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Illini Science Policy Fellowship 
2020 project descriptions 

Host: Office of Senator Omar Aquino and the Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus 

Location: 2511 W. Division St., Chicago, IL 60622 

Fellowship Supervisor: Layla P. Suleiman Gonzalez, Executive Director of the IL Legislative Latino 
Caucus 

Position Description:  

This is a joint position hosted between Illinois Senator Omar Aquino and the Illinois Legislative Latino 
Caucus. The Fellow will contribute to issue research, partner and event coordination, and constituent 
engagement on public policy priorities. 

Sen. Aquino was born and raised on the Northwest Side of Chicago, and is devoted to improving 
education, aging services and human services. His committee assignments are: Appropriations I (Vice-
Chairperson); Appropriations II; Committee of the Whole; Education; Government 
Accountability/Pensions; Higher Education; Licensed Activities; Subcommittee on Capital (AP); 
Subcommittee on Charter Schools; Labor (Chairperson); Opioid Crisis Abatement Spec. Com. 

The Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus was established in 2002 with three important goals: 

• To empower Illinois Latinos and increase access to federal, state and community programs in 
critically important areas; 

• To provide college scholarships for young Latino men and women who need assistance to further 
their education; and 

• To support research and the widespread distribution of policy reports through the Illinois Latino 
Public Policy Institute. 

The Fellow will make significant contributions to research, coordination, and outreach towards these 
public policy priorities for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year, including by: 

• Help promote, organize and staff legislative events, such as annual meetings, government events, 
letter writing campaigns, in-district meetings, Foundation fundraisers. 

• Attend committee hearings held by the state legislature, help with press conferences, take video 
and photos at event. 

• Research legislative issues for members of the General Assembly or for upcoming articles. 
• Create and upload content for social media networking sites and websites. 
• Help develop and oversee the relationships with members and advocacy groups. 
• Help create a plan to effectively engage constituents. 
• Administrative duties such as answering phones, filing and assisting with mailings: internal and 

external. 
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Host: Office of Representative Camille Lilly and the Illinois Legislative Black Caucus 

Location: 6937 W. North Ave., Oak Park, IL 60302 

Fellowship Supervisor: Rep. Camille Lilly, State Rep and Chair of the IL Legislative Black Caucus 

Position Description:  

This is a joint position hosted between Illinois Representative Camille Lilly and the Illinois Legislative 
Black Caucus. The Fellow will contribute to issue research, partner and event coordination, and 
constituent engagement on public policy priorities. 

Rep. Lilly is a lifelong resident of Chicago's Greater West Side. As chairwoman of the Illinois Legislative 
Black Caucus, her focus is to ensure members are advocating on behalf of the community, to ensure 
inclusion and diversity which results in the expansion of growth in the African-American community. Her 
committee assignments are: Financial Institutions (Chairperson); Museums, Arts, & Cultural 
Enhancement (Chairperson); Appropriations-Human Services; Appropriations-Public Safety (Vice-
Chairperson); Insurance; Special Subcommittee (FIN) (Sub-Chairperson). 

The mission of the Illinois Legislative Black Caucus is to assure that the interest of African-American 
citizens are given equitable representation in the General Assembly  Areas of housing, health & welfare, 
education, employment and minority business enterprise. 

The Fellow will make significant contributions to research, coordination, and outreach towards these 
public policy priorities for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year, including by: 

• Help promote, organize and staff legislative events, such as annual meetings, government events, 
letter writing campaigns, in-district meetings, Foundation fundraisers. 

• Attend committee hearings held by the state legislature, help with press conferences, take video 
and photos at event. 

• Research legislative issues for members of the General Assembly or for upcoming articles. 
• Create and upload content for social media networking sites and websites. 
• Help develop and oversee the relationships with members and advocacy groups. 
• Help create a plan to effectively engage constituents. 
• Administrative duties such as answering phones, filing and assisting with mailings: internal and 

external. 
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Host: Illinois Department of Innovation and Technology, Education Group 

Location: 120 West Jefferson, Springfield, IL 

Fellowship Supervisor: Mary Reynolds, Education Group Chief Innovation Officer 

Position Description:  

DoIT’s mission is to empower the State of Illinois through high-value, customer-centric technology by 
delivering best-in-class innovation to client agencies fostering collaboration and empowering employees 
to provide better services to residents, businesses, and visitors. The Department of Innovation & 
Technology (DoIT) became an agency by statute on July 20, 2018 being charged with responsibility for 
the information technology functions of agencies under the jurisdiction of the governor. 

