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Leaves (30-80:1)

Straw (40-100:1)

Paper (150-200:1)
Sawdust (100-500:1)

Animal bedding mixed
with manure (30-80:1)

Food Group |l

Greens — materials with a lot of nitrogen.

Vegetable & Fruit (12-20:1)

& Coffee grounds (20:1)
Grass clippings (12-25:1)
Horse Manure (25:1)

Browns X Greens

Decay very slowly Decay rapidly

Coarse browns can 4 * Poor aeration — may
keep pile aerated have foul odors if
composted alone

Tend to accumulate in :
the fall Tend to accumulate in

Tie up nitrogen in soil if g Sprnginaumm ey

not fully composted Supply nitrogen for
composting

May need to stockpile \
until can mix with 1 Best composting if
greens gl mixed with browns
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eaves / wood chips/ food scraps
grass clippings.

Smaller particles
decompose faster

Have greater surface area
per unit volume.

Allows microbes to get
more of the food.

Managing the compost process

O The most rapid composting is achieved by
= Adding mixed browns + greens
= Regularly turning (mixing) the compost pile
= Controlling water content

O When pile no longer heats after mixing, allow it to cure (stand
without mixing) for at least 4 weeks before using the compost
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Are You Going to Be Lazy or Active?

Good compost can be made in a pile that never gets hot, but...
O Lazy or the Dump & Run -

= Slower - it takes longer to make compost
“Cold” Process — weed seeds and disease may survive

Composting & Compost
is like a baby’s diaper.

If it smells...
Something needs to be ¢

Compost Pile Troubles

O It Stinks oONot Composting
Not enough air mToo much air
00 many greens =Too many browns
e uToo dry
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When is compost finished?

0 Dark and crumbly
1 Materials are unrecognizable
ot soggy and wet

shed compost sinks to the bottom of
ile because it becomes heavier
ng ingredients

Smells

0 Like “good earth”
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Com po_st Tea

Make the most of a little bit of compost by
brewing compost tea. It's one of the best
natural soil amendments, chock full of
microbes that promote a healthy soil
ecosystem.

¥

Steeped Compost Tea
1. Fill a clean 5 gallon bucket with water. If possible, use
rainwater collected in a rain barrel. If using chlorinated water,
set filled bucket outside in sunny location for a short while to
for chlorine removal.

2. Make a tea bag by filling mesh type material with 4 to 6
cups of compost. Materials that work well are old nylons,
burlap, cheese cloth or small mesh laundry bags. Suspe
homemade tea bag in water.

. Let tea bag steep for 24 hours. To derive the

¥

Uing Comszt Tea

Full strength compost tea is safe, however to further its
use, tea can be diluted with chlorine free water at a 1:5
to 1:15 ratio (1 gallon of water to 5 — 15 gallons of tea).

Soil Drench: For a healthy lawn follow up aeration w
a tea application.

Foliar Spray: For best results, at least 75% o
and lower leaf surface should be covered d
application.




Simple tests for finished co

Bag test: sealing compost in a
plastic bag for several days
should produce no foul odor

Germination test: will seeds
germinate in the compost? (good
st to use if compost will be pa

bods End Research Lab’s Solvita
il & Compost Maturity Test Kit
yww.woodsend.org

Can’t make your own compost?

Visit the City Compost Facility at
2707 Railroad Avenue!

hey also have compost spreader rental and othe
available products.
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ompost Quiz

an | compost newspaper?

ay a couple sheets out on the counter and peel
es or fruits onto the paper — wrap everythin
post pile; or if you're lacking a
o your compost pile

Compost Quiz

Q. Can | compost pet waste?

0 not compost dog or cat poop (it may contain
ites or disease organisms harmful to hum
ely compost waste from guine

Compost Quiz
: Can | compost in winter?

Most likely your bin will go dormant if intern
res drop below 50°F. But if you contin
decomposition process will ir
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Compost Quiz

Q: Do | have to cover my compost pile?

es — it is recommended. Covering your pile ke
and moisture in and prevents leaching

Compost Quiz

: Do | have to turn my compost pile?

ecessarily — but, turning:
ds up the composting process
ile to keep it in aerobic state

Compost Quiz

I’'m overwhelmed with too many leaves, what should |
0?

) things you can do here:

d and store and use throughout the winter to
nixing browns & greens)
our planting beds wi

11



Compost Quiz

Q: I'm overwhelmed with too many greens and grass
clippings, what should | do?

o things you can do:
h mowing, so you don't have grass clip
our high maintenance with

Amy K |
(563)m 3y27-a5y1 60 Thank You!

cay@ci.davenport.ia.us
To learn more about this, and other

Rainscaping lowa practices that impro
protect water quality visit:
www.lowaStormwater.Org
or the

Natural Resources
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quires less watering,
ction, reduces

Evolution of Soil in lowa

N i
Pore Space NN
Native prairie soils have 50% o}

Root Architecture
ative vegetation has a strong
architecture that builds soil
quality

ess Topsoil
sooner leading to
hydrology
legradation and
ding

Soil Quality

¢ 0.6” of rain absorbed per % of OM.

With 10% OM ~6" of rain could have been absorbed on the
prairie without shedding runoff

Jay, soils typically have 2-4% organic matter conten
opsoil has been stripped and exported off:

soils will shed runoff after

2/3/2020
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aerate....apply %”- %" compost with blower, spreader or
rake...then seed

4 |
(ses)m . Thank You!

akay@ci.davenport.ia.us

To learn more about this, and other
Rainscaping lowa practices that improve a
protect water quality visit:
www.lowaStormwater.Org
or the
Natural Resources we
www.cityofdavenportiowa.co
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Native Plants

Can be used like cultivars in landscaping

Flowers (forbs) and grasses

Plants for sun and shade

Available from seed, plugs or potted plants
eeper root systems require less watering

Root Systems of Prairic Plants

2/3/2020

Native Turf Grasses
Blue Grama, Sideoats Grama, Buffalo Grass

15
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Blazing Star Black Eyed Susan

Northern
Sea Oats Little Bluestem  Little Bluestem - Fall

Prairie Drop Seed - Fall

Shooting Star
fest
AT
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Native Roots Program
City of Davenport, Public Works Natural Resources
563.326.7923 ~ i i
A Property Owner’s Guide to Land, Air and Watershed Protection
through Native Plant Material

awn and Protect

ocal Streams

A

4 |
(ses)m . Thank You!

akay@ci.davenport.ia.us
To learn more about this, and other

Rainscaping lowa practices that improve a
protect water quality visit:
www.lowaStormwater.Org
/R%ixacipirkg or the
’ Natural Resources we
www.cityofdavenportiowa.co
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