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YOUTUBE
BY THE

NUMBERS



• YouTube second-most visited website
• Who is #1? (Psst: They own YouTube) 

(Hootsuite)

• +500 hours of video are uploaded to 
YouTube every minute (YouTube)

• 74% of adults use YouTube (Facebook 
= 68%) (Hootsuite)

• 40.9% watchtime happens on mobile 
(eMarketer)

• Views of videos with “beginner” in 
title increased +50% March-July 2020 
(Think with Google)

YOUTUBE BY THE NUMBERS

• 15,791 subscribers (+3,400)
• 6.9 million impressions
• 1.4 million views
• +35,800 watchtime hours
• Top 10 videos account for 44% of 

total views
• Of top 50 videos, not a single one is 

a webinar

YouTube Fun Facts Illinois Extension YouTube
(2020)



1.4 million views
External

Traffic from websites (or apps) that
embed or link to your videos

YOUTUBE BY THE NUMBERS
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Best Practices for 
Optimizing YouTube Performance



YouTube vs. 
Mediaspace
YouTube is the official video platform for 
hosting Illinois Extension content freely 
accessible to the public.
Use of Mediaspace can be used for temporary 
file storage, content behind a paywall, or staff 
training resources.



Made for Kids vs. 
Not Made for Kids
A video MUST BE marked as MADE FOR KIDS if:
• Content is intended for children younger than 13.
• Video features children as the primary on-screen 

presence.
• Emphasis is on kids’ characters, themes, toys, or other 

kid-oriented content.
Can apply to a channel or a single video.

Resources:
Important Update for Content Creators: Complying with COPPA (Nov 2019 Video): https://youtu.be/-JzXiSkoFKw
Features impacted by COPPA: Made for Kids Content (Jan 2020 Video): https://youtu.be/0CzTAeLNRbg
Restricted features (YouTube help): https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/9632097

https://youtu.be/-JzXiSkoFKw
https://youtu.be/0CzTAeLNRbg
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/9632097


Closed 
Captioning

Accessibility is a civil right. It 
is our legal responsibility to 
meet accessibility standards.

YouTube will auto-generate 
captions. 

It is your responsibility to 
review and clean up errors in 
the captions.



What kind of YouTube 
videos are a good fit for the 

Extension brand?
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Title
Description
Filenames



• Be descriptive (accurate)
• Include keywords

• Include keywords early (YouTube prioritizes)
• Initial text shows up in in search

• Be truthful



Thumbnails



Make and upload your own (See Matt’s examples!)



Tags



One of the best ways to keyword-optimize your video and SEO

First tag keyword target



Cards













Customize Channel
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