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A Newsletter for  Montgomery County 4-H Families                                             February  2021 

 

4-H FAST FACTS  

 
 

UNIT 18 - Serving: 

Christian, Jersey,       
Macoupin &           

Montgomery Counties 

 

OFFICES 
 

Christian County Extension 
1120 N. Webster Street  

Taylorville, IL  62568 
Ph.: 217-287-7246  Fax: 217-287-7248 

 
Jersey County Extension 

201 West Exchange, Suite A  
Jerseyville, IL  62052 

Ph.: 618-498-2913   Fax: 618-498-5913 
 

Macoupin County Extension 
#60 Carlinville Plaza 
Carlinville, IL  62626 

Ph.: 217-854-9604   Fax: 217-854-7804 
 

Montgomery County Extension 
#1 Industrial Park Drive 

Hillsboro, IL  62049 
Ph.: 217-532-3941   Fax: 217-532-3944 

 
 

 
 

STAFF 
 

Amanda Cole, County Director  
amandac@illinois.edu 

 
Sara Marten,  

4-H Youth Development Educator 
marten1@illinois.edu 

 
Jessica Jaffry, Jersey County  

4-H Program Coordinator 
jjaffry@illinois.edu  

 
Kate Harding, Macoupin County  

4-H Program Coordinator 
harding@illinois.edu 

 
Elisha Hughes, Montgomery County  

4-H Program Coordinator 
ehugh2@illinois.edu  

To keep up with 4-H happenings in Montgomery County,            
including workshops, check us out on Facebook at                  
https://www.facebook.com/montgomery4h 

 extension.illinois.edu/cjmm/4-h-montgomerycounty 

Three local youth are selected to serve on a statewide 4-H leadership program 
called promoting healthy living.  The Healthy Teen Ambassadors program is spon-
sored by Illinois Extension and funded by the Wal-Mart Foundation.  Youth will 
receive training, support and the opportunity to make a big impact in their com-
munities. The Local youth selected to be part of this leadership opportunity are 
Monica Dudek of Starr Shooters 4-H Club, Joelle Hughes of the Clovers 4-H Club 
and Cecilia Dudek of the Starr Shooters 4-H Club.  Not only will communities bene-
fit, teens will gain public speaking and leadership skills, The ambassadors are vir-
tually attending the National 4-H Healthy Living Summit later this month.  
 

Weekend Food Program Receives Grant  

The weekend food program served over 3000 

meals to youth at the Hillsboro High school last 

school year.  This year the program expanded to 

include the Nokomis school.  The program is led 

by Erin Kistner, who is still running the Hillsboro 

program and Kohen Stolte at the Nokomis loca-

tion. YLT members participate by packing meals.  

The $500 grant From the Illinois 4-H Foundation,  

will help to buy food and supplies for the pro-

gram. If you or your club would like to donate 

food to this program, contact Elisha Hughes at 

ehugh2@illinois.edu for a list of needed items.  

Monica Dudek            Joelle Hughes  Cecilia Dudek 

Local Youth Join Healthy Teen Ambassadors 

mailto:jjaffry@illinois.edu
https://extension.illinois.edu/
https://walmart.org/
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STEM KITS AVAILABLE  

Electric Circuit 

Hydraulic claw 

Maker robot 

Straw rocket 

DIY Pop cycle Flashlight 

Marshmallow catapult.  

FREE Stem activities to do at home.  

Share a photo and comment about your experi-

ence on our padlet board. 

To check availability or to reserve a kit, call our 

office at 217532-3941 or email 

lmwhite@illinois.edu 
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HOW TO ORDER  

4-H PUBLICATIONS 

 

Go to : go.illinois.edu/pubsrequest   

Choose the books you would like to 

order.   

Our office or your leader will let 

you know when they are in.  

 

go.illinois.edu/pubsrequest
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Support Your Local Clubs 

Congratulations!! 

