




3Heirloom Eggplant Varieties in Florida

Table 1. Heirloom Eggplant Varieties for Florida
Variety Company Season (Relative 

Maturity)
Plant and Fruit 
Characteristics

Comments

Most Popular Heirloom Varieties

Black Beauty  
Credits: Burpee

Annie’s Heirloom Seeds, 
Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company, Burpee, 
High Mowing Organic 
Seeds, Tomato Growers 
Supply Company, My 
Patriot Supply, Local 
Harvest, Sustainable 
Seed Company, 
Azure Dandelion, and 
Southern Exposure 
Seed Exchange

74–90 days Plants yield large, glossy, 
black, plump, and slightly 
lobed fruit of excellent 
quality. Plants produce up to 
15 fruit per unit that grows 
about 6.5 inches by 5 inches 
and may weigh up to 3 lb.

Fruit is standard, old type, and 
beautiful with lavender blossoms. This 
variety can be grown at the flower 
garden. The rich-flavored fruits with 
tender skin are perfect for grilling. 
Organic seeds available.

Fengyuan Purple  
Credits: Baker Creek 
Heirloom Seed 
Company

Reimer Seeds, Tomato 
Growers Supply 
Company, and Baker 
Creek Heirloom Seed 
Company

65 days Plants produce an abundance 
of very long, slender, fruit that 
has very thin, purple skin and 
creamy, white flesh.

This is a unique Taiwanese variety 
and is one of the best long varieties. 
It is drought tolerant; fruit is sweet 
and mellow tasting, and excellent for 
pickling. The fruit is easy to grow and 
wonderful for grilling or adding to stir-
fries. Organic seeds available.

Listada de Gandia 
Credits: High Mowing 
Organic Seeds

Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company, High 
Mowing Organic 
Seeds, Tomato Growers 
Supply Company, Seed 
Savers Exchange, Azure 
Dandelion, and Local 
Harvest

75 days Plants grow 24–30 inches tall 
and 12–18 inches in diameter. 
Plants bear 5- to 6-inch-long 
fruit that is a purple color and 
has irregular white stripes.

Plants are drought tolerant. This is an 
Italian variety. Organic seeds available.

Long Purple 
Credits: Burpee

Burpee, My Patriot 
Supply, Azure 
Dandelion, and 
Sustainable Seed 
Company

70–80 days Plants are 24–30 inches tall 
and produce dark purple fruit 
that is 8–10 inches long.

This is an Italian variety that produces 
good yields of mild fruit. Organic seeds 
available.

Ping Tung Long 
Credits: High Mowing 
Organic Seeds

Reimer Seeds, Baker 
Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company, High 
Mowing Organic 
Seeds, Tomato Growers 
Supply Company, Azure 
Dandelion, Sustainable 
Seed Company, Seed 
Savers Exchange, and 
Southern Exposure 
Seed Exchange

65 days Plants are high yielding and 
produce more than 20 shiny, 
deep-lavender fruits that 
have white flesh and grow 
2 inches by 11 inches and 
longer.

Fruit has a mild flavor, and plants are 
stress tolerant. Organic seeds available.
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Variety Company Season (Relative 
Maturity)

Plant and Fruit 
Characteristics

Comments

Rosa Bianca  
Credits: High Mowing 
Organic Seeds

Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company, 
Tomato Growers 
Supply Company, 
Local Harvest, 
Sustainable Seed 
Company, Territorial 
Seed Company, High 
Mowing Organic Seeds, 
and Southern Exposure 
Seed Exchange

73–83 days Plants are similar to ‘Listada 
de Gandia’ with a creamy 
white color and pink-purple 
irregular stripes that radiate 
from the top.

Plants grow best in areas with warm 
nights. Plants have lower yields in 
extreme northern areas. Organic seeds 
available.

Rosita 
Credits: Reimer Seeds

Reimer Seed, Tomato 
Growers Supply 
Company, and Baker 
Creek Heirloom Seed 
Company

80 days Plants produce an excellent 
yield of 8-inch by 4-inch, 
lavender-pink fruit with white 
flesh.

Fruit is mild and very sweet. Organic 
seeds available.

Other heirloom varieties

Apple Green  
Credits: Reimer Seeds

Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company, Seed 
Savers Exchange, 
and Sustainable Seed 
Company

70 days Early-maturing and small 
plants that produce good 
yields of smooth, oval-round 
fruit that grow to 3 inches by 
2.5 inches.

Fruit is very tender and delicious with 
an extremely mild flavor. Fruit is highly 
recommended and is an excellent 
variety for northern US regions. 
Organic seeds available.

Aswad 
Credits: Baker Creek 
Heirloom Seed 
Company

Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company and 
Smart Gardener

75–85 days Plants are 24–36 inches tall 
and produce dark purple-
black fruit that is 12–15 
inches in size and can weigh 3 
lb. or more.

Plants are heat tolerant. Fruit flesh 
is sweet and tender. Organic seeds 
available.

Casper Eggplant 
Credits: Reimer Seeds

Sustainable Seed 
Company, Territorial 
Seed Company New 
Hope Seed Company, 
Local Harvest, 
Organic Sanctuary, 
and Territorial Seed 
Company

70 days Plants are compact and 
produce an abundance of 
ivory white, oval-shaped, 
early ripening fruit. Fruit grow 
5–7 inches long.

Fruit is very flavorful, delicious skinned, 
and mild fleshed. Originated in France. 
It is perfect for gourmet dishes and 
is best eaten when small at the 5- to 
7-inch stage. Organic seeds available.

Diamond  
Credits: Reimer Seeds

Annie’s Heirloom Seeds, 
Reimer Seeds, High 
Mowing Organic Seeds, 
Azure Dandelion, Seed 
Savers Exchange, and 
Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company

65–95 days Larger plants are fairly prolific 
and produce clusters of 4–6 
fruit. Fruit are 6–9 inches long 
and 2–3 inches in diameter. 
Fruit is dark purple and 
glossy.

Plants do well in drought conditions 
and are an excellent choice for cooler 
areas. Fruit is wonderful for roasting 
and has a mild-tasting flesh with 
excellent firm texture. Organic seeds 
available.


