NEWSFLASH

Winnebago County May 5, 2022 Find Your Spark!
1040 N. 2nd Street

Rockford, IL 61107 Good morning 4-H Families,

P:(815) 986-4357
F: (815) 986-4329 We have lots of great 4-H activities coming up this month and

Website: throughout the spring and summer months for families to take advantage of!

l. i i . j . . . . .
gollinois.edu/jsw Yesterday our YLT members participated in helping the earth through planting a

couple hundred shrubs at a property in Cherry Valley. This was in collaboration
with the lllinois Pheasants Forever. (see photo below) We are looking to

e Margaret Larson expand our Youth Leadership Team— if you are interested, please email or call
County Extension mel!
Director

Please remember our deadline for required ethics training for livestock
project participants is June 1st for QAEC and/or YQCA depending on your

¢ Becky Gocken species (see page 9). If you attended in person, you must log back in, take a
Program Coordinator short pre-test, post-test and obtain a PDF of your certificate, which needs to be
4-H and Youth sent to me at the Extension Office— email is fine. Thank you for your
Development cooperation with this!

Also, our summer BBQ/ meat box

o Tammy Bene’ sales are due to the office by May 25!
Office Support Don’t forget!
Associate

Looking forward to the fire
station tour on Wednesday! See you
then!

~Becky Gocken

IL Green Tree Planting

If you were a part of helping plant trees on April 3 at

Rock Valley College, please complete this survey:

Student evaluation form: https://forms.gle/
onT1cAS5xpzimM3QF7

2022 Winnebago County Program Books Digital Version:

Find us on If you want to view the digital version, it is on our website here down under the
Fairs and Shows tab:

Facebook!

https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw/4-h-winnebago-county



https://www.facebook.com/UnitOne4H/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/UnitOne4H/?ref=bookmarks
https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw/4-h-winnebago-county
https://forms.gle/onT1cA5xpzjmM3QF7
https://forms.gle/onT1cA5xpzjmM3QF7

WINNEBAGO COUNTY @ IL. STATE PUBLIC SPEAKING




WINNEBAGO COUNTY @ HORSE BowL & HIPPOLOGY



CONGRATULATIONS WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H CLASS OF 2022




WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H INFORMATION:



https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25488
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25718

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H INFORMATION:

Deadline
extended to
May 22!



https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25278
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25738
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25793
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2022-06-28-wizarding-world-4-h

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H INFORMATION:
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H INFORMATION:



WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H INFORMATION:

Attention 4-H Swine, Sheep, Goats, Beef and Dairy Show Participants:

The YQCA annual training is required by the state 4-H office to show in any 4-H
Swine, Sheep, Goat, Beef or Dairy livestock show. We have already offered both
in-person trainings— please be sure to log back in and send me the pdf of your

certificate by June 1st. The new site is www.ygcaprogram.org Livestock mem-

bers received an email on April 11th with all the directions for how to set up a
new account, which everyone will have to do. Please follow the PDF directions as
the site is a little challenging to navigate.

All other livestock shows still require the QAEC training which can be found at

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/gaec/ .



http://www.yqcaprogram.org
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 4-H INFORMATION:



Members will not be approved until leader’s have verified
they received payment and/or paid by credit card online this
year. You will not be able to enroll in Fair Entry until | have
received this information from your club leader.

Project Manuals will be purchased by individual families through a pop-up shop in 4-H Mall. |

recommend ordering together to save shipping expenses. An email was sent with directions

for obtaining manuals on 11.5.2021 & 2.1.2022. Here is a link to the state 4-H page project
resources: https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/project-resources

State 4-H Fishing Tournaments Ready to Go!

Easy to enter, easy to win! Learn rules and how to
enter here:

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/4-h-hooks-
us-together-fishing-tournament

Open to all current year 4-H members, but new rod
& reel prizes only for 4-H members registered in
the 4-H Sport fishing project for the 2021-2022
year. Entries just require a phone, tape measure
and then upload information to: https://
go.illinois.edu/fish4H

May — Largemouth Bass 4-H State Tournament

June — Channel Catfish 4-H State Tournament

Before using your pressure canner, have your dial gauge tested for
accuracy. The only way to know if your pressure gauge is accurate
is to have it tested.

University of lllinois Extension is holding Pressure Canner Testing
Clinics beginning this May and will run through July. These events
will be held at the local Extension offices, with several dates to
choose from. Bring in your pressure canner lid with the gauge
attached.

