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Items Highlighted: 
 

 Club Reports 

 Beef Weigh-in 

 Required Livestock Training  

 State Events 

o Speaking for Illinois 4-H 

training (in Sterling!) 

o True Leaders in Service 

o 4-H Family Spirit award 

o State 4-H Camp 

 

 

 

 Upcoming workshops & spin 

clubs 

o Kids & K-9’s 

o Health & Wellness 

o The Food Lab 

o Project Pool – Presenters 

Needed 

o 4-H Camp 

o Science Siesta 

 

 
 
 

 
Are you on Social Media? Follow us on: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/4hleecounty 
Twitter: 4hleeco 
Snapchat: leeco4h 

 
 
Want to get text reminders for deadlines and newsletters? 
Text @lee4h to 81010 to subscribe  



 

  

Upcoming Dates

 

January 
29 Project Pool Workshop 
 proposals due 

 
February 

1 Beef Weigh-in for Premiere or 
 State Fair Classes, Fairgrounds, 
 10am 
19 Winter Superintendent’s 
 Meeting, 6pm,  office 
22-23 Junior Leadership Conference 
25 Second order for Project Books 
 placed 

 
March 

4 PQA Training, Amboy, 6:30 
13-14 Boys Science Siesta, Rockford 
14 Project Pool, Fairgrounds 

 
 

April 
3-4 Girls Science Siesta, Rockford 
4 Carroll/Lee/Whiteside Public 
 Speaking Contest, Lee County 
 Council on Aging (Dixon) 
17 Registration closes for Illini 
 Summer Academies 
 
 

May 
1 Last day to Add/Change 
 Projects 
1 FINAL order for Project Books 
  placed 
15 Fair Registration Opens (must 
 do in addition to 4-H 
 enrollment) 

 
June 

8-12 Northern IL 4-H Camp 
21-27 Illini Summer Academies 
27 Multi-County Dog Show, 
 Granny Rose K-9 Enrichment 
 Center 

 
July 

1 4-H Fair Entries due 
23-26 2020 Lee County 4-H Fair and Jr 
 Show 

 
August 

14 State Fair Exhibit Day 

 
September 

1 County Award Applications 
 Due 
1 New 4-H Year Starts! 
 

 

  



  

 

  

Club Reports 

At the beginning of each newsletter, any club reports the office has received, will be highlighted! We love seeing what all 
the clubs are doing, and encourage each club’s reporter or secretary to send a short highlight about what the club did 
that month.  

AFC Aggies 

At the meeting we talked about old business and new business. Ashton Christmas was this  past Saturday and was alot of 
fun. We gave a cup of hot cocoa to people in the fire station so they could warm up. We also talked about Winter Fest. It 
is on January 4th at the 4-H fairgrounds from 1-3pm. There will be games, food and drinks. We decided on bringing two 
games as a club. All members of AFC Aggies are looking forward to making and bringing our games to the Winter Fest. 
We also, briefly discussed other events taking place soon like the Holiday STEAM workshop, Food Lab, and Kids K-9s. We 
finally discussed a new required livestock training that is in March. You can attend in person March 4th, or do this 
online. By: Rhayanna 
 

Your club here! 

     

Beef Weigh-In 

The 2020 Beef Weigh-in will be Feb 1, 10am, at the Fairgrounds. You are required to bring your animals if you wish to 
enter in the Rate of Gain or Premiere classes at the fair. OR if you wish to show your animals in certain classes at the 
State Fair. 
  
You are able to nominate 3 head for the county classes. Each animal must have a minimum of 450 pounds or a 
maximum of 900 pounds to qualify. 
  
Please notify the office if you plan on coming and if any will be nominated for state. In case of a snow storm, those we 
know are coming, will be notified. Snow date is Feb 8. 

 

New Required Livestock Training 

The YQCA is a new livestock quality assurance program that is replacing PQA (which no longer exists). It also replaces the 
Quality Assurance & Ethics (QAEC) program for youth in the following species; dairy cattle, beef cattle, swine, sheep, and 
goats. All 4-H exhibitors of these animals will be required to certify in the YQCA program yearly starting for the 2020 
show season. Youth must either attend a face to face class or certify on-line via the website http://yqca.org  The YQCA 
program is for youth ages 8-21. The online version is broken into age divisions as follows: juniors 8-11, intermediate 12-
14, senior 15-18, and young adults 19-21. This certification is annual with test out options of 1-3 years. Youth exhibiting 
swine at the Illinois State Fair and 4-H fairs are no longer required to be PQA plus certified. The estimated cost for the 

face to face training will be $3 and $12 for the online version.   Lee County will offer the live training on March 4th at 
6pm. It will take place at the Amboy Community Building. Registration information will be available soon and 
emailed to those who are required to take it. 
 
The Quality Assurance and Ethics training is required for all youth that enroll in horses, rabbits, poultry, dogs, and cats. 
Members must take the training whether they own a live animal or not. It is advised that they complete this one time as 
soon as they are enrolled in the project area. Counties will monitor completion of this. Failure to complete QA&E will 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__yqca.org&d=DwMFAg&c=OCIEmEwdEq_aNlsP4fF3gFqSN-E3mlr2t9JcDdfOZag&r=2AUC8im1Ie6IiExzf-HZocIJPU-z_FVpOK84QxIIGCY&m=26kSJ_YeJJwVrWjx6z--CX_etO2hWIFP5MkgT39R_TQ&s=3tcxt4GfaPSp-8c8hL6PbtVwt1meNgYWgWMU5voj9pI&e=


  

 

  

result in the member’s animal science project enrollment being cancelled and they will be ineligible to exhibit at county 
fairs. The website is open year round @ http://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/  
NOTE: Youth must be logged on to a computer for this program, either a desktop or laptop; not an iPad or iPhone. The 
program cannot capture the information for county staff to see when it is completed using iPads or iPhones. Contact the 
office if you’d like to use one of our computers to complete this training. 
 

