
University of Illinois Extension - Unit 18 

Extension Council Minutes 

Jersey County Extension (host) 

Chopped Steak House, Jerseyville, IL 

December 12, 2017 

 

Call to Order 

Kate Niemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 

Those in attendance from Extension Council:  Jack Stork (spouse Margaret), Sandra Bechtold, Cheryl 
Canavan (spouse Gary), Kate Niemeyer (spouse Steve), James Seibert, Pam Weber (spouse Kevin), Cindy 
Pryor.  Extension staff in attendance:  Amanda Cole, Penny Grundy, Peggy Hampton, Andrew Holsinger, 
Lisa Peterson and Rebecca Livingston. 

Welcome and Introductions 

Minutes  

Minutes from the October 2017 meeting were presented.  Jack Stork motioned to approve as 
presented.  James Siebert seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion passed. 

Fiscal Report 

Amanda Cole presented the November 2017 Trust and Revolving report.  She then discussed the 
game plan for FY18, FY19 and FY20.  We are still on current year income and a little under on 
our expenses.  We are not expecting the State to come through on the budget money promised. 
We are spending Federal dollars for some salaries and travel until the money runs out.  We are 
hopeful our carryover will not need to be touched.  We currently have 3 out of the 4 counties 
doing Foundation fund drives.  It was also announced that Macoupin and Montgomery Counties 
were awarded $5,000 unrestricted monies from the Dakota Pipeline project. 

 

OLD Business 

Staffing Updates:  This has definitely and will be a year of transition.  Terri Miller has accepted a 
position as County Director for Unit 16.   

Peggy Hampton – will be retiring February of 2018 

Carol Strohbeck – is retiring at end of this year 

Jersey County extra help Lena Robeen has been hired. 

Testing will be scheduled once the application process is complete for the Macoupin County 
Office Assistant position. 



Underserved Audiences were discussed.  Groups brought up were Senior citizens, Home 
schoolers and within the Ag Community it was mentioned to touch on the topic of Transition of 
Land. 

 

NEW Business 

Board openings:  Ann Bandy form the Christian County HCEA has volunteered to fill the vacant 
position.  The resignation of Jay Martin was received as she has meeting conflicts with dates.  
Connie Beck will be his replacement, representing the Montgomery County Board.   

The motion to approve was first by Sandra Bechtold and second by Pamela Weber. 

Amanda announced that we will be preparing for Dean Kidwell’s visit in the Spring of 2018.  Her 
goal is to visit all units.  The intinerary will be determined upon arrival date.  Amanda welcomes 
any ideas the board may have for Dean Kidwell’s visit. 

Staff Program Reports:   

Lisa Peterson – Nutrition and wellness:  Currently offering Food Certificate classes.  Lisa 
explained the new regulations needed for Food Handlers in the food industry.   

Peggy Hampton:  Peggy discussed the challenges of the new 4H software.  The data currently 
shows we have a large turnover of 1st and 2nd year members.  Peggy believes it lies with the 
parents and not understanding the process.  Peggy explained they are looking at providing a 
handbook of terminology with Calendar of events and a newsletter to new members.  Another 
possibility may be a pinterest page of projects.  It was discovered that there is an increase of 
high school member involvement. 

Andrew Holsinger:  Andrew reported that he is currently working on holding Annie’s Project in 
Jerseyville.  He is also involved with the statewide Master Gardner training via webinar.  The 
training is also available online. 

Discussion was to change the meeting night to the third Thursday to accommodate everyone.  
Motion to approve was first by Jack Stork and seconded by Sandra Bechtold.  Motion carried.  

Future meetings:  March 22, June 21, October 18 and December 20 

Sandra Bechtold motioned to adjourn and Jack Stork seconded.  Next meeting will be March 22. 

APPROVED June 21, 2018 