To register call your local extension office or visit go.illinois.edu/
JSW



https://shop4-h.org/collections/illinois-virtual-pop-up-shop
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/project-resources
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/4-h-hooks-us-together-fishing-tournament
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/4-h-hooks-us-together-fishing-tournament
https://go.illinois.edu/fish4H
https://go.illinois.edu/fish4H
http://go.illinois.edu/jsw?fbclid=IwAR33DEaMwhgKWlhpC8ffh0YLPqqDt1TsAymU3L7ExKA_dWG2UmHGpXnZfqU
http://go.illinois.edu/jsw?fbclid=IwAR33DEaMwhgKWlhpC8ffh0YLPqqDt1TsAymU3L7ExKA_dWG2UmHGpXnZfqU

CALENDAR OF WINNEBAGO 4-H EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

MAY, 2022
1-June 10 FAIR ENTRY OPENS FOR ALL MEMBERS TO REGISTER ENTRIES FOR 4-H FAIR
4 4-6 pm YLT Meeting— Shrub planting with lllinois Pheasants Forever
11 6-6:45pm 4-H Rockford Fire Department Tour— Station 6
11 6-8pm 4-H Camp Counselor Training, Zoom
15 2 pm 4-H Dog SPIN Club Class
17 4-H Horse Superintendents Meeting
22 2 pm 4-H Dog SPIN Club Class
25 4:00 pm BBQ MEAT BOX Orders & Payment DUE to Extension Office
30 EXTENSION OFFICE IS CLOSED for Memorial Day Holiday
JUNE, 2022
1 Dog ownership and/or lease paperwork due to Extension Office
1 YQCA Certificates Due to the Extension Office, QAEC Deadline
5 2 pm 4-H Dog SPIN Club Class
6-10 4-H Bass Fishing SPIN Club, Pecatonica
10 11:59 pm FAIR ENTRY CLOSES (All entries must be registered by 11:59 pm)
11 8-10 am Winnebago County 4-H Chalk the Walk, Extension office
11 Noon-1 pm BBQ Meat Box Order Pickup at Extension office parking lot; Noah’s Ark donation drop off
14-16 Northern lllinois 4-H Day Camps
17 EXTENSION OFFICE IS CLOSED for Juneteenth Holiday
25 10:30 am 4-H Float Day- Sugar River
26 2 pm 4-H Dog SPIN Club Class
29 9-12pm Wizarding World of 4-H, Prince of Peace Church, Rockton
JULY, 2022
4 EXTENSION OFFICE IS CLOSED for Independence Day Holiday
9 10:30 am 4-H Float Day- Sugar River- RAIN DATE
8 9:00 am 4-H Clothing Judging — Old Stone Church
9 2:00 pm 4-H Fashion Revue — Old Stone Church
10 2 pm 4-H Dog SPIN Club Class
13 4:00 pm CLUB BANNERS DUE to Extension Office
16 9:00 am 4-H Rabbit & Small Pet Show — Fairgrounds — Building #3
17 2 pm 4-H Dog SPIN Club Class
22 9:00 am 4-H Dog Show- Forest City Dog Training Club, Loves Park
23 9:00 am 4-H Cat Show — Fairgrounds — St. Mary’s Building
27 5:30 pm Setup of 4-H Building at fairgrounds — HELP NEEDED!
29 4-H General Projects Judging Day — Fairgrounds — Buildings 3 & 4

AUGUST, 2022

1 12 pm 4-H Dog Show State Fair Entries & payments due to Extension Office
2 8-4 pm STATE FAIR PHONE CALLS & EMAILS are made to eligible participants
3 10:00 am 4-H Cake Decorating Contest — Extension Office

3 1:00 pm 4-H Food Demo Contest — Extension Office

4 12:00 pm LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR STATE FAIR (If selected)

6 8:00 am 4-H Horse Show — Fairgrounds (grandstand track area)

10 3-6 pm Pickup of STATE FAIR eligible projects at Fairgrounds (Pecatonica)

4-H Club Meetings— Attendance Policy

All 4-H members must attend 1/3 of their club meetings for the year, from
the time of their enrollment, in order to show at the

4-H shows this summer.




ILLINOIS 4-H INFORMATION:

4-H International

Host an international youth this summer

International students come to IL each summer and stay with a host family
for about 4 weeks. Host a Japanese or South Korean youth this summer
through States’ 4-H International! Expand your family’s cultural
understanding, learn about new foods and customs, and possibly learn a new
language, all while sharing your own. Your children will build lifelong
friendships and will gain new perspectives on their own country, too!
Families are needed for July 23 through August 18 (tentative dates).
Applications are accepted until all placements are made. There is no cost for this program.

Students are matched with a host sibling by age gender and interests. So families hosting, must have a child
the between 12-18

Host family selection is dependent on completion of an application and screening process, as well as student
availability and personality compatibility.

For more information or to apply, visit: http://www.states4hexchange.org.

Find us on Facebook @ facebook.com/Illinois4hexchange or contact Illinois S4-H Coordinators: Miriam
Rosenbohm @ rosenbohm07@comcast.net or Elisha Hughes @ ehugh2@illinois.edu.