Amanda Niemann 

Show Book Cover Contest Winner 

 

 

 

2021 Showbook  

COMING SOON! 
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4-H VOLUNTEER TRAINING OPPORTUNITY! 

During this period when 4-H members find themselves experiencing restrictions associated with gathering with 

friends and club members face-to-face, having the opportunity to be part of an engaging and fun, yes we said FUN 

virtual meeting might be the highlight of their week! Register now for this upcoming Volunteer Training – Leading 

in a Virtual World!  

If you question whether you have the skills or tools you need to put together a virtual club experience, this webinar 
will help you become comfortable interacting in a virtual meeting format; and more importantly support you as you 
include every part of the club meeting virtually. You can conduct club business; engage members in group decision-
making; create positive learning experiences; and give members an opportunity to laugh and have fun together! Be 
sure to encourage your 4-H members in leadership roles to participate as well.  

Link to register for the February 25, 2021 volunteer training opportunity 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=23034  

 

4-H VOLUNTEER CAFÉ CONVERSATIONS! 

Register to participate in the 4-H Volunteer Café Conversations.  We are so excited to continue this new Illinois 4-H 

opportunity creating a platform for 4-H Volunteers from across Illinois to meet virtually and discuss topics of inter-

est, share both ideas and challenges. Volunteers will gain access to tools & techniques to support their volunteer 

efforts, strengthening    4-H club and member learning experiences. We have two upcoming Café Conversation op-

portunities coming up in the next few months. We will address two topics during each Café Conversation so bring 

your ideas, questions, and since this is a Café     Conversation, feel free to bring a snack!  

4-H Volunteer Café Conversation - Thursday, February 18, 2021; 7 PM 

TOPICS will include:  

1. It’s Cold Outside: Are Your 4-H Clubs Still Hot?  

2. Let’s Play! 

Link to register for the February 18, 2021 Volunteer Café Conversation: 

      https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=22728  

 

4-H Volunteer Café Conversation - Thursday, May 20, 2021; 7 PM 

TOPICS will include:  

1. One for the Project, Two for the Show, Three to Get Ready…Go Clover Go!  

2. Summer Fun! 

Link to register for the May 20, 2021 Volunteer Café Conversation: 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=22738 
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https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=23034&preview=yes
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=22728
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=22738
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2021 National 4-H Youth Agri-Science Virtual Summit 

Registration is now open for the 2021 Youth Agri-Science Virtual Summit. This is a great opportunity for high school 

students to develop the skills and knowledge needed for the challenges facing agriculture, food security, and sus-

tainability. Students will work with each other and experts in the agricultural community in this collaborative, hands

-on educational setting. 

Register here: https://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-summits/#agriscience 

Registration closes on Friday, February 19th.  

Contact Mark Becker with any questions at mbbecker@illinois.edu 

GET READY FOR …. Barred Owl Nest Box Monitoring Season 

Remind your local 4-H families and clubs involved in the Barred Owl Nest Box 
Challenge to prepare to monitor their nest boxes weekly or bi-weekly in March 
and April!  Send the NestWatch data sheet to Curt Sinclair at sinclair@illinois.edu 
by June 1, 2021 so we can tally the results! Momma owl is looking for nesting 
sites right now and she’ll decide in February what suits her best! Stay the course 
– good science takes effort. 
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https://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-summits/#agriscience
mailto:mbbecker@illinois.edu
https://nestwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/DataSheet_20171103.pdf
mailto:sinclair@illinois.edu
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4-H Memorial Camp 

4-H Memorial Camp is currently working on summer programming plans for 2021 to align with Phase 4 and Phase 5 of the Restore 
Illinois Plan. The camp website will be updated with information concerning both camping and summer employment. 
 

 

 4-H Shooting Sports Leader Certification Training  

 9am – 7pm; Saturday, June 5, 2021 

 Location:   4-H Memorial Camp, Monticello, IL 

 Registration Details Coming Soon. 
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States 4-H International Exchange 

Host an international student: Host a Japanese youth this summer through 4-H International! 

