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March 15, 2021         “To Make the Best Better” 

We will be celebrating National Volunteer Week all through April. I wanted to take the oppor-
tunity to give each of our 4-H leaders, the adults in our communities, and our parent volun-
teers a HUGE shout out for all you do. THANK YOU! You each play a very important roll in our  
program. 
 
This year has been full of ups and downs, frustrations, and uncertainty. I want to thank each 
of you for your patience and understanding. I am grateful to our parents, volunteers, and 
members that you continue to strive each day “To Make the Best Better.” 
 

Parents– I appreciate the time you set aside for 4-H and the support you give your 4-Hers. 
Being a chauffeur for all your family activities takes a lot of time and effort. Please know that 
you are noticed and appreciated! 
 

Leaders– thank you for your commitment. Taking on the role of leader is a big job and I know 
that we do not make it easy on you! You have all been rock stars this year. I appreciate you 
and all you do to keep our clubs running smoothly and actively making a difference. We 
couldn’t do it without you! 
 

Thank you all! 
 

                                                                                                      -  

 

     



FEDERATION MEETING: There will be no May meeting.  

CLUB ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Please remember that all 4-H members must attend at 

least 1/3 of the club meetings/activities in order to participate in the 4-H Fair.  At the end of 
June, 4-H Club Organizational Leaders will be given a “Non-Eligible for Show” Form to com-
plete and turn in to the Extension Office.  Please do your best to attend! 

4-H UNIVERSITY APP- The State 4-H Office has launched a free app for all androids and 

IPhones called “4-H University.” Currently, this app will feature “Cooking 101” material, pro-
ject manual for the “Technology: Drone” project and material for the new “Maker” project. 
You may find this app on the Apple Store and Google Play Store. 

SUMMER SHOWS: 4-H staff across Illinois are excited about the possibility of stepping 

back into face-to-face judging this summer. JDC 4-H is planning for in-person Summer 
Shows. Although I do not have all the answers at this time, I can say with certainty that 
things will look different.  The decisions that will be made in the upcoming months will be 
based on local conditions and will reflect the requirements of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health and University of Illinois event guidelines. These mitigation protocols may  
also be modified to reflect any requirements of the local public health department (based 
on local conditions at the time of the event).  
 
This is an evolving situation. Please keep in mind that Illinois 4-H reserves the right to adjust 
or cancel events in the case of identified risk, such as changes in local COVID conditions or 
known instances of non-compliance with safety guidelines. I will be sending more infor-
mation in the upcoming months. You will be responsible for reading, understanding, and 
complying with all guidelines. Here are some dates for you to begin thinking about (keep in 
mind these may change). 

TENTATIVE: 
Dog Show, Cat Show, Small Pet Show– Saturday, July 10 

Horse Show, Poultry Show, Rabbit Show– Monday, July 12 
General Projects Judging and Cloverbud Show– Tuesday, July 13 

Livestock and Dairy Shows– Wednesday, July 14 
 

LEADERS MEETING: We will have a leaders meeting Monday, May 3  
beginning at 6:30 pm. This meeting will take place at the Elizabeth 
Community Building. If you CANNOT attend, please let Angela know by 
emailing her at amillr11@illinois.edu or by calling 815-858-2273. 



Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA)- The YQCA is a new livestock 

quality assurance program that is mandatory for youth in the following species: dairy cattle, 
beef cattle, swine, sheep, and goats. In order to exhibit in IL livestock shows. All 4-H exhibi-
tors of these animals will be required to certify in the YQCA program yearly. Youth must ei-
ther attend a face to face class or certify on-line via the website  https://yqca.learngrow.io/.  
 
The YQCA program is for youth ages 8-18 years old. The online version is broken into age  
divisions as follows: juniors 8-11, intermediate 12-14, and senior 15-18. This certification is 
annual with test out options of 1-3 years. Youth exhibiting swine at the Illinois State Fair and 
4-H fairs are no longer required to be PQA plus certified. The cost for the face to face training 
will be $3 and $12 for the online version.    
 
4-Hers must complete the correct training in order to exhibit at the JDC 4-H Fair. THIS IS 
MANDATORY.  Failure to complete the training will result in the member NOT being able to 
exhibit their livestock project.  The deadline to complete each training is June 1, 2021. 
 
Members may register and attend one of the following trainings in Jo Daviess County.          
Because of COVID,  we are asking members to participate in a face to face training offered in 
our county ONLY. 
  
 Jo Daviess County: May 2, 2021, Elizabeth Community Building, Elizabeth, IL. This  
           will begin at 3 pm. 
 
