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• Maximum life span:
8-10 years 35?

• Body temperature:
107o F

• Respiratory rate:
12-36 breaths/min.

• Heart rate:
250-450 beats/min.



• Humans have about 9,000
taste buds - chickens
have 24.

• Chickens can make about
22 different sounds.

• Eyesight is the most
developed sense in the
chicken.



A hen’s work is 
never done! • The average hen lays

between 280 and 325
eggs per year.

• In 1979, a Leghorn hen
laid 371 eggs in 365
days - that’s more than
an egg a day on
average!





• The record for most
yolks ever found in one
egg is nine.

• Two hens tied this
record in the US in 1971,
another hen in the
former Soviet Union in
1977.



• Breed - White Leghorn
• Especially noted for the

production of eggs.
• The most common egg

laying breed with white
shelled eggs.





• There is no difference in taste or
nutritional composition between brown and
white eggs.

• Chickens with red earlobes lay brown eggs.
• Chickens with white earlobes lay white

eggs.



• Sexing chicks is difficult - using color is
much easier.

• The crossing of Plymouth Rock Columbian
hens with New Hampshire roosters
produces:

Brown Coloring

Female

Yellow Coloring

Male



















• Three breeds - New Hampshire,
Plymouth Rock Columbian, White
Leghorn

• Approximately 3000 egg laying hens.
• Approximately 900 breeding birds.









Video

• An Incredible Egg Making Machine

– Meat spot
– Blood spot
– Parts of fresh egg
– Fertilization
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