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NEWSFLASH 
May 5, 2022 Find Your Spark! 

Hello 4-H Families, Leaders, & Volunteers, 

In this week’s E-News for all things 4-H related we have  3 new programs 
that are coming up. Our yearly babysitting clinic will be happening on June 6, and 
our Wizardly World of 4-H Daycamp Part 2 is coming up on June 28. Also, we have 
a new “I Made That” kit coming out for June is dairy month!  See inside for all the 
details and how to pre-register! 

Old News, but still very important, is to remember that June 1 is the 
deadline for YQCA and QAEC training.  As of today you have  26 days left to get 
this done.  For YQCA—don’t forget you need to send your certificate to me by June 
1 at 4 pm. This must be on file at the Extension office for the livestock shows. The 
links for both of these websites are inside the newsletter as well. 

4-H Summer Camp in Polo, IL is June 14, 15, & 16. There is still a few 
spots left and they extended the deadline for that registration to May 22. So 
hurry over to:  https://go.illinois.edu/4Hsummercamp  to register! 

Next week I will be sending out a newsletter specifically for fair entry 
and how to sign up. Please make sure you read that newsletter so you are 
aware of how that works and to make sure you don’t miss the deadlines for 
it. 

Wishing all of you Moms a very special Mother’s Day this weekend!  
Hopefully it is filled with lots of sunshine, beautiful weather, and lots of love! 

As always, if you have questions 4-H Show related or just 4-H related, 
I welcome them! Please feel free to call or e-mail me any time. 

 ~Till Next Time,   Brenda 

https://www.facebook.com/UnitOne4H/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/UnitOne4H/?ref=bookmarks
https://go.illinois.edu/4Hsummercamp


STATE PUBLIC SPEAKING WINNER!! 

MICHELLE MARCK 

Michelle Marck from the Freeport 

Fantastic 4-H Club went to the 

State Public Speaking Contest on 

April 30. She entered in Oral Inter-

pretation as an individual with a 

prose reading called: “Three 

Names of Me,” by  Mary Cum-

mings. Michelle won 1st place in 

her division at state!!! 

Congratulations, Michelle!! 

Great Job! 



STEPHENSON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

4-H Club Meetings—Attendance Policy

All 4-H members must attend 1/3 of their club meetings for the 

year, from the time of their enrollment,  in order to show at the 4

-H shows this summer.  If you have questions on this, please

reach out to your 4-H leader! 

IF you are showing a 

Beef BUCKET CALF– 

Contact Brenda for 

your Project Record 

Book. 

If  you  are  leasing a Dairy    

animal this year, please contact 

Brenda for a lease agreement. 

Dairy Lease paperwork is due 

by June 1st to the Extension 

Office. 



STEPHENSON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

QAEC TRAININGS 
Quality Assurance and Ethics Training– The Quality Assur-

ance and Ethics training is required for all youth that enroll in horse, rab-
bit, poultry, dog, cavy (guinea pigs), and cat. Members must take the 
training whether they own a live animal or not. It is advised that they 
complete this as soon as they are enrolled in the project area.  4-H Mem-
bers only have to complete a QAEC training once in their 4-H career, 
when showing a live animal or doing animal science with the above 
breeds. 
Counties will monitor completion of this. Failure to complete QAEC will 
result in the member’s animal science project enrollment being cancelled 
and they will be ineligible to exhibit at county fairs. The website is open 

year round at: https://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/ 

Deadline is June 1, 2022 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/


STEPHENSON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

YQCA TRAINING 
If you are a 4-H Member showing: sheep, swine, dairy, goats, or beef you will 

need to do your Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) training again BE-

FORE the June 1 deadline. This is for all members ages 8-18 showing livestock for 

a 4-H show.  

1)Online training ( there is a test at the end) and the cost is $12,  per student.

Once completed please print 2 copies of your certificate– 1 needs to be given to

the Extension office before June 1, and the other one travels with the 4-H mem-

ber to the shows.

Link is: https://yqcaprogram.org/ 

Whether you take the online course OR attend an in-person training, you MUST 

submit your certificate of completion to Brenda at the Extension office—NO LAT-

ER than 4pm on June 1. 

If you missed the email with step-by-step instructions on how to setup your new 

YQCA account, please reach out to Brenda at bheimann@illinois.edu  

https://yqcaprogram.org/




Thank you to all the 4-H members and clubs that helped our 4-H Ambassadors with their 
Community Service Project!! 29 Blankets were made and donated to Madonna Renewal and 
the Pearl Pavilion in Freeport, IL. Thank you for helping us make a difference in our commu-

nity! 

(Pictured: Hannah 
Visel, Rebekah Visel, 
Sister Chinwezey from 
Madonna renewal, 
and Jordan Heimann.) 



Stephenson County 4-H News 

Manual Ordering for 2021-2022! 

New this year, All manuals will be ordered by the  

parents! Go to our webpage: 

https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw/4-h-stephenson-county 

Under Calendar of Events & 4-H Show book, there is a 
link on “How to Order Manuals.”  

If you have any questions regarding manuals, please call me direct at 

815-235-4125 or bheimann@illinois.edu

Are you looking for more ways to help your child 

learn &  engage with 4-H? 

Illinois 4-H has many resources that can help!! 

Check out the 4-H Spark Sheets—

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/project-spark-sheets 

And 4-H At Home—

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/ 

https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw/4-h-stephenson-county
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/project-spark-sheets
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/


4-H Camp—June 14, 15, 16

Registration for 4-H Camp 2022 is OPEN!!! 

