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Dear Community, 
At Illinois Extension, we remain committed to strengthening our communities by providing practical, 
research-based education that meets local needs. This past semester, our educators and staff worked 
alongside farmers, families, youth, and community partners to deliver programs that support economic 
resilience, healthy communities, environmental stewardship, and lifelong learning across Bond, Clinton, 
Jefferson, Marion and Washington Counties. 

Agriculture and specialty crop producers continue to face significant challenges, including weather conditions, 
rising production costs, and pest and disease pressure, and Extension remains a trusted source of timely 
agricultural and natural resources education. Extension provided timely education for commercial fruit and 
vegetable growers, beef producers, and landowners through workshops and training events, equipping them 
with science-based strategies to strengthen profitability, sustainability, and long-term success. 

Extension educators also focused on strengthening families and communities through financial wellness and 
consumer education initiatives. Interactive programs such as Welcome to the Real World gave students 
valuable experience managing everyday financial decisions, while the launch of the new Gardening on a 
Budget interactive website expanded access to tools that help families learn more about the costs of growing 
healthy food while managing rising costs. 

Our 4-H youth development programs created hands-on learning experiences that encouraged leadership, 
creativity, confidence, and career exploration. Young people across the unit participated in STEM 
programming, public speaking and theatre arts workshops, conservation education, aerospace activities, 
livestock skillathons, photography workshops, fishing education, and classroom 
outreach programs. Through these experiences, youth strengthened 
communication, problem-solving, teamwork, and critical thinking skills while 
building connections to their communities and discovering new interests and 
career pathways. 

The success of these programs would not be possible without the support of our 
volunteers, community partners, stakeholders, and donors. Your continued 
investment in Illinois Extension and 4-H programming strengthens local 
communities and expands opportunities for the people we serve each day. 

Thank you for your partnership and support as we continue working together to 
create stronger communities and brighter futures across our region. 

Jordee Koehler 
Hunters Feeding Illinois 2026 
Helping Hunters and Partners Give Back 
Fred's Meat and Processing, United Way of South Central Illinois, and Illinois Extension partnered 
again for the 2026 Deer Donation Program to unite community partners and hunters across the area 
to give back to local communities by donating their deer harvest for processing and distribution to 
qualifying local pantries. The amount of venison nearly quadrupled this year, allowing seven food 
pantries and community organizations across Bond, Clinton, Jefferson, Marion, and Washington 
counties to benefit from the donation program. 

Number of Deer Donated Pounds of Venison Donated 

JORDEE KOEHLER 

County 
Extension 
Director 

80 2,800 



Welcome to the Real World 
Preparing Students for Real-World Financial Decisions 

Illinois Extension continued its partnership with the Kaskaskia Special Education 
District #801 to deliver the Welcome to the Real World simulation to eighth-grade 

students. Led by Extension Educator Jamie Mahlandt and staff, the program 
provided hands-on experiences in real-life financial decision-making. 

During the simulation, students selected an entry-level career and moved 
through stations that reflected real adult expenses including housing, 

transportation, utilities, insurance, food, clothing, and unexpected costs. Guided 
by Extension staff, students learned essential life skills, including tracking 

expenses, opening bank accounts, using debit cards and writing checks. 

Many participants expressed surprise at the true cost of living and the 
complexity of managing finances. The interactive format increased student 

Number of Participants engagement and helped build understanding and confidence, particularly Youth Who Said the Simulation when adapted with simplified content, increased visual supports, and Participants was Useful extended decision-making time to meet diverse learning needs. 

As a result, students gained practical financial skills and the confidence to 47 82% apply them in real-world situations. Following another successful year, 
planning is underway to continue this program. 

Gardening on a Budget 
Empowering Participants to Produce Fresh Food While Managing Costs Check out the 

interactive website Illinois Extension educators Jamie Mahlandt and Chris Lueking recognized 
gardening as a practical way to improve health, increase access to fresh food, and go.illinois.edu/GardenBudget 
manage rising food costs. To support this need, they developed the Gardening on a 
Budget program, which has been enhanced with the launch of a new interactive 
website. 