 

Speaking for Illinois 4-H Training 

We’re looking for 4-H members interested in spreading the great news about 4-H. 4-H members 14 years of age or older 
can join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H team. Training is Saturday, March 21 at the Whiteside County Extension Office in 
Sterling.  
 
The day-long training, provided by the Illinois State 4-H Youth Leadership Team, gives you the chance to explore your 
own 4-H history and why you are involved, put that story into words, and learn the best ways to approach donors, civic 
groups, elected officials, and others to talk about 4-H. Learn why 4-H believes in Positive Youth Development and how 
we emphasize the essential elements: Belonging, Independence, Generosity and Mastery. All of this – and more – is a 
part of Speaking for Illinois 4-H! Once you’re trained, you’ll receive an invitation to be a part of our Legislative 
Connection events at the State Capitol. There is a $12 fee to attend the training to cover the cost of lunch and supplies. 
Save the date and be ready to sign up when registration opens in mid-January @ go.illinois.edu/sfi4H.   

 

True Leaders in Service 

April 25 | Nationwide 
Join 4-H members and clubs across Illinois and the nation on Saturday, April 25 as part of True Leaders in Service! 4-H 
clubs serve their communities all year long however the month of April has been selected as a time for ALL 4-H clubs to 
join together to roll up their sleeves in service to local communities. This could mean helping a person or family in need 
doing yard work or minor home repairs, cleaning up streets or parks, planting trees or gardens, supporting your local 
food pantry or any other project that supports a local need.  
 
Make your plans now on how you’ll help others. Find resources @ go.illinois.edu/4Hdayofservice. Later in 2020, you can 
register your projects there! The goal of the 4-H True Leaders in Service day is to encourage 4-H members in every 
county to make a positive difference. Service projects can be done by individuals, by 4-H clubs, or as a countywide 
service project. No matter what the project is, this will be a day to make a difference.  

 

4-H Family Spirit Award 

The Illinois 4-H Foundation welcomes nominations for the 2020 4-H Family Spirit Award. The Illinois 4-H Family Spirit 
Award recognizes a family with at least three generations and at least 15 different family members (including in-laws) 
that have either been 4-H members, leaders, or volunteers with at least 100 cumulative years of 4-H membership or 
volunteerism represented within the family. Selection is based on the total number of family members with 4-H 
connections, the total number of years of 4-H involvement, the diversity of experiences and recognitions earned by the 
4-H members, and the collective impact that family members have made as advocates of their county and state 4-H 
programs. On-line applications are available at: http://4hfoundation.illinois.edu/content/family-spirit-award . 
Nominations are due May 1. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__web.extension.illinois.edu_qaec_&d=DwMFAg&c=OCIEmEwdEq_aNlsP4fF3gFqSN-E3mlr2t9JcDdfOZag&r=2AUC8im1Ie6IiExzf-HZocIJPU-z_FVpOK84QxIIGCY&m=26kSJ_YeJJwVrWjx6z--CX_etO2hWIFP5MkgT39R_TQ&s=9dHTYSiOe2XZLUk6wiF0mt6EzcZfGNZFoPcRNjLwzwQ&e=
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/programs/leadership/speaking-illinois-4-h
https://4-h.org/get-involved/true-leaders-in-service/
http://4hfoundation.illinois.edu/content/family-spirit-award


  

 

  

 

State 4-H Camp 

Think summer and make plans for 4-H camp 
Camping at 4-H Memorial Camp will open February 3. Spaces fill up immediately, so save the date on your calendar! 
There are 5 weeks of youth camp this year.  

 Week 1: June 2-6 

 Week 2: June 7-11 

 Week 3: June 14-18 

 Week 4: July 5-9 

 Week 5: July 26-30 
 
 
 

 Upcoming 4-H Workshops and SPIN (SPecial INterest) Clubs 

Over the next several pages you will find the flyers for our upcoming events! Registration is required for 
all events and spin clubs.  

These events are open to ALL YOUTH (unless an age requirement is listed) Please share events with your 
friends.  

Scholarships are available for overnight activities. Contact Kathy for information.  

Kids & K-9’s 
Health & Wellness  

The Food Lab 
Project Pool – Presenters needed 

Northern IL 4-H Camp 
Science Siesta 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

   



  

 

   



  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 



  

 

  

Lee County Project Pool  
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Lee County Fair Grounds 9am – 12pm 
Workshop Profile 

 
Workshops should be geared towards a project that can be shown at the fair or a lesson(s) in a 

project book.  High Schoolers in 4-H or adults can teach workshops.  
Cloverbuds will meet the whole morning and will need facilitators. 

Workshops are 55 minutes long 
9-9:55 

10-10:55 
10:55-11:05 (BREAK!) 

11:05-12:00 
 
Name(s) ______________________________________________________ 

Phone # __________________________ 

E-mail ___________________________ 

Title of workshop/project area ___________________________________________ 

Description - No descriptions will be printed. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

List any equipment that you would like Extension to supply or any tasks that you will need us to do to 

help you prepare:   (number of tables, copies made, supplies to be purchased, etc.) 

If not known at this time, please let us know by March 1.

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

 

Would you be willing to present this session a second time?   Yes/no 

 

Please return this form ASAP or by Wednesday, January 29 
280 W Wasson Rd 
Amboy, IL 61310 

kbook@illinois.edu  
fax: 815-857-3527 

mailto:kbook@illinois.edu


  

 

  



  

 

  

 

 


