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I PLEDGE...MY HEAD TO CLEARER THINKING

Dear 4-H Families and Friends, 
I would like to congratulate each of you on a successful fair. As 4-H’ers, you truly know what 
it means to “Make the Best Better”. The skills you demonstrate in your projects grow from 
year to year and I am continually impressed by your talents. If you were selected to 
participate in State Fair, we will be mailing more detailed information to you this week. So, 
be sure to watch the mail! As we prepare for the next 4-H year, I would encourage each of 
you to think of a friend who might enjoy being in 4-H as much as you do. You can invite 
them to join you at a club meeting or you can share their contact information with Nicole so 
she can contact them. As we grow together, so will the fun and experience 4-H brings.
Yours in 4-H, 

Shelby R. Carlson 

Foundation Hall of Fame ceremony set
Illinois 4-H Hall of Fame winners will each be 
recognized on their general 4-H project judging county 
days in the Orr Building. Ours is Friday, August 12.

Our Honorees—Mike & Kendra Betz!
Kendra and Michael Betz are 13-year leaders in Knox 
County for the Binary Bullets Robotics Team. They 
began volunteering with First Lego League and 
progressed to FIRST Tech Challenge. During their time 
leading the team, they have had many successes 
including winning the Inspire Award, Champion Award, 
Ambassador Award, Chairmen Award, several awards 
in mechanical design, making it to the state 
competition consistently, and making it to the All 
Worlds competition. Kendra’s passion for 4-H began 
when she was a member herself. That passion combined with Michael’s knowledge and 
skills as an Engineering Manager have inspired their members to think analytically and solve 
problems creatively while having fun. Kendra and Michael have truly empowered future 
innovators in the STEM community.

New 4-H Enrollment & RegistraƟon System Coming this Fall!
Illinois 4-H is switching our enrollment and registraƟon 
system from 4-H Online to ZSuite this fall. We believe 
this new system will offer a more user-friendly 
experience and features that will help you stay 
connected to the 4-H program and find new exciƟng 
experiences and opportuniƟes for your kids! 
RegistraƟon will open in this new system in early 
October. Look for emails from your local 4-H staff at 
that Ɵme with direcƟons on how to get your family set 
up in the new system.

To Make the Best
BETTER

Lisa Torrance
County Director

Shelby R. Carlson
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srcarls2@illinois.edu

Nicole Nelson
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nenelso2@illinois.edu

Julian Inniss
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jinniss@illinois.edu

Avis Skinner
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Knox County Extension Office
180 S Soangetaha Rd, Ste 108

Galesburg, IL 61401-5595
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extension.illinois.edu/hkmw
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, 

CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCES

University of Illinois, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Local Extension Councils 

CooperaƟng
University of Illinois Extension provides equal 
opportuniƟes in programs and employment.
If you need a reasonable accommodaƟon to 

parƟcipate, please contact your local extension 
office.

Early requests are strongly encouraged to 
allow sufficient Ɵme for meeƟng your access 

needs.
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NEW STATE 4-H WEBSITE
The new State 4-H website is officially live! You’ll sƟll find all the info you need on projects, State Fair, 
events, and more ~ just with an updated look and cleaner navigaƟon.  Head to 
hƩps://4h.extension.illinois.edu/ to check it out!

THE THROWDOWN
4-H Grand Champions from 12 CounƟes (Knox, Warren, Henderson, McDonough, Mercer, 
Rock Island, Henry, Stark, Tazewell, Fulton, Mason, Peoria) are invited to compete for the 
biggest banner in Western Illinois on Saturday, August 6, 2022 in Knoxville, IL at the Knox 
County Fairgrounds. The eight Grand Champions from each county that will be invited are the Grand Champion Breed-
ing Heifer and Market Steer from the Beef Show, Grand Champion Breeding Gilt and Market Barrow from the Swine 
Show, Grand Champion Breeding Ewe and Market Wether from the Sheep Show, and from the Boer Goat Show Champi-
on Breeding Doe and Champion Market Wether. Cash payouts, prizes and awards provided by generous Western Illinois 
breeders and businesses. We can’t wait to see you at The Throwdown!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—OUR DAY AT THE STATE FAIR 
Mark your calendars! Knox County’s day to exhibit General Show projects at the Illinois State Fair 
is Friday, August 12. To help plan ahead we are sharing that parking passes for the State Fair will NOT be available to 
purchase ahead of Ɵme in our offices. This is to help mainstream the parking process on the fairgrounds. 