DoIT is leading a digital transformation toward an enterprise approach to technology at the State of 
Illinois to gain efficiencies and improve service delivery for customer agencies who, in turn, serve the 
residents of Illinois. This transformation is resulting m improved security and data protection, fewer 
redundant systems, more efficient technology spending and greater interagency collaboration. 

DoIT delivers statewide technology, innovation and telecommunication services to state government 
agencies, boards and commissions as well as policy and standards development, lifecycle investment 
planning, enterprise solutions and privacy and security management. 

DoIT manages the Illinois Century Network (ICN), a service that creates and maintains high speed 
telecommunications networks providing reliable communication links to and among Illinois schools, 
institutions of higher education, libraries, museums, research institutions, state agencies, units of local 
government and other entities that provide service to Illinois residents. 

Goals and objectives for DoIT Illini Science Policy Fellow: 

• Fellow will provide professional contributions to inform research, policy, and management of 
issues within the Illinois Department of Innovation and Technology related to Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) initiatives. 

• Help guide development of STEM policies for the State of Illinois. 
• Collaborate with other state agencies and organizations to promote STEM activities statewide and 

coordinate opportunities. 
• Assist in development and maintenance of web resources related to STEM. 
• Assist in gathering resources and developing model STEM curriculum and activities for K-12 

educators Audience will also include students, parents, and youth organizations such as 4-H. 
• Share employment opportunities in STEM fields through potential development of improved 

pathways into government. 

Mentorship and Engagement @ DoIT 

DoIT intends to help guide the development and awareness of STEM educational opportunities 
throughout Illinois through collaborative work with state agencies, K-12 schools, advocacy organizations, 
colleges and universities, business, and industry. This engagement work aligns closely with the Illinois 
Extension projects related to STEM 4-H youth development and will require coordination with Extension 
STEM Specialists. Development of expanded STEM resources will cultivate opportunities through the U 
of l's public outreach and engagement network to expand educational programs throughout the state. 
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The fellow will be engaged directly with projects related to education technology coordination• efforts 
and those initiatives specifically related to STEM fields that integrate all five Extension critical issue 
areas. Active engagement with anticipated initiatives include a STEM event at the Illinois State Fair, 
coordination of online STEM resources and activities for multiple audiences, and expansion of STEM 
opportunities for youth throughout Illinois. Professional growth opportunities will enable the fellow to 
actively engage in public policy development, collaborate with a variety of advocacy organizations, focus 
on creative resource development, and explore innovative ways to communicate activities. 
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Host: Illinois Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Meat and Poultry Inspection 

Location: John R. Block Building 801 E. Sangamon Ave. Springfield, IL 62702 

Fellowship Supervisor: John M. O'Keefe DVM, Assistant Bureau Chief, Bureau of Meat and Poultry 
Inspection 

Position Description:  

The Bureau of Meat and Poultry Inspection is responsible for the administration of the State of Illinois 
Meat and Poultry Inspection Act which protects the consumer in relation to wholesomeness, deceptive 
advertising and proper labeling of meat and poultry products. The inspection program complies with 
United States Department of Agriculture Federal Meat Inspection Act and Federal Poultry Inspection Act. 

Inspection coverage includes all aspects of intrastate slaughter and processing from antemortem and 
postmortem inspection during slaughter operations and processing and to the retail level. In the previous 
fiscal year the Bureau provided slaughter and/or processing inspections for 160 establishments. The 
Bureau also licenses and inspects around 750 Meat and Poultry Brokers and 53 refrigerated warehouses. 

Bureau Meat and Poultry Inspectors have various tasks and requirements at each establishment location 
depending on the establishment activities and end product. Most inspectors make several stops each day 
and must allot time for travel, observation, review of establishment documents, communications and 
documentation. 