Expand your family’s cultural understanding, learn about new foods and customs, and possibly 

learn a new language all while sharing your own. Your children will build lifelong friendships 

and will gain new perspectives on their own country too!  

SCHEDULE: Hosting takes place mid-July through mid-August.  

REQUIREMENTS: 

· Families hosting a youth must have a child the same gender and approximate age (12-18) 

as the incoming youth.  

· Youth must have a separate bed; a separate room is not required.  

· Host family selection is dependent on completion of an application and screening process, as well as student availability 

and personality compatibility.  

RECRUITMENT PERIOD:  January- May or until all placements are made 

Apply Today https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/ 

 
 

Travel abroad with 4-H 

Start planning now for a trip in 2022. 

Are you curious about daily life, culture, and youth programs in other countries? Travel abroad with 4‐H and experience for-
eign countries for a month‐long cultural immersion experience. Delegates live with volunteer host families and engage in expe-
riential learning about a new way of life. 
 
TRAVEL PERIOD: 4 –8 weeks (dates vary by program June‐August) 
REQUIREMENTS: Youth ages 12‐18 (some programs 15‐18) 
Cost: $2700‐5000* Based on previous years (price varies by year, program and length of stay) 
RECRUITMENT PERIOD: September‐November  
https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/go-abroad/ 
Costa Rica · Japan · Korea · Norway · Finland · Romania · Taiwan · Argentina  *Country availability changes each year 

For more information, visit https://www.states4hexchange.org/ or contact us by email: 
Miriam Rosenbohm at rosenbohm07@comcast.net or Elisha Hughes at ehugh2@illinois.edu 
https://www.facebook.com/illinoisstates4hexchange/        Instagram @states4hinternatonal 

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/programs/camping/4-h-memorial-summer-youth-camp
https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/
https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/go-abroad/
mailto:rosenbohm07@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/illinoisstates4hexchange/
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Join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H Team  

Tell Your 4-H Story –  

We’re looking for 4-H members interested in spreading the great news about 4-H. 4-H members 14 years of age or 

older can join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H team. There will be a virtual training offered on Saturday, March 6.  

This virtual training, provided by the Illinois State 4-H Youth Leadership Team, gives you the chance to explore 

your own 4-H history and why you are involved, put that story into words, and learn the best ways to approach 

donors, civic groups, elected officials, and others to talk about 4-H. Learn why 4-H believes in Positive Youth De-

velopment and how we emphasize the essential elements of Belonging, Independence, Generosity and Mastery. 

All of this – and more – is a part of Speaking for Illinois 4-H! Once you’re trained, you’ll receive an invitation to be a 

part of our Legislative Connection events. 

Registration is open NOW @: https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/speaking-illinois-4-h-training. Registration 
will close March 4.  

 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR 4-H CLUBS 

It is time to roll up your sleeves and make a positive impact in your community! Farm Credit Illinois is inviting 4-H 

Clubs to apply for a $500 grant to assist club members in being positive change agents by making their local com-

munities better places to live. Eligible clubs are those located in one of the counties served by Farm Credit Services 

Illinois in Extension Units in southern & central Illinois.  

Eligible Extension Units: Christian, Jersey, Macoupin, and Montgomery Counties.       

Applications are due March 12, 2021. 

Access the application using the following link: www.farmcreditIL.com/community  

 

FARM CREDIT ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 4-H MEMBERS 

4-H members who are Illinois High School Seniors with agricultural career aspiration planning to enroll in an agri-

culture-based college curriculum next fall can apply for one of 30 $2,000 scholarships. Two under-represented 

minority student applicants will be recognized as Diversity in Agriculture Scholars 

Eligible Extension Units: Christian, Jersey, Macoupin, and Montgomery Counties.      Applications are due March 

12, 2021. 

Access the application using the following link: www.farmcreditIL.com/scholarship 
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https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/speaking-illinois-4-h-training
http://www.farmcreditIL.com/community
http://www.farmcreditIL.com/scholarship

