[bookmark: _Hlk224295224] Boone County Master Gardener July Minutes
Thursday, July 16, 2026 
6:00 PM
Attendees: Jan, Judy, Carl, Pat, Sarah, Minoo, Barb
Shared out fresh Cinnamon Basil(and recipes) and Sage from Bruce Black’s Sauk Valley College Greenhouse.

Speakers Bureaus
8/8 Deadly Plants @ Candlewick Garden Club, MG Bobbi
9/7 6pm 250 Celebration of Seeds @ Ida Library, MG Jennifer
9/9 6pm Beneficial Insects at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
9/15 _ 250 Celebration of Seeds @ Cherry Valley Library, MG Jennifer
10/27 6pm Deadly Plants at Cherry Valley Library, MG Bobbi
10/26 6pm Bats Presentation at Ida Public Library, MG Tenley

Senior Connections, formerly Keen Age Center
Interested in programming. Stephanie Meyers is the activities coordinator.
Carl is interested in doing a prairie program for them.

Buchanan Street Garden (Lead 1 Pat, Lead 2 Minoo)
Know More, Grow More Grant. Pollinator garden in the center of the inground garden. 
Good attendance, and the popcorn has started forming ears. Zucchini, kale, and lettuce harvested. Mini lessons on a variety of topics at the end of each program date. Kids enjoyed using the moisture and pH meters.

NASR
July has a I Think Green Butterfly activity, which will be the tin can animals.
7/15: Barb, Tenley, Minoo Worked in the garden weeding and harvesting. Will postpone the tin can animals at this time. More help will be needed for this project.
7/21: Minoo, Brianne 

Big Thunder (Lead Barb)
Workdays are Thursday mornings. 
Barb shared a photo of the beans growing up her structure and will be making a sign with information on the plant, structure, and cordage. Strawberries are filling in.

Got Kidz Daycare (Lead Pat, Pam, Brianne)
Program dates are June 29, July 20, and August 3. Each group will be for 15-20 minutes and classes from 9:30-noon arrive at 9am. Ages preschool to 5th grade, groups will come out by age. June’s program went well. Most of the kids are under 5 years old so activities were adjusted.
July 20: Prairie Plants     August 3: Birds



Boone County Conservation District Summer Camp (Lead Pat, Brianne)
One morning program July 15th. The theme is prairies (prairie soil and prairie plants). Four groups, about 30 minutes, from 9am to noon. Be there at 8:45. First 15 minutes: What is a Prairie? Last 15 minutes: Each group will have a different part of the prairie to color and add. The program went smoothly with 9 counselors helping Pat and Brianne with 37 campers.

Field Trips
· Ball Seeds, Unit wide Field Trip, West Chicago, Monday, August 17 – RSVP. We will meet at the Boone County Extension office and carpool. We are planning to leave at 9am. We will be going to Riganato (Mediterranean fare, 3.8 miles from Ball) 700 E State St. Geneva for lunch. https://riganato.com/ 
· Northwind Perennial Farm in Burlington WI was suggested as a possible field trip next year

Belvidere Farmers Market
Once a month with theme and activity.
· [bookmark: _Hlk229474712]6/27 9am-1pm, Wild Cherries parking lot, Belvidere. Brianne and Pat. Pollinator Exhibit for pollinator week. Seed bombs on a stick activity. The market was slow and not a lot of interest in pollinators on this day.
· 7/25 9am-1pm Herbs exhibit with tasting. Jennifer and Sarah
· 8/22 9am-1pm Tomato tasting. Sarah and Tenley
· 9/26 9am-1pm Tree ID & Care Sarah and Tenley
Discussed common questions asked at the market for possible programming. Care for Roses and Tree Identification and Care were mentioned.

250 Anniversary Celebration
Barb and Bobbi met with Debbie Carlson and discussed options, made suggestions, and offered advice. Debbie will make some contacts and keep us up to date on the progress. 

Farm Stroll
Sunday, October 4, 10am – 5pm. MG table at one or two of the farms. Program information and an activity/craft. Sarah The 2026 brochures will be sent to the printers by the end of July. They will be available prior to the Boone County Fair.

2026 IL Extension Master Gardener State Conference September 10-11, in Rockford. It will be held at the Embassy Suites downtown.
https://extension.illinois.edu/mg/master-gardener-annual-conference


Next meeting will be Thursday, August 20, 2026 at 9:00 AM.