4-H Camp is open to ALL boys and girls, ages 8-14 by June 14, 2022. 4-H
membership is not required; however, all participants will be expected to
comply with the same high behavior standards expected of 4-Hers. Youth
need to be interested and excited to have a day of outdoor fun, away from
television and technology.

Cost each day is $70. All camp fees must be paid in full by May 22, 

2022.  Download a camper application online or register online at: https://

extension.illinois.edu/bdo/northern-illinois-4-h-camp. If you have any ques-

tions, please reach out to Brenda at 815-235-4125. 

https://extension.illinois.edu/bdo/northern-illinois-4-h-camp
https://extension.illinois.edu/bdo/northern-illinois-4-h-camp








COMMUNITY SERVICE: Let’s help our fellow 4-H club reach 

their goal of 1,000 items of hygiene products for the Miss 

Carly’s place in Rockford!  





SCHOLARSHIPS 

R.C. Miller Scholarship–    The scholarship was established by R. C. Miller, a lifetime

Stephenson County resident and ardent supporter of agriculture, natural resources and con-

servation.  Miller, who died in 2007, left a legacy in the community for his support of a vari-

ety of programs and efforts, especially youth and conservation causes. 

      To be eligible to apply, individuals must be residents of Stephenson County and 

enrolled in an agriculture, natural resources or related degree program. Applicants must be 

accepted at their chosen college or university and be a full-time student carrying a mini-

mum of 12 hours per semester.  

To receive an application, please call the University of Illinois Extension Stephenson County 

Office at 815-235-4125.  Completed applications are due by June 1, 2022 to the U of I Exten-

sion, 2998 W. Pearl City Rd, Freeport.   Chosen recipients will be awarded a $1,000 scholar-

ship. 



This is for all 4-H youth,  whether in  

General projects or Livestock projects. 

It’s a great way to tell your 4-H Story  & make 

A little dough to support your projects!!! 





STATE 4-H NEWS 

GET YOUR TACKLE READY - 2022 4-H Sport Fishing Virtual 

Monthly Challenges Coming Soon! 

Open to all current year 4-H members, but new rod & reel prizes only for 
4-H members registered in the 4-H Sport fishing project for the 2021-
2022 year.  GO HERE for more info:  https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/4-h-hooks-us

-together-fishing-tournament    GO HERE to register your fish: https://go.illinois.edu/

fish4H

May – Largemouth Bass 4-H State Tournament 

June – Channel Catfish 4-H State Tournament 

https://www.ifishillinois.org/species/CRP.php 

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/4-h-hooks-us-together-fishing-tournament
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/4-h-hooks-us-together-fishing-tournament
https://go.illinois.edu/fish4H
https://go.illinois.edu/fish4H
https://www.ifishillinois.org/species/CRP.php


STATE 4-H NEWS 

Link to register for the May 19, 7pm Volunteer Café Conversation: https://web.extension.illinois.edu/
registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=25159 

Applications are now OPEN for the 2023 

#4HYouthinAction Awards! Now is the chance for 

4-H’ers ages 15-19 to tell their 4-H story of im-

pact, leadership, and purpose.

Four selected recipients will: 

• earn a $5K scholarship

• serve as a national youth spokesperson…and much

more!

Learn more about the awards, application pro-

cess, and apply! https://bit.ly/3FgUIb0 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=25159
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=25159
https://bit.ly/3FgUIb0?fbclid=IwAR1HBFgBtHEGj-834P15_H_paB-xIHQ5wCeLKyMC1eQ2Bky0PCiMARp68l4


EXTENSION NEWS 
Preserve the quality and nutrients of your produce 

Spring is right around the corner, and summer gardens will be bursting with pro-
duce in no time.  You can enjoy your summer flavors year-round by preserving your 
fresh produce now. Home food preservation continues to be a favorite by many.  

Yes! You Can: Preserve It Safely: Freezing Your Summer Harvest will be held both 

in-person and virtually. Pick the time and date that works best for you.  

Thursday, May 12, from 5:30-7:30 PM at the University of Illinois Extension-

Stephenson County, Highland Community College, Building R, 2998 W. Pearl City 

Road, Freeport. 

Virtually via Zoom, Wednesday, May 25, from 1-3 PM. 

Reserve your seat today by calling our office at (815) 235-4125 or visiting us online 
at go.illinois.edu/jsw. There is a $5 registration fee which will cover the educational 
session. Space is limited, so register today.  If you need reasonable accommodations 
to participate in this program, please contact our office at (815) 235-4125. 

Move more for better health 
University of Illinois Extension Nutrition and Wellness Educator Diane Reinhold will be offer-
ing an educational workshop, “Move More for Better Health.” We will provide insight into 
the many health benefits of physical activity during this workshop and tips for activities you 
can do without even leaving the house.   

Join us, in person, for this free event on Thursday, May 19, from 1:00 – 3:00 PM, at the Ste-
phenson County Farm Bureau, 210 W Spring St, Freeport. If you don’t want to make the drive, 
join us virtually, on Wednesday, May 18, from 1:00 – 3:00 PM. Preregistration is requested for 
this free event. Beat the registration deadline of May 17, and receive your Zoom link to join 
the presentation virtually or save your spot if attending in person. For more information on this 
program, or if you need reasonable accommodations to participate, please contact our office at 
(815) 235-4125, or visit us online at go.illinois/jsw.

go.illinois.edu/jsw
https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw



