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February 24, 2021

“To Make the Best Better”

Hi everyone–
We are finally back to meeting in person! Hopefully, many of you have received your manuals or have manuals on the way. So now what? Attend 4-H meetings, participate in club activities, get started on your projects, and look for upcoming workshops. Now that we can meet in
person, I will be working on setting up some workshops.
Lastly– please be patient. Our leaders have a lot to navigate to make sure they are following
University, Extension, & 4-H COVID policies, health department guidelines, and trying to find
meeting spaces. This takes time and effort. I look forward to seeing each of you in person in
the next few months!
Information regarding our 4-H Fair will be available in the next few months. We are still
gathering info and making plans. More details will be coming soon!
- Angela Miller

Federation Meeting: The next 4-H Federation Meeting will be held in-person
on Monday, March 1. This will begin at 7 pm. We will be in the Elizabeth Community Building.

CLUB ATTENDANCE POLICY- Please remember that all 4-H members must
attend at least 1/3 of the club meetings/activities in order to participate in the
4-H Fair. At the end of June, 4-H Club Organizational Leaders will be given a “NonEligible for Show” Form to complete and turn in to the Extension Office. Please
do your best to attend!
4-H UNIVERSITY APP- The State 4-H Office has launched a free app for all androids
and IPhones called “4-H University.” Currently, this app will feature “Cooking 101”
material, project manual for the “Technology: Drone” project and material for the
new “Maker” project. You may find this app on the Apple Store and Google Play

PROGRAM BOOK COVER CONTEST– With the new 4-H year underway, it is once
again time to think about the 2021 4-H Fair Program Book Cover Contest.
All 4-H members are invited to submit a drawing. If chosen, this drawing will be the cover
for the 4-H Fair Program Book.
The