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A Note from Adam Feig

A journey by definition propels us forward. We can
return to the places we have been, we can revisit
familiar people - but we cannot turn backward, in time
or in practice. Change is imminent; as I have written
several times over the last few months, the policies
that shape the landscape of services and supports for
people with disabilities in this country are
transforming as dramatically as has occurred in a
generation - right now. The year ahead holds promise,
as well as many risks - but like it or not, 2017 is going
to be different. This means not just working to
promote those outcomes, but also identifying the areas
where effective services leading to a higher level of
quality and continuous improvement are being ignored
or even untapped. This is not always going to be
comfortable, but our openness to change will lead us in
the direction that promotes the optimal levels of
independence and inclusion that we all seek.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our
stakeholders, county officials, and customers. We in
Unit 25 strive to provide excellent researched based
programming and top-notch customer service. Even
with the uncertainly of the IL budget we have pushed
through and managed to increase our contacts and our
programming for you. In the upcoming year, we will
continue to provide excellence.

Please enjoy the following report, as this has been an
outstanding vear for the counties of Edwards,

Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, and Wayne.

Adam Feig

County Extension Director -"
adamfeig@illinois.edu




Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program
Education

SNAP-Ed provides educational classes and
partners with community organizations to
reach residents in need of our services.
Classes are provided at community locations
that are natural places where people go on a
regular basis.

Our Seven Focus Areas for Programming
Include:

Schools

Childcare Centers

Youth Centers

Community Centers: Programs for Adults
Food Distribution Sites

Farmers Markets/Grocery Stores
Faith-based Sites
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The success of this program has opened up
the addition to two full time employees to be
added to cover the five county area.

Start Date 9/1/2015
End Date 8/31/2016
Counties All
Audience Served All
Total # of Audiences Served 12
Total # of Sites 16
Total # of Visits 237
Total Direct Contacts 4095
Total Indirect Contacts 5674
Total Contacts 9769
Total SNAP Workers 3
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Michael Smith Alumni
4-H member- gives

back teaching kids at
the Electricity Workshop

Edwards County

4-H is alive and well in Edwards County!
Currently we have 5 Active Community
Clubs, 30+ Volunteer Leaders, 140 /4-H
members and several special interest short
term community groups. Our clubs meet
monthly and have many activities and events
during the year. All of the clubs are very
active doing community projects each year.

Aly Williams shows a visual arts paint project she
created at the “Make & Take Workshop”

Many of these are seen, but many go unseen
and we are proud of all that they do for the
small community that we live in. In the
2015-2016 year our youth really loved the
hands on workshops.

Horse Camp held in Edwards County
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LOREM IPSUM
Richland County has nearly 220 4-H

members consisting of 15 clubs
including an active 4-H Senior
Federation Club, Cloverbud Club,
Shooting Sports Club and REST
(Robotics, Engineering, Science,
Technology) Club.

WAYNE COUNTY

In 2016, Wayne County held 30 workshops to suit every
child’s needs. The workshops were a variety ranging
from leather working, floriculture, cooking, tractor
driving and safety, photography, dog obedience and

welding just to name a few.

The 4-H Federation was reorganized this year. The
biggest goal they set for the year was to pay for each 4-H

member’s $20 program fee. This group of 10 youth had
to raise $3,000 to cover this fee and they reached their
goal. To say we are proud of this group of youth is an
understatement. We have had several families thank us
for taking the burden of paying this fee away from them.

This is truly a community service activity in disguise.

TEENS AS TEACHERS (WAYNE)

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM (RICHLAND)
In 2016, the Richland County 4-H Youth Development

team partnered with the Richland County Summer
School Program (not sure that is the correct name of
the program?) to offer youth a unique gardening
opportunity. Youth worked alongside Extension and
community volunteers to plant and care for a “pizza”
garden. The themed garden contained a variety of
produce for making a pizza. Upon harvest youth used
the produce to make homemade pizza sauce and
toppings for their pizzas. Youth learned the importance
of gardening and fresh nutritious eating habits.

For the first year in Wayne County, we offered a
program called Teens as Teachers. We had 6
Federation members commit to teaching at least 6
lessons on dairy to all of Wayne County second and
third grade classrooms. 4-H and these 6 teens
(taught in pairs) went into 18 different classrooms

in the month of October.
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TEENS FOR TEACHERS (LAWRENCE)
Lawrence County 4-H and Lawrence County

Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom
collaborated again this year with the Teens
as Teachers Ag in the Classroom. Two eleven
year members, Emma Heath and Sarah
Stovall, were trained to teach Beef and Dairy
by-products to all third graders in Lawrence
County. Youth were amazed to learn that
marshmallows and candy were by-products
of beef. All third graders enjoyed a great by-product of Dairy, as they learned how to make ice
cream. This is a great learning process not only for the third grades but also for our teens as
teachers. Our older youth are considering a role in teaching or joining local Agriculture
Committees to create lessons for youth to learn about agriculture.

