handbook covers what 4-H is, its policies, what clubs do, the event calendar,
and so much more. If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Cope via
email at mawolff@illinois.edu

2025-2026 4-H MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

Youth fve through seven years of age, on or before September1 of the
current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups.

Youth who are eight years of age and have not reached their nineteenth
birthday on or before September 1 may enroll in 4-H clubs.

A youth who enrolls in a Madison County 4-H club must:

» Attend at least four meetings to be called a 4-H member. Youth who do not
comply are not eligible to participate in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums,
or receive other 4-H awards and recognitions available to 4-H members.
(College students can be enrolled when they live away from home and must
attend at least one meeting when they are home on breaks or virtually.)

» Present a talk or demonstration at a club meeting during the project year.

* Youth enrolled in a livestock market class must turn in a livestock record book
by September 15. If not completed by September 15, the youth will not be able
to participate in a livestock market class the following year.

» Complete enrollment by January 15 to exhibit projects at 4-H shows. Youth
may enroll after this date, but are not eligible to exhibit projects at shows.
Projects can be added up to this deadline, but the addition of projects is not
accepted online after this date (except for SPIN Clubs).


https://extension.illinois.edu/media/7579/download?inline
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu










Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs

Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting Sports
Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any
questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at mawolff@illinois.edu.

V' Grant Prairie Shooting W Open Sight Shooting
Sports Sports Club
Meeting: Seasonal Meeting: Seasonal
Discipline- Shotgun Description: Archery
Location: New Douglas Meeting Date: Every other Friday

at 2:30 pm in Dorsey
Leader: Mindy Cory
(mindy.j.cory@gmail.com)

Leader: Jennifer Mucklow
(j.mucklowO7@yahoo.com)

W Iron Sight Shooting W Staunton Road Rangers
Sports Club Shooting Sports Club
Meeting Date: Seasonal Meeting Date: Seasonal
Discipline- Rifle Discipline- Pistol, Rifle, and

Location: Alton Shotgun

Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry Location: Edwardsville

(darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com) Leader: Max and Tamsey Bremer
(maxandtams@gmail.com)


mailto:maxandtams@gmail.com
mailto:mindy.j.cory@gmail.com
mailto:darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com
mailto:j.mucklow07@yahoo.com
mailto:mawolff@illinois.edu




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June

June 1 - Fair Entry Deadline

June 11 - 4-H Nature Walk

June 11 - 4-H Cloverbuds Gardening with Little Roots
June 15 - 18 - Youth Cooking School

June 20 - Mini Fair

June 23 - Food Show

June 24 - Explore the Fairgrounds with 4-H

July

July 15 - Fair Set Up Night

July 20 - 4-H General Project Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
July 21 - 4-H Bottle Bucket/Calf at 10 am Madison County Fair Grounds

July 21 4-H Dairy Show - immediately following Bottle Bucket/Calf Madison
County Fair Grounds

July 22 - 4-H Rabbit Show at 6 pm Madison County Fair Grounds

July 23 - 4-H Poultry Show at 9 am Madison County Fair Grounds

July 23 - 4-H Master Showmanship at 3:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds
July 23 - 4-H Goat Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds

July 24 - 4-H Swine Show at 8 am Madison County Fair Grounds

July 24 - 4-H Beef Show at 12 pm Madison County Fair Grounds

July 25 - 4-H Sheep Show at 9:30 am Madison County Fair Grounds

July 26 - 4-H Project Pick Up at 11 am Madison County Fair Grounds

August
August 15 - Madison County State Fair Day

September
September 15 - Livestock Record Bood and Awards Applications Due
September 15 - Club Treasure and Club Secretary Book Due

What’s going on with lllinois 4-H?

Find out here:
https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of lllinois | U.S. Department of
Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of lllinois Extension provides equal opportunities in
programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office.

Illinois Extension

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html
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	2025-2026 4-H HANDBOOK 
	Here is this year's 4-H handbook for all 4-H members and families. . 
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	Youth fve through seven years of age, on or before September 1 of the current 4-H year, may enroll in 4-H Cloverbud groups. 
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	Madison County Shooting Sports 4-H Clubs 
	Are you interested in joining a Madison County 4-H Shooting Sports Club? Below are our clubs that you can join. If you have any questions, contact Meghan Cope via email at . 
	mawolff@illinois.edu

	Figure
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	Grant Prairie Shooting Sports 
	Meeting: Seasonal Discipline- Shotgun Location: New Douglas Leader: Jennifer Mucklow (
	j.mucklow07@yahoo.com) 

	Iron Sight Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting Date: Seasonal Discipline- Riﬂe Location: Alton Leader: Darrell Chrisenberry
	(darrell.chrisenberry59@gmail.com) 

	Figure
	Figure
	Open Sight Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting: Seasonal Description: Archery Meeting Date: Every other Fridayat 2:30 pm in Dorsey Leader: Mindy Cory (
	mindy.j.cory@gmail.com) 

	Staunton Road Rangers Shooting Sports Club 
	Meeting Date: Seasonal Discipline- Pistol, Riﬂe, and Shotgun Location: Edwardsville Leader: Max and Tamsey Bremer(
	maxandtams@gmail.com) 
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	CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
	June 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	June 1 - Fair Entry Deadline 

	• 
	• 
	June 11 - 4-H Nature Walk 

	• 
	• 
	June 11 - 4-H Cloverbuds Gardening with Little Roots 

	• 
	• 
	June 15 - 18 - Youth Cooking School 

	• 
	• 
	June 20 - Mini Fair 

	• 
	• 
	June 23 - Food Show 

	• 
	• 
	June 24 - Explore the Fairgrounds with 4-H 


	July 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	July 15 - Fair Set Up Night 

	• 
	• 
	July 20 -4-H General Project Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 21 - 4-H Bottle Bucket/Calf at 10 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 21 4-H Dairy Show -immediately following Bottle Bucket/Calf Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 22 - 4-H Rabbit Show at 6 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 23 - 4-H Poultry Show at 9 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 23 -4-H Master Showmanship at 3:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 23 - 4-H Goat Show at 5:30 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 24 - 4-H Swine Show at 8 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 24 - 4-H Beef Show at 12 pm Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 25 - 4-H Sheep Show at 9:30 am Madison County Fair Grounds 

	• 
	• 
	July 26 - 4-H Project Pick Up at 11 am Madison County Fair Grounds 


	August 
	August 15 - Madison County State Fair Day 
	September 
	September 15 - Livestock Record Bood and Awards Applications Due September 15 - Club Treasure and Club Secretary Book Due 
	Figure
	What’s going on with Illinois 4-H? Find out here: 
	https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 
	https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/42/1495356942.html 

	Figure
	COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office. 
	Figure
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