The website serves as a central hub for participants, offering tools to build 
personalized garden budgets, exploring the start-up costs of a home garden, and 
planning garden beds. Paired with webinar and in-person workshops, the platform 
helps users set SMART goals and make informed, cost-effective gardening decisions, 
expanding access to research-based resources for local communities. 

Grocery Planning 
Helping Families Make Every Food Dollar Count 

In April, Illinois Extension Financial Wellbeing Educator Jamie Mahlandt and Youth Development Educator 
Kara Boozer partnered with the Centralia Community Benevolent Association and Park Avenue Food 

Pantries to deliver Grocery Planning Educational Kits to local families. These kits include a workbook that 
guides users in setting realistic food budgets, planning weekly meals, and using simple tracking tools to 

understand their spending habits better. Many are discovering ways to stretch resources further by choosing 
cost-effective meals, helping them save money, waste less, and make more confident food choices. 

Community Members Survey Results Reported Future Actions 
Kits Distributed Reached 97% plan to use the Grocery Planner 87% Will plan meals and groceries 

97% reported they will benefit from the kit 87% Plan to track grocery spending 
96% reported the Grocery Planner is a 86% Plan to use storage containers 151 494  useful tool in planning grocery spending to pack meals 

83% Plan to create food shopping lists 
3 

https://go.illinois.edu/GardenBudget


Theater Arts and Public Speaking 
Helping Youth Find Their Voice Through 4-H 
4-H hosted the 2026 Theatre Arts and Public Speaking workshops to help youth 
strengthen communication skills and express themselves creatively. Through 
interactive games, drama activities, and team challenges, participants practiced 
storytelling, acting, improvisation, and effective presentation techniques in a 
supportive environment. These workshops help youth step outside their 
comfort zone, overcome fear of public speaking, and gain confidence in their 
voice. 

 While the experience supports preparation for the Public Speaking Contest, its 
broader impact is the development of lifelong skills in communication, critical 

thinking, and leadership. Participants can apply these new skills and gain increased confidence in presenting their 4-H 
projects, in school settings, and in everyday life, supporting their growth as effective communicators. 

Growing Together 
Building a Stronger 4-H Team for Youth Impact 

As a growing 4-H team within our local Extension unit, staff members participated in a 12-week 
professional development series designed to build a shared understanding of the 4-H program 

and its role in serving local youth. 

Throughout the series, 4-H team members explored topics such as positive youth development, 
risk management, volunteer engagement, strategic communication, program planning, and 

creating meaningful learning experiences for youth. The training provided opportunities to learn 
from one another, deepen knowledge of 4-H, and strengthen collaboration across the team. 

By developing a common foundation of understanding, our staff is better equipped to provide consistent, high-quality 
educational programming and support for youth, families, volunteers, and community partners. Investing in staff 

development strengthens the quality and reach of 4-H programming. This training laid the groundwork for continued 
growth and impact in local communities. 

Growing STEM Opportunities Across Communities 
Building STEM Skills Brick by Brick 
Across the unit, Illinois Extension staff expanded access to engaging, hands-on STEM learning through after-school 
LEGO building and LEGO robotics programs. Youth participated in activities designed to strengthen creativity, critical 
thinking, problem-solving, communication, and teamwork. Participants tested designs, collaborated with peers, and 
explored solutions in a supportive, experiential learning environment. Teachers report strong enthusiasm among 
participants, noting that opportunities for “free build” allow youth to explore their own ideas, express creativity, and 
work collaboratively. Illinois Extension staff plan to expand the number of LEGO clubs to increase access to this 
creative, hands-on STEM programming in local communities. 

Clinton County Programs 
• All Saints Academy Lego Robotics and 
• Aviston Grade School Robotics 

Marion County Program 
• LEGO: Creating with Building Bricks at Centralia Rec Center 

Washington County Programs 
• Building Bricks at the Washington County Extension Office 
• Okawville Grade School after school programs 



HORSE SHOW
(King City
Saddle Club)

Bond County Livestock Photography 
Through the Lens of 4-H 
Youth who participated in the spring Livestock Photography 
Workshop gained practical skills to better showcase their 
livestock projects and tell their 4-H stories through 
photography. Led by a Bond County 4-H alum and local fair 
photographer, participants learned safe animal handling, 
lighting and composition techniques, and how to capture quality photos using smartphones. 