FALL EXTRAVAGANZA (WABASH)
4-H Fall Extravaganza at Beall Woods State Park was

held in September. It was held with the intent of
reaching new 4-H members. The evening consisted of
outdoor activities (pumpkin painting, nature hike,
making s’mores) and an opportunity for new families
in attendance to learn about what 4-H is, meet some of
the leaders, and enroll. Laptop were set up for new
members to enroll with 4-HOnline on the spot. It was a
successful event that resulted in 13 new members
enrolling.

Some 2016 statistics regarding Wabash County 4-H:
Clubs - 9 total consisting of:

» 6 community clubs

» 1 Cloverbud club (for 5-7 year olds)

» Shooting Sports club

» 4-H Federation (for high school aged members)
4-H Members: 118

4-H Club Adult Leaders: 14

4-H CARNIVAL (LAWRENCE)
Late February, the Lawrence County Federation hosted

a 4-H Carnival for the Lawrence County Community.
Five 4-H Clubs provided games and prizes, while the
Federation provided concessions at Lanterman Park in
Bridgeport. The night was successful in bringing 4-H
members and non-4-H members together for a night
of fun. We successfully signed up new members after
this community event. The federation youth have been
asked to provide a carnival night again.
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Community

Safety Comes First!

Edwards

Lawrence

Fire Safety

Farm Safety Day Wabash

Wayne
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Outdoor Education!

Tiger Zone After School
Salsa Garden

Richland

Nature Day

Wabash
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4-H Spotlight

Tanner Scherer is an eleven year 4-H member
of the Hilltoppers Club in Richland County. He
currently is representing Illinois 4-H as the 4-
H representative on the Illinois Farm Bureau
Youth Education Committee. As an active 4-H
member he has served on various 4-H
community service and leadership committees
and been past President of the Richland County
4-H Federation. Tanner shows cattle at the
Richland County fair along with electricity,
woodworking and welding projects.
Additionally, in 2016, Tanner was selected as
the Illinois tractor driving champion and
received second place in the national
competition.

Garrett Williams is a ten year 4-H
member of the Southern Smilers Club in
Richland County. He is currently on the
State 4-H Livestock Ambassador Team
and also a Livestock Ambassador
Representative on the Illinois Farm
Bureau Youth Education Committee.
Locally, Garrett serves as the Richland
County 4-H Federation President, leading
the county in community service projects
and leadership opportunities. Garrett has
a wide variety of projects showing cattle,
swine, dogs, crops, entomology, natural
resources, welding and public
presentation at the fair.

Unit 25 has a unique club that is growing strong that
takes place in Richland County. Robotics/Science/
Engineering SPIN club meets each month. The club has

hands on activities based around REST (Robotics,
Engineering, Science, Technology). Members from all
five counties take part in this growing program.
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Fair, Friendship, Fun, 4-H
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Lawrence County

Business Retention
Emphasized with
Manufacturing
Appreciation Month

Richland County

Edwards County
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The mayors of Albion, Lawrenceville and
Olney issued proclamations declaring
October as Manufacturing Awareness Month.
The project celebrated the positive impacts
that local manufacturing and distribution
firms have on our economy. Extension staff
prepared press information, alerted local
media and coordinated schedules for the
events. Conversations between officials and
staff focused on each community’s hopes for
economic progress.

Appreciation Month evolved
from national efforts to
familiarize the general
public about 21st century
factories and warehousing.
Technology, safety, quality
and efficiency present
problem solving and career
opportunities. Further,
production and distribution
industry sectors generally
pay above minimum wage.
Guiding concepts may be
found at:
http://www.mfgday.com

Companies involved in the making of
“things” combine into the 9th Ilargest
economy in the world. Manufacturing
sustains 18.5 million jobs in America and
over 500 thousand jobs in Illinois. Once
“manufactured”- trucks and conveyors,
boxes and bags, cash registers and
computers help to move and track all other
items made. Central location, abundant
resources, major road and rail routes
continue to encourage a large distribution
economy in our part of the state.



2016 Medicine Disposal
Pounds Collected

Lawrence
Richland
Wabash

Wayne

200lbs
307lbs
60lbs
80lbs

2016
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Jessica Gertsch

Office Support Assistant

Lawrence
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Educator
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Officers County City
Brent Pitts, Chairman Richland Olney, IL, 62450
Kathy St Ledger, Vice-Chairman Edwards Albion, IL 62815
Shawna Zeilstra, Secretary Richland Olney, IL 62450
Neil Fearn Edwards Albion, IL 62815
Ronda Gill Edwards Albion, IL 62806
Victoria Goad Lawrence Lawrenceville, IL 62439
Lindsi Tiffany Lawrence Bridgeport, IL 62417
Mandy Loveland Lawrence Bridgeport, IL 62417
Kim Fisher Lawrence Lawrenceville, IL 62439
Kevin Ochs Richland Olney, IL 62450
Tammy Williams Richland Noble, IL 62868
Carol Jo Beetles Wabash Mt Carmel, IL 62863
Stephanie Bosecker Wabash Mt Carmel, IL 62410
Todd Hacking Wabash Mt Carmel, IL 62836
Matthew Moore Wayne Cisne, IL 62823
Johnny Bramlet Wayne Fairfield, IL 62837
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