If you are currently enrolled in one of the species listed above, you should have received a 
letter that included a step-by-step instruction sheet to help you.  Please remember, if you 
plan to take the instructor-led course you must PRE-REGISTER. Payment is due at the time of 
registration. Registration is OPEN now.  I have the limit set at 25 for each in person training, 
so spots are limited! You  may register at https://yqca.learngrow.io/. Don’t forget to sign in 
using your 4-H Online username and password. DO NOT USE THE INDEPENDENT/ FFA SIGN 
IN. 
 

Members that choose to take the in-person instructor led training will 
not have to take a test.  

 

You will be required to print your certificate of completion and turn a copy into the Extension 
Office. Please look over the directions BEFORE jumping in. If you register and sign up wrong– 
you will not get credit for your completion.  
 

YOU MUST FOLLOW DIRECTIONS! 

https://yqca.learngrow.io/
https://yqca.learngrow.io/


Quality Assurance and Ethics Training– The Quality Assurance and Ethics training 

is required for all youth that enroll in horse, rabbit, poultry, dog, cavy (guinea pigs), and cat. 
Members must take the training whether they own a live animal or not. It is advised that they 
complete this one time as soon as they are enrolled in the project area.  
Counties will monitor completion of this. Failure to complete QA&E will result in the mem-
ber’s animal science project enrollment being cancelled and they will be ineligible to exhibit 
at county fairs. The website is open year round @ http://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/.  
 

The deadline to complete this training is June 1, 2021. 

HORSE LEASE/OWNERSHIP PAPERWORK– All horse paperwork is due on May 1 in the 

Extension Office.  The means you must have own a horse or have one leased by this date. All 
horse show exhibitors must have completed the QAEC at least once in their career. I will email 
these forms to you. 

 
You must turn in the ownership/lease form, must have al lifetime liability waiver on file,  

medical release, and your guidelines and policies forms. You must take NEW pictures.  
Pictures from previous years have been discarded.   

 
Please keep in mind that you are NOT required to turn in your Coggins at this time. You will 
be required to have it “in hand” for the 4-H fair or any show/clinic that you participate in, 

however. 

Animal Ownership Deadlines– All 4-Hers who intend to exhibit at the 2021 Jo  

Daviess County 4-H Fair must abide by the following ownership deadlines. 
 

January 1 
Performance Cows (Beef) 
Dairy Cows 
Milking Does (Goat) 
 

February 1 
Steers 
Ewes 
 

May 15 
Market Wethers & Ewes (sheep) 
Jr. & Open Premiere Sheep 
All Meat Goats (wethers and all  
breeding animals) 
Beef Bucket Calves 

June 1 
Gilts (Swine) 
Dairy Calves & Heifers 
Barrows (Swine) 
All Rabbits 
All Poultry 
Beef Heifers 
Horse/Pony 
Dogs 
Dairy Goat -Kids/Yearlings (not in milk) 
All Pygmy Goats 

June 25 
Sheep Ewes & Rams 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec


BASS FISHING SPIN CLUB: Would any adult in JDC be willing to 

help me start and lead a new 4-H Bass Fishing SPIN Club? This 
would be a short term commitment. 
 
What is a SPIN Club? A spin club is a short term club that meets 
six times a year. This is a special interest club where youth come  
together with a common interest. This is open to 4-Hers and non-
4-Hers. 
 
This club will work through six lessons (which are already put to-
gether) and supplies will be provided to do the activities.  

Contact me for more information or to take a look at the curriculum at 815-858-2273 or by 
emailing me at amillr11@illinois.edu.  I AM STILL LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO HELP ME. 
YOU WOULD NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL OF IT. I AMLOOKING FOR HELP. 

4-H VOLUNTEER TRAINING OPPORTUNITY – THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021; 7 PM  
 
 

 

https://
web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=23352 

Join this training on the Illinois 4-H Cloverbud 
program to learn how to support 4-H learning 
experiences for youth in the 5-7 year age 
group. Cloverbuds is an exciting entry point to 
4-H for youth you don’t want to miss! Use this 
link to find out more about this training and to 
register: 
 
Registration opens 3/17: 

LIFETIME LIABILITY WAIVER– Each 4-Her must have a lifetime liability waiver on file 
in the Extension Office to be considered active. If you have done this at least once in 
your 4-H career... you are good!  If you still need to complete this form... email me 
and I can send you the form. I must have the NEW form on file. We have used lifetime 
liability waiver for 2 years (this is the third). As you know 2020 was a little crazy with 
COVID and some didn’t get collected last year. You may get an email from me. 
 
I am still missing these from a few members. Please get those completed and turned in. You 
cannot participate without having this form on file at the Extension Office. 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=23352
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=23352






 



 



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Here are some dates you need to know: Highlighted items 
have recently been added. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University of Illinois Extension Jo Daviess County 
204 Vine St. I  PO Box 600 

Elizabeth, IL  61028 
P: 815-858-2273 I  F: 815-858-2274 
Visit us online!  go.illinois.edu/jsw 