HEADED TO STATE FAIR?
Get the app! The 4-H Now app has maps of the State Fair and Orr Building, schedule, alerts, a fun scaven-
ger hunt and more! Check out step-by-step instrucƟons to download and sign up for alerts. We can’t wait 
to see you in the Orr!

EXHIBITING AT STATE FAIR FOR THE FIRST TIME?
Grab our First-Time Fairgoer guide for all the info you need on what to wear, what to bring, what awards 
you can win and more! Print your copy here or ask your unit for a copy. This has been mailed to delegates

YEAR-END REPORTS DUE SEPTEMBER 15 
Year-end reports include the Secretary’s Book, Treasurer’s Book, 4-H Club/Group Awards and Member Awards.

4-H Club Annual Financial Statement: All 4-H clubs with a checking or savings account must complete both pages 
of the 4-H Club Annual Financial Statement form at the end of each 4- H year (Sept.  1 – Aug. 31).  Submit this 
statement along with other required forms and officer books to the Extension office by August 31. The financial 
statement includes a report of income and expenses for the 4-H club checking account (page 1) and/or savings ac-
count (page 2).  The club treasurer and club leader must sign on page 2 of this form to verify that the informaƟon is 
correct. Also on page 2, the Fiscal Review CommiƩee (a group of 2 or 3 youth and adults who do not have signato-
ry rights on the club’s bank account(s) must review the financial records of the 4-H club for the past year and sign 
to indicate that they have found everything in good order. This is a required step from IRS. Your club can not be re-
enrolled for the new 4-H year unƟl this is received in the Extensionoffice.
Secretary’s Book: Are club meeƟng minutes up-to-date, and have they been signed/approved by the club Presi-
dent (or whoever was presiding over the meeƟng when the club approved them)? The Secretary’s Record Book is 
the permanent record of your club’s acƟviƟes and decisions this year, so it is more important than you may think. 
Your minutes are the official record of your club’s financial decisions too—documentaƟon of approval of spending 
money is required to back up your club’s account acƟviƟes. This needs to be completed BEFORE they are due and 
BEFORE club officers leave for college or get busy with school acƟviƟes.
4-H Club/Group Awards: The report requires youth and adult input from volunteers and members on what 
the club has completed over the past year in a specific 4-H curriculum area (like Engineering & Technology, 
Agriculture, or Food, NutriƟon & Health). Clubs can submit an applicaƟon in any or each of the seven 4-H   
project focus areas.
4-H Member Awards: If you were an acƟve member of your 4-H club, you qualify for one  or more 4-H awards. A 
list of awards you may be eligible for is available on our website. Visit our website at hƩps://
web.extension.illinois.edu/hkmw/mcdonough4h/ more informaƟon.
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2022 4-H STATE SHOOTS – SAVE THESE DATES (BUT KEEP PRACTICING NOW!)
New for 2022….4-H State Shoots will be lowering the eligibility age of parƟcipants to age 12 by Sept. 1, 
2022.    This expands the opportuniƟes to 4-H youth a year earlier than in years prior (the old rule was 
age 13 by Sept. 1st). RegistraƟon will begin for all shoots on July 6, 2022. RegistraƟon links are below and 
will stay acƟve unƟl 2 weeks prior to each shoot or unƟl capaciƟes are reached.   Fee includes T-shirt.
Details on rules of each shoot can be found at: hƩps://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/state-events/state-shoots