Greetings all -
FYI:

| have heard from many of you regarding the IDOA
temporary stay on poultry exhibitions. lllinois 4-H will offer a
virtual show option in the event the stay does not get lifted
before your local fair. Posters are also an option as always.
The virtual option will be executed locally in the same
manner as we held them in 2020. The virtual option will only
be in play if we cannot have the live show. We will keep you
updated as we continue to receive guidance from IDOA.

Thanks,

Dan Jennings
University of Illinois
State 4-H Livestock

djjennin@illinois.edu



http://www.states4hexchange.org
https://www.facebook.com/Illinois4hexchange
mailto:rosenbohm07@comcast.net
mailto:ehugh2@illinois.edu
mailto:djjennin@illinois.edu

ILLINOIS 4-H INFORMATION:

The University of lllinois
College of Agricultural,
Consumer and
Environmental Sciences
will host ACES Family
Academies on July 14-15,
2022. ACES Family
Academies is a two-day learning experience
for alumni to bring youth ages 8-13 to stay on
campus, eat in the residence halls, and
participate in interactive classes, all while
learning about ACES majors, programs, and
research. Cost is $125. Registration deadline is
June 3, 2022. Full schedule and educational
session information is available online.

Crop Scouting Competition
August 4, 2022

Crop Sciences Research &
Education Center, 4202 South 1st
St., Savoy, IL 61874

Check-in and registration start at 8
a.m. The competition starts at 8:30
a.m. and will end by 1:30 p.m.

The competition is open to high school students completing
grades 9-12 in the spring of 2022. They will work in teams of
2 to 5 students led by an adult coach. Coaches can be FFA
advisers, agriculture teachers, seed dealers, co-op
employees, and others. No more than three teams per
sponsoring organization (e.g. company, school, club).

This will be an outdoor event.

Meals: Lunch, beverages, and snacks will be provided.
Prizes: $500 for 1st, $300 for 2nd, and $150 for 3rd.
Questions? Contact program coordinator Chelsea

Harbach at harbach2@illinois.edu.

4-H Shooting Sports Leaders Wanted!

Spend a fun day learning range
management and leave ready to safely
lead 4-H Shooting Sports activities in your
county!

Contact your local Uofl Extension office 4-
H professional and they will process your
registration. Certifications in Archery,
Shotgun, Rifle, Pistol, Coordinator, and
Hunting/Outdoor Skills (May 7 only)
offered. One discipline per day/per

person. All programs run 9am-6pm and
are active range time instruction.

Sat., May 7, 20224-H Memorial Camp,
Monticello, IL (central lllinois)

Sat., July 16, 2022 Bi-State Sportsman’s
Club, Colona, IL (N.W. lllinois)

Questions? Contact Curt Sinclair at
Sinclair@illinois.edu

2022 4-H State Shoots — SAVE THESE DATES (but keep
practicing now!)

4-H State Archery Shoot- Saturday,
Sept. 17, 2022 at Pekin Archers,

Pekin, lllinois

4-H State Shotgun Shoot- Saturday,
Sept. 24, 2022 at Brittany Shooting

Park, Bunker Hill, lllinois

4-H State Rifle Shoot-
Oct. 8, 2022 at Central lllinois

Saturday,

Precision Shooters (CIPS),
Bloomington, Illinois

4-H State Pistol Shoot- Sunday,
Oct. 9, 2022 at CIPS, Bloomington,
Illinois

Save the Date June 4, 2022 Summer Sizzle Shoot Chillicothe Sportsman’s Club Hosted by Marshall-Putnam 4-H
Shooting Sports Registration opens April 25,

2022- closes May 24, 2022 https://extension.illinois.edu/blmp

Our target is fun and we aim for a bullseye!



https://acesalumni.illinois.edu/events/aces-family-academies
https://acesalumni.illinois.edu/events/aces-family-academies
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Crop+Sciences+Research+and+Education+Center+South+First+Street+Facility/@40.0567165,-88.2444474,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xbd7cfb1fb6e06fed!8m2!3d40.0573406!4d-88.2380101
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Crop+Sciences+Research+and+Education+Center+South+First+Street+Facility/@40.0567165,-88.2444474,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xbd7cfb1fb6e06fed!8m2!3d40.0573406!4d-88.2380101
https://extension.illinois.edu/staff/chelsea-harbach
mailto:harbach2@illinois.edu
https://extension.illinois.edu/staff/chelsea-harbach
https://extension.illinois.edu/blmp

ILLINOIS 4-H INFORMATION:



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT EXTENSION:



https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw

Take steps to help stop avian flu in wild birds, domestic flocks

Written by Emily Steele
April 26, 2022

URBANA, Ill. = Avian flu cases are on the rise in the Midwest. From canceled poultry shows to advising
homeowners to remove bird feeders, lllinois is urging those who come into contact with birds to take steps
to prevent the disease from spreading.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza is a contagious virus that spreads among wild geese, ducks, and other
waterbirds species, as well as some raptors, including bald eagles. Wild birds, which may show no symptoms
even if infected, can carry the disease to new areas as they migrate north and transmit it to domestic
poultry, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

Avian flu is an extremely infectious respiratory disease that affects all domestic poultry, including laying
hens, broilers, and turkeys, as well as waterfowl and game birds. It can spread quickly within flocks causing
severe disease and death.

