[bookmark: _Hlk224295224] Boone County Master Gardener May Minutes
Thursday, May 21, 2026
6:00 PM

Attendance: Jan, Carl, Judy, Brianne, Pat, Barb and Jennifer, and Nancy.

New Facebook Page
University of Illinois Extension BDO Master Gardeners-Naturalist
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588535289160

Help Desk
2026 schedule: June, July, and August schedules sent as an attachment with agenda.
	
Speakers Bureaus
9/9 6pm Beneficial Insects at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
10/27 6pm Deadly Plants at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
10/26 6pm Bats Presentation at Ida Public Library, MG Tenley

Ida Library
Heirloom Seed/Seed History program for the 250th year of American Independence: Jennifer has agreed to do a program for Ida and Cherry Valley Libraries. Dates TBD for fall.
The libraries summer reading program in titled Plant A Seed Read. Jan/Sarah/Mary will be having a Seed Paper Making class for the youth from 3-4pm on June 15 at Ida Library.

Senior Connections, formerly Keen Age Center
Interested in programming. Stephanie Meyers is the activities coordinator.

Cherry Valley Library
The library is looking for programming from September through November currently. 

Buchanan Street Garden (Lead 1 Pat, Lead 2 Minoo)
Know More, Grow More Grant. Planting day will be at 6pm on Tuesday, May 26. They will both be gone for the next garden lesson on Tuesday, June 9 if someone would like to step up and cover that evening.

NASR
The two dates in June are scheduled planting days as well. July has a I Think Green Butterfly activity, which will be the tin can animals. The cans have been cleaned, dried, and have a coat of primer on them. Each of the cans will need two coats of paint. Painting day is Friday, June 12 at 8am in the meeting room, for anyone interested in helping.



Big Thunder (Lead Barb)
Workdays are Thursday mornings. I have attached a picture of Barb’s bean pole made with willow and cordage for those of you who were not in attendance.

Got Kidz Daycare (Lead Pat, Pam, Brianne)
They are requesting one program a month for June, July, and August. Best days are Monday and Wednesday. Dates TBD. Each group will be for 20 minutes, get there at 9am and plan on classes from 9:30-noon. Ages preschool to 5th grade.

Boone County Conservation District Summer Camp (Lead Pat, Brianne)
One morning program the week of June 13, date TBD. The theme is prairies (prairie soil and prairie plants). Three groups, about 45 minutes, from 9am to noon.

Field Trips
· Ball Seeds, Unit wide Field Trip, West Chicago, Monday, August 17 – Save The Date
· Maura Flanary Home Garden Tour, 12368 Heather Court, Belvidere, Tuesday, June 23 at 10:30am. Everyone bring your lunch and we will picnic there after our tour. RSVP by June 18

Belvidere Farmers Market
Once a month with theme and activity.
· [bookmark: _Hlk229474712]6/27 9am-1pm, Wild Cherries parking lot, Belvidere. Brianne and Pat. Pollinator Exhibit for pollinator week. Seed bombs on a stick activity.
· 7/25 9am-1pm Herbs exhibit with tasting. Jennifer and Sarah
· 8/22 9am-1pm Tomato tasting. Sarah and 
· 9/26 9am-1pm ? Sarah and 

Farm Stroll
Sunday, October 4, 10am – 5pm. MG table at one or two of the farms. Program information and an activity/craft. Sarah

Pumpkin Smash
Belvidere Park District would like us to partner with them to have a Pumpkin Smash, probably the first Saturday in November. Details to come. Sarah

2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference September 10-11, in Rockford.
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/master-gardener-annual-conference

Next meeting will be Thursday, June 18 at 9:00am




Upcoming Events of Interest:

[bookmark: _Hlk221695896]Klehm Arboretum Garden Fair Weekend, June 6-7, 2026
Buy tickets: https://www.simpletix.com/e/garden-fair-2026-tickets-255979
Juneberry Tasting & Immersive Farm Tour, June 13, 2026 11am – 2pm $12.15
https://www.savannainstitute.org/event/juneberry-tasting-immersive-farm-tour-at-fields-restored-2/
DeKalb County Garden Walk from 9am to 3pm Saturday, July 11. More information to come. Contact Connie at 815-758-8194
PlantCon Chicago June 20-21 Donald E Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont  https://www.plantcon.org/       https://www.plantcon.org/chicago/tickets