4-H State Archery Shoot- Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022 at Pekin Archers, Pekin, Illinois go.illinois.edu/20224HArcheryShoot
4-H State Shotgun Shoot- Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022 at BriƩany ShooƟng Park, Bunker Hill, Illinois 
go.illinois.edu/20224HShotgunShoot 
4-H State Rifle Shoot-Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022 at Central Illinois Precision Shooters (CIPS), Bloomington, Illinois 
go.illinois.edu/20224HRifleShoot 
4-H State Pistol Shoot-Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022 at CIPS, Bloomington, Illinois go.illinois.edu/20224HPistolShoot 

CHECK OUT THE MASTERS AT THIS YEAR’S STATE FAIR
Each county may send one entry into the Illinois State Fair Master Showmanship Contest. The contest begins at 7 p.m. Friday, 
August 12.  Exhibitors must be at least 14 and no older than 18 (as of 9/1/21). You need to supply your own animals for the 
contest, but may make arrangements to borrow animals from exhibitors at the fair. The contest is sponsored by Illinois Farm 
Bureau and RFD Radio. Let’s cheer on Addysen Link as she competes at the state fair!

HEALTHY LIVING TEEN AMBASSADOR
As a teen, you are an influencer 
in your community. Use that 
influence to teach others how 
to be healthier! We are seeking 
five more teens to be Healthy 
Living Teen Ambassadors. If you 
are 13-18 years old, currently 
enrolled in 4-H, and trained as a Teen Teacher or Am-
bassador, apply by August 31 at go.illinois.edu/HLTA.

CongratulaƟons to all 
of our 2022 Scholar-
ship Recipients! 

We can’t wait to see 
what the future holds 
for you!



Dates to Remember 
August 10 SYPA General Livestock
August 11 State 4-H Poultry Judging Contest
August 12 Knox County’s Day at the State Fair
August 12-14 State Fair Junior Livestock Shows
August 20 State Superior Young Producer Contest Dairy
August 20 State 4-H Dairy Judging Contest 
August 27 Illinois State 4-H Dog Show
September 9-11 Fall 4-H Family Camp 
September 15 DEADLINE: Officer Reports Due
September 28 DEADLINE: Member Awards Due (I Dare You & Experience)
September 28 DEADLINE: Club Awards Due (Top Club & State Awards)
October 2-8 NaƟonal 4-H Week
October 14-16 Junior Leadership Conference 
November 1 DEADLINE: Illinois 4-H Scholarship ApplicaƟon
January 9 DEADLINE Sustaining the Future Award Due
January 13-15 Youth Livestock Conference 
January 25-29 NaƟonal 4-H Congress 

Please submit all Farmer’s Forecast arƟcles and JPG photos to nenelso2@illinois.edu. ArƟcles are due no later than the 26th of the 
month at 11:59 PM.  Need Ideas about what to write? Just ask!

September: Rusty Spurs   October:  Union    November: Victoria Cloverleaf      December: Walnut Grove Progressors
2023 January: Wataga Trailblazers   February:  Williamsfield Town & Country    March: Willing Workers     April: Backcountry Braves

May:  Cameron Kids      June:  Delong Livestock    July: Happy Hustlers     August: Henderson Aggies
September: K’Ville Clovers    October:  Knox County Power Clovers    November: Rio Livestock   December: Rusty Spurs

Club Report Submissions are due by the 26th of each month by 11:59 PM to the Program Coordinator.
Please keep your submissions to a maximum of 200 words to ensure space for all club reports.

Williamsfield Town & Country Report by Jaden Doubet The Williamsfield Town & Country 4-H Club held our last meeƟng on 
Sunday, June 12th at the Maple Lane Country Club. Prior to the meeƟng, members had a meal which consisted of chicken 
fingers and green beans. We discussed important upcoming 4-H show dates and working the food stand. Following the 
meeƟng, members had a pool party.

NaƟonal 4-H Week is October 2-8!
Mark your calendars for the 2022 NaƟonal 4-H Week!  
What has your club done in the past to celebrate that you think other clubs should know about? 
Share your ideas for a chance to be featured on a statewide idea sheet (with credit to your club!). 
Share your idea here: hƩps://form.joƞorm.com/221983990346063