In the last outbreak of avian influenza, more than 200 commercial flocks and 21 backyard flocks in the U.S.
were affected, leading to the deaths of more than 50 million birds between 2014 and 2015.

Illinois became one of 33 states with confirmed avian flu cases in wild birds. More cases have been found in
Champaign, Fulton, Sangamon, Will, and Cook counties.

The Centers for Disease Control is monitoring the recent outbreak and says it is not an immediate public
health concern and no human cases have been detected in the U.S.

On April 21, the lllinois Department of Natural Resources recommended removing bird feeders and
birdbaths until the end of May to discourage large gatherings of birds and interactions between waterfowl
and songbirds. Hummingbird and oriole feeders do not need to be removed. Any remaining birdseed should
also be removed, and bird feeders and baths should be cleaned with a diluted bleach solution that is nine
parts water and one part bleach.

Joy O'Keefe, assistant professor and Extension wildlife specialist in the Department of Natural Resources &
Environmental Sciences, says removing bird feeders is a precaution that can protect wild and domesticated
birds.

“Passerines, or songbirds, that come to bird feeders are not likely to be affected,” O’Keefe says. “In the
absence of feeders, birds should be able to find natural sources of food from sprouting native plants and
emerging insects.” She added that property owners can plant native shrubs and wildflowers this spring as
natural food sources for birds.



https://extension.illinois.edu/staff/emily-steele
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022-hpai
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2021-2022/h5n1-low-risk-public.htm
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/news/Pages/IDNR-recommends-halt-to-use-of-bird-feeders,-bird-baths-through-May-31-until-spread-of-avian-influenza-subsides.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/news/Pages/IDNR-recommends-halt-to-use-of-bird-feeders,-bird-baths-through-May-31-until-spread-of-avian-influenza-subsides.aspx
https://nres.illinois.edu/directory/jmokeefe
https://nres.illinois.edu/
https://nres.illinois.edu/
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Take steps to help stop avian flu in wild birds, domestic flocks

Removing feeders is especially important for people who take care of poultry because, while avian flu has
not been found in songbirds, feeders can attract wild waterfowl. Flock owners should prevent contact
between their backyard flocks and wild birds.

The disease has been detected in commercial and small flock poultry and gamebird operations in 29 states.
In April, two cases of avian flu were found in small backyard flocks in McLean and Carroll counties, affecting
80 birds. No commercial producers have been affected in Illinois. The lllinois Department of Agriculture
announced an emergency order on April 5 canceling poultry-related events such as sales or exhibits.

lllinois is home to about 9 million commercially produced poultry, mostly laying chickens and turkeys. The
number of backyard birds that people keep for egg production is estimated to be 30,000 birds. Small flocks
may have a higher risk of contracting avian flu, says Kenneth Koelkebeck, professor and Extension poultry
specialist in the Animal Sciences Department.

“Those backyard flocks are mostly outside and waterfowl may be around,” Koelkebeck says, “whereas
commercial poultry are kept in enclosed buildings.”

Poultry producers should follow biosecurity measures to reduce the possibility of their birds contracting
avian flu. Protocols, such as keeping free-range birds inside and wearing protective boot covers when
entering a chicken coop, reduce the risk of spreading bacteria or viral pathogens. The USDA has biosafety
recommendations for backyard flocks available at bit.ly/3L9s1Rb.

“Poultry owners should keep things as clean as they can,” Koelkebeck says. “Remove standing water if
possible because it will attract migratory waterfowl.”

Visible symptoms of avian flu include runny eyes, swelling, and lethargy. When the disease is detected in
domestic poultry, the IDOA quarantines the site; flocks are depopulated to prevent the disease from
spreading and remove them from the food system. Other area flocks are monitored for the disease.

Flock owners should report sick birds or unusual bird deaths to the IDOA at (217) 782-4944 or USDA APHIS
Veterinary Services at 1-866-536-7593. More information about the status of avian flu in domestic bird flocks
can be found on the IDOA website at bit.ly/3MnuRIQ.

Report cases of five or more dead wild birds in one area to an IDNR district wildlife biologist at bit.ly/3xIDaVf.

SOURCES: Joy O'Keefe, assistant professor and Extension wildlife specialist; Kenneth Koelkebeck, professor
and Extension poultry specialist.
WRITER: Emily Steele, Media Communications Coordinator, lllinois Extension
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