The workshop also gave youth the opportunity to practice creative thinking and build confidence in sharing their 
experiences with others. Through hands-on learning, participants developed valuable communication, technology, and 
storytelling skills that extend far beyond the show ring 

Little Roots Programming 
Growing More Than a Garden in Bond County 

A new partnership between Bond County 4-H, the Bond County Food Pantry, and local 
Master Gardeners is growing more than vegetables this summer. It is helping youth learn 

more about gardening while teaching them the importance of giving back. 

This program has just begun but will continue into the summer months as youth 
continue to care for two raised garden beds built by Master Gardener Karen Weidman. All 

produce grown by the Little Roots members will be donated to the Bond County Food 
Pantry, providing fresh, locally grown vegetables to community members in need. 

Stay tuned for more about this in our Summer Semester Impact Report! 

4-H and Humane Society Provide New Program
New Partnership Provides More Youth Programming 
A new partnership between Bond County 4-H and the Bond County Humane Society is 
helping youth to build knowledge, confidence, and compassion through the Cat 101 
program. Participants will explore what it takes to prepare a cat for a 4-H show, 
including grooming, bathing, nutrition, health care, and understanding how cats are 
judged. Beyond learning technical skills, youth help socialize and care for cats waiting 
for their forever homes, learning how positive interaction and proper care can 
improve an animal’s well-being and adoption success. Through these experiences, 
members develop a sense of responsibility, empathy, and a stronger connection to 
their community. 

Stay tuned for more about this in our Summer Semester Impact Report! 

Bond County 4-H Show Schedule 
All shows at Bond County Fairgrounds (Unless marked) 

20 
JUNE 

9 A.M. 
HORSE SHOW 
(King City
Saddle Club)

30 
JULY 

4 P.M. 
SHEEP & GOAT
SHOW 

31 
JULY 

TBD 
MASTER
SHOWMANSHIP  

03 
AUG 

10:30 A.M. 
DAIRY SHOW 

27 
JUNE 

9 A.M.
CAT, DOG, & SMALL
PETS 

30 
JULY 

7 P.M. 
POULTRY
SHOW 

01 
AUG 

NOON 
RABBIT SHOW 

29 
JULY 

5:30 P.M. 
GENERAL
PROJECTS 

31 
JULY 

10 A.M. 
BEEF SHOW 

01 
AUG 

4 P.M. 
SWINE SHOW 



HORSE SHOW
(King City
Saddle Club)

Clinton County Fishing Clubs: Casting Toward the Future 
Teaching 4-H Youth Skills, Responsibility and Stewardship 

4-H teaches youth to cast away their problems and head outdoors to learn something new. Rod and Reels 4-H
members are exploring Germantown Lake, Carlyle Lake, Carlyle Lake Visitor Center, Carlyle Fish Hatchery,
and Whispering Pines to try their hand at fishing and learning more about being good stewards of Illinois'
waterways.

Youth are learning about: 
• IDNR Regulations
• Fishing as both a hobby and a sport
• High school sportsfishing teams opportunities
• College sportsfishing teams opportunities
• Different kinds of bait
• The coordination between bait and  species of fish
• Casting a line
• Baiting a hook
• Different local fish species
• Taking a fish off the hook
• Holding a fish
• The impact of weather on fishing
• Good angler responsibilities

Farm to Future 
Preparing Clinton County Youth Through Hands-on Agricultural Exploration 
Youth in 4-H are 40% more likely to pursue a college degree and 2 times more likely to obtain vocational 
training. To help our local youth in Clinton County, we hosted the Farm to Future Workshop Series this year. 
The workshop was designed to allow youth to explore local agriculture and possible career paths in the field. 
During the series, youth visited three different Clinton County Agriculture Businesses to sample what a day in 
the “field” is like. This showcase allowed youth to present a project highlighting what they learned with local 
business owners, partners, and community members. 