Goal: Conduct a workload and time study to assist the Bureau of Meat and Poultry Inspection identify 
adequate staffing needs addressing efficiencies and areas for improvement. 

Workload and Time Study: 

1. Visit establishments and monitor inspection activity to gain an understanding of the time it takes 
to do different daily work (e.g., monitoring, documenting, email review for critical information). 

2. Identification of efficiencies to be shared as “best practices.” 
3. Identification of barriers to time management. 
4. Identification of deficiencies in knowledge leading to training opportunities. 

The identified fellow will be included in a variety of elements of the Bureau, including education, 
investigation, system evaluations, antemortem and postmortem exams in slaughter establishments, 
inspection in processing establishments, and evaluation of compliance with regulations pertaining to the 
humane handling and slaughter of livestock. Individual will gain familiarity with state and federal 
statutes, rules and regulations for meat and poultry inspection. 

The fellow will work directly with inspectors, inspector supervisors, Veterinary Consumer Safety Officers 
(USDA Veterinarians), Bureau Chief (DVM) and Division Manager (State Veterinarian). There will also 
be an opportunity to interact with establishment management. 
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Host: Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Office of Broadband 

Location: 100 W Randolph Street, Chicago, IL or 500 E Monroe Street, Springfield, IL 

Fellowship Supervisor: Matt Schmit, Director, Illinois Office of Broadband 

Position Description:  **2 positions available** 

As a primary charge, the Illinois Office of Broadband is responsible for administering the $400 million 
Connect Illinois broadband infrastructure grant program – the country's largest state-based competitive 
matching grant fund. In addition, the Office is developing related programming – such as in the areas of 
community planning and capacity building and digital literacy, adoption, and inclusion. A fellow would 
be invited to participate in each of these areas, particularly with regard to grant administration, 
community engagement, and program planning and execution. 

The Office serves as a resource to the Illinois Broadband Advisory Council, which has contributed to 
development of a state broadband strategic plan articulating the Connect Illinois vision, strategy, and 
approach. This council has formed several working groups focused on broadband access, technology and 
infrastructure, economic development, education, and telehealth – and future work may expand to such 
areas as precision agriculture, smart city deployment, and business incubator development. A fellow 
would be invited to contribute to the work of the Broadband Advisory Council, including the opportunity 
to develop some degree of policy expertise in one or more of the subject areas listed above per the 
fellow's academic interests and/or professional goals. This work could include contribution to the 
council's annual report to the General Assembly or related intermediate deliverables, as well as direct 
interface with various state agencies, private businesses, and/or nonprofit public policy organizations.  

Beyond the administration of grants and programming, the Office is working with private vendors to 
develop state-specific mapping of broadband assets, including available technology and levels of service. 
This effort will leverage otherwise proprietary broadband provider data – and direct consumer crowd-
sourced data – to generate interactive mapping detailing the technology and levels of service available to 
communities and consumers throughout Illinois. A fellow would be invited to work with the mapping 
vendor(s) to facilitate incorporation of the related maps and data sets into the Connect Illinois website, 
related programming, and community engagement. This work could include innovative work merging 
broadband provider data with crowd-sourced user data to create a standard for accurate state-based 
broadband mapping. 

Finally, the Office of Broadband will serve as a one-stop shop for all things broadband. From 
infrastructure to utilization, public funding to private deployment, the Office will strive to be a useful 
resource to individual consumers, local communities, various state agencies, and broadband providers 
alike. Just as broadband connects seemingly distinct aspects of our lives or otherwise siloed areas of 
government, the Office of broadband seeks to make meaningful connections – including through 
thoughtful public-private partnership, innovative cross-sector collaboration, and increased efficiency 
within state agency and across all levels of government. A fellow would be invited to play a critical, 
versatile, and flexible role in a relatively new Office that aspires to set the standard for state-based 
broadband investment and programming. The sheer magnitude of the $400 million Connect Illinois grant 
program combined with the opportunity for progressive policy and programming positions the Illinois 
Office of Broadband to realize this vision – but first we need to round out our team with one or more 
curious and hardworking Illini Science Policy Fellows. The Illinois Office of Broadband has staff in 
Chicago and Springfield; a fellow would have the choice of working from either location or splitting time 
between the two. 