Event Partners 
The Maschhoffs Riechmann Brothers Top Ag 

Clinton County 4-H Show Schedule 
All shows at Clinton County Fairgrounds (Unless marked) 

9 A.M. 
HORSE SHOW 
(King City
Saddle Club)  

20 
JUNE 

9 A.M.
GENERAL PROJECT
SHOW 
(Breese Dist 12
School)

27 
JUNE 

8 A.M. 
RABBIT SHOW 

12 
JULY 

POULTRY SHOW 
(IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING RABBITS)

12 
JULY 

7 A.M. 
DAIRY SHOW 

13 
JULY 

7:30 A.M. 
SWINE SHOW 

14 
JULY 

8:30 A.M. 
BEEF SHOW 

15 
JULY 

11:30 A.M. 
GOAT SHOW 

15 
JULY 

SHEEP SHOW
(IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING GOATS)

15 
JULY 

1:30 P.M. 
MASTER
SHOWMANSHIP 

15 
JULY 



HORSE SHOW
(King City
Saddle Club)

Jefferson County Bringing 4-H to the Classroom 
Reaching New Youth Through Classroom Learning and Creativity 

In April, Jefferson County 4-H staff brought hands-on learning directly into local third grade classrooms, introducing 
students to the opportunities available through the 4-H program. 4-H staff led students explored the important role 
pollinators play in supporting healthy ecosystems and food production through engaging, age-appropriate lessons. 

This outreach effort helped expand awareness of 4-H among youth and families who may not have previously been 
familiar with the program. By bringing interactive learning experiences into the classroom, 4-H continues to build 

community connections, spark curiosity, and introduce young people to positive youth development opportunities 
that encourage learning, leadership, and lifelong skills. 

4-Hers Spring into Discovery
4-H Workshops Inspire  Youth Through Hands-on Experiences
This spring, Jefferson County 4-H introduced new hands-on workshops that quickly filled to 
capacity, demonstrating strong interest in engaging educational opportunities for local youth. 
Through these interactive experiences, participants explored science, creativity, and nature 
while developing critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills. 

Youth gained confidence as they learned by doing in a supportive and fun environment. The 
success of these workshops highlights the important role 4-H plays in providing meaningful, 
research-based learning opportunities that help prepare young people for future success. 

Spring Workshops 
• Wild Weather Workshop
• Mother's Day Spa-tacular Science Lab
• Kindness Rocks Back in the Show Ring • Fairy Garden Workshop. 

4-H Alumni and Parents Invited To Show Again
As a new opportunity this summer, Jefferson County 4-H is inviting alumni, parents, and supporters to get back into the 

show ring for the 4-H Alumni/Parent Costume Showmanship Contest on July 20 at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. 
Participants will be showcasing their animals in fun costumes and themed presentations. We hope this fun event will 

celebrate creativity, build community, foster lasting connections, and help youth and adults make new 4-H memories. 

Come to the fair and see the 4-H Alumni/Parent Costume Showmanship Contest on Monday, July 22, at 7 p.m. 

Bringing More to the 4-H Shows 
New Vendor Fair Adds Excitement to Jefferson County 4-H Shows 
Jefferson County 4-H is introducing a new Vendor Roundup during the Jefferson County 4-H Livestock Show & Junior Fair 
on July 22. Organized by 4-H EPC Kristen Buttrum, the event aims to attract more visitors to the 4-H shows while offering 
additional activities throughout the day. The Vendor Roundup will provide local businesses and organizations with an 
opportunity to promote products, connect with families, and support local youth and the 4-H program. 

Come to the Vendor Fair during the Jefferson County 4-H shows on Wednesday, July 22, from 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.! 

Jefferson County 4-H Show Schedule 
All shows at Jefferson County Fairgrounds (Unless marked) 

01 
JUNE 

6 P.M. 
CAT AND
DOG SHOW 

19 
JULY 

6 P.M. 
LIVESTOCK WEIGH-IN 

21 
JULY 

8 A.M. 
SHEEP SHOW 

JULY 

8 A.M. 
RABBIT & POULTRY
SHOW 

22 
JULY 

2:30 P.M. 
TRACTOR DRIVING 
CONTEST

20 
JUNE 

9 A.M. 
HORSE SHOW 
(King City
Saddle Club)

20 
JULY 

8 A.M. 
SWINE SHOW 

21 
JULY 

GOAT SHOW
(IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING SHEEP) 

22 
JULY 

10 A.M. 
MASTER
SHOWMANSHIP 

22 
JULY 

6 P.M. 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION 

18 
JULY 

8 A.M. 
GENERAL PROJECTS 
SHOW
(United Way Building) 

20 
JULY 

BEEF/DAIRY SHOW 
(IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING SWINE) 

22 
JULY 

1 P.M. 
CROP SHOW 

JULY 

8 A.M. 
RABBIT & POULTRY
SHOW 

22 



Local Youth Learn the Power of Conservation and Stewardship 

4-H is addressing sustainability through projects in
environmental and animal sciences. Over 200 5th graders were 

invited to the Marion County fairgrounds to get outside and 
learn about conservation with our annual Conservation Days 

Marion County Conservation Days 

program. 

Conservation Days focus on several conservation topics, 
including pollution, animal conservation, pollinators, forests, 

aquatic life, land stewardship, and state conservation 
Partners and Presenters regulations. Guest speakers provide youth with hands-on 
• Ag in the Classroom experiences to demonstrate conservation and the important role they 
• Illinois Department of play in the environment. 

Natural Resources
• Salem FFA Youth Who Stated Fifth-Grade • Illinois Natural History Survey They Feel Responsible Participants • Army Corps of Engineers for the Planet 
• Tri-County Electric Coop
• Master Naturalists over 200 77% 
• Master Gardeners
• 4-H

Painted Pride at the Fairgrounds 
Creativity Connects 4-H and the Community 
What do a visual arts project and a cattle barn have in common? A Barn Quilt! 

Marion County 4-H Federation members identified the Marion County 
Fairgrounds as a partner with whom they wanted to share their 4-H mission. 
Youth sketched and painted barn quilts to be hung on the livestock barns at the fairgrounds. Youth 
shared that this is a place for everyone to gather and celebrate all 4-H members as they complete their 
annual 4-H projects.  

Marion County 4-H Show Schedule 
All shows at Marion County Fairgrounds (Unless marked) 

01 
JUNE 

6 P.M. 
CAT, DOG, &
SMALL PETS  

31 
JULY 

5:30 P.M. 
LIVESTOCK CHECK-IN 

01 
AUG 

10:30 A.M. 
DAIRY SHOW 

02 
AUG 

3:30 P.M. 
TRACTOR DRIVING
CONTEST  

05 
AUG 

6 P.M. 
LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION 

20 
JUNE 

9 A.M. 
HORSE SHOW 
(King City
Saddle Club) 

01 
AUG 

8 A.M. 
SWINE SHOW 

01 
AUG 

11 A.M. 
BEEF SHOW 

03 
AUG 

9 A.M. 
KIDS DAY AT 
THE FAIR 

25 
JULY 

9 A.M. 
GENERAL PROJECTS 

01 
AUG 

8 A.M. 
GOAT SHOW 

01 
AUG 

4 P.M. 
BEEF SHOW 

03 
AUG 

6 P.M. 
RABBIT & POULTRY
SHOW  



HORSE SHOW
(King City
Saddle Club)

Washington County 4-H members had a chance to soar at 
the Aerospace Workshop. The workshop focused on rocket 

design, construction, and a successful launch. Youth were 
instructed in the science of flight, space, and physics. The 
aerospace project sparks the youth's interest in STEM. As 

career paths are constantly changing and new challenges 

Launching Interest in STEM 
Washington County 4-H Youth Explore Aerospace and STEM 

Washington County 

arise, youth are learning hands-on skills to reach for the 
stars and consider careers in space, technology, and 

engineering. 4-H is working to continue to offer unique 
STEM experiences for local youth. 38% of 4-H members 

enrolled in STEM projects say the 4-H program influenced 
their interest in STEM. 

Skillathon: Where Knowledge Meets the Show Ring 
Learning Livestock Inside and Out 
Local 4-H members had the opportunity to put their animal 
science knowledge to the test at the Livestock Skillathon. This 
event teaches skills to help 4-H members who are raising 
livestock projects. The skillathon emphasizes how animal 
science projects are related to  animal husbandry and the food 
industry as they learn to care for their animals, which will be 
shown at the fair and sold for consumption. 

Topics Covered 
• Identifying livestock breeds
• Identifying livestock equipment
• Judging meat and wool
• Answering questions about feed tags and
• Answering questions about medicine labels
• Judging hay
• Answering questions about the livestock industry.

Washington County 4-H Show Schedule 
All shows at Washington County Fairgrounds (Unless marked) 

18 
JUNE 

5:30 P.M. 
BUILDING BRICKS SHOW 
(Washington County 
Education Center

30 
JUNE 

6 P.M. 
LIVESTOCK WEIGH-IN 

05 
JULY 

3 P.M. 
POULTRY SHOW 

06 
JULY 

8 A.M. 
SWINE SHOW 

06 
JULY 

BEEF SHOW
(FOLLOWING SHEEP 
SHOW/BREAK) 

20 
JUNE 

9 A.M.
HORSE SHOW 
(King City
Saddle Club)

01 
JULY 

5 P.M. 
GENERAL PROJECTS
SHOW #1 
(Washington County
Education Center) 

05 
JULY 

4:30 P.M. 
RABBIT SHOW 

06 
JULY 

9:30 A.M. 
GOAT SHOW 

06 
JULY 

6:30 P.M. 
MASTER
SHOWMANSHIP  

27 
JUNE 

7 A.M. 
LIVESTOCK WORKDAY 

05 
JULY 

2:30 P.M. 
SMALL PETS, CAT,
& DOG SHOW 

05 
JULY 

5:30 P.M. 
LIVESTOCK CHECK-IN
& WEIGH-IN 

06 
JULY 

10 A.M. 
SHEEP SHOW 

08 
JULY 

10 A.M. 
DAIRY SHOW 



Bringing Expertise to the Field: Pasture Management Workshop 
Better Pastures, Stronger Operations 
Many beef producers face pasture challenges tied to forage availability and changing weather conditions. In 
response, Illinois Extension launched a spring Pasture Management Workshop, bringing university expertise 
directly to local beef farmers. 

The Marion County Illinois Extension Office invited state specialists in beef cattle and commercial agriculture 
to share research-based strategies to help improve pasture health and increase forage productivity, 
including the use of cover crops. The workshop combined practical instruction with a question-and-answer 
session, allowing producers to address operation-specific concerns and to leave with relevant information 
and solutions to strengthen their operations. 

Illinois Extension is committed to providing support to local farmers that strengthens local beef operations 
and promotes long-term agricultural profitability and sustainability. 

Supporting Pond Management 
Illinois Extension Responds to Rising Demand 

Illinois Extension continues to be a trusted local resource for pond management questions. Extension 
offices have seen a threefold increase in phone calls and walk-in requests from community members 

seeking information on pond management. 

To address this need, Illinois Extension hosted two in-person Farm Pond Management workshops in 
Jefferson and Clinton counties. Illinois Extension Educator Chris Lueking delivered practical, 

research-based education on setting pond management goals, managing excessive aquatic plant and 
algae growth, addressing wildlife issues, improving safety, 

2026 Participation from and planning for drought conditions. These workshops 
Participants 2025 to 2026 equipped landowners with the information they needed to 

take actionable steps to manage their ponds and avoid 
making costly mistakes with improper treatment. 69 43% 

Strengthening Soil Knowledge Across the Community 
Local Partnership Expands  Testing and Expert Insight 
A new partnership between Clinton County Farm Bureau and Illinois 
Extension is helping residents better understand and improve their soil 
through enhanced soil-testing interpretation services, helping save time and 
money by recommending only necessary amendments. 

The Clinton County Farm Bureau provides soil testing kits and laboratory 
analysis to measure key soil nutrients and soil health indicators. Through this 
collaboration, Illinois Extension Educator Chris Lueking provides in-depth 
interpretation and management guidance to help residents make informed 
decisions that improve productivity and sustainability. 

To date, Farm Bureau members have submitted seven soil samples from 
pastures, flower gardens, and row crop fields. 



Fruit and Vegetable School 
Connecting Growers with the Latest Research, Tools, and Industry Expertise 

Commercial fruit and vegetable growers face ongoing uncertainty from pests, 
disease pressure, drought, excess rainfall and other production challenges. 

Illinois Extension supports small farms and local food producers by delivering 
practical, research-based solutions from Illinois Extension state specialists 

and industry experts. 

At the Southern Illinois Fruit and Vegetable School, growers received the 
most up-to-date research on insect and disease management, 

weather-related challenges, and emerging production trends. On-site 
vendors were available to share information on new technologies, tools, and 

products tailored to local production needs. 

Illinois Extension remains committed to delivering the most current, 
scientific, and research-based information to help local growers navigate 

challenges, adopt innovative practices, and make informed decisions that 
strengthen their operations, increase production, and improve profitability. 

2026 Participants 

116 5.5% 
increase 

Certified Livestock Management Training 
Helping Producers Meet Requirements and Improve Operational Practices 
Illinois Extension continues its support of local livestock operations by delivering Certified Livestock 
Manager Training at the Clinton County Extension office during the 2026 training series. Participants 
learned about livestock waste management, nutrient utilization in manure, and regulatory 
compliance, helping operations minimize environmental risks and meet requirements of the Illinois 
Livestock Management Facilities Act. 

Farm Operations Total Animal Units 

12 31,389 Pesticide Training 
Partnering to Provide Effective Pesticide Training 

Pesticides play a critical role in Illinois agriculture, supporting crop health and increasing productivity. The 
Illinois Department of Agriculture and Illinois Extension partnered to provide the required pesticide training 

in Mt. Vernon. Illinois Extension Educator Chris Lueking delivered hands-on pesticide training at multiple 
events in Mt. Vernon for professionals from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Illinois 

Department of Transportation (IDOT), agribusinesses, and private applicators. 

Chris Lueking instructed participants on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) principles to help applicators 
focus on pest prevention and using pesticides only when needed, and the proper use of Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) to improve worker safety. This training concluded with the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture administering a test to participants. Illinois Extension continues to partner with other 

organizations to ensure local communities have a well-trained agricultural workforce. 

2026 Attendees 
31.5% 296 increase 



Upcoming Events Event Calendar 
We believe in the communities we serve and are committed to our mission 
of developing educational programs, extending knowledge, and building 
partnerships to support people, communities, and their environments as 
part of the state's land-grant institution. 

Check out upcoming in-person programming and webinars that will impact 
our communities and help us achieve a prosperous future. extension.illinois.edu/ 

bcjmw/events 

Extension Everywhere 
Illinois Extension provides relevant and research-based 
programming to address personal and community challenges, 
but understands that time and distance may be a barrier to 
attending in-person workshops and programming. Extension 
experts work to develop online video content and resources so 
that our communities can access our resources anytime. 

Online Video Library Financial Resources 

go.illinois.edu/ go.illinois.edu/ 
YouTubeBCJMW BCJMWFinances 

Come Visit Us 
Bond County 
208 Academy, Pocahontas  
Phone: 618-664-3665 
Monday - Thursday, 
7 a.m. to Noon & 1 - 5 p.m. 
Friday by appointment 

Jefferson County 
4202 Williamson Pl, Ste 2, Mt. Vernon  
Phone: 618-242-0780 
Monday - Friday, 
8 a.m. to Noon & 1 - 4:30 p.m. 

Washington County 
9623 Wall St., Nashville  
Phone: 618-327-8881 
Monday - Thursday, 
7 a.m. to Noon & 1 - 5 p.m. 
Friday by appointment 

Clinton County 
1163 N. Fourth St, Breese  
Phone: 618-526-4551 
Monday - Friday, 
8 a.m. to Noon & 1 - 4:30  p.m. 

Marion County 
1404 E Main, Rt 50 East, Salem 
Phone: 618-548-1446 
Monday - Friday, 
8 a.m. to Noon & 1 - 4:30  p.m. 

Check Out More Information Online 
extension.illinois.edu/bcjmw 

go.illinois.edu/FacebookBCJMW 

go.illinois.edu/YouTubeBCJMW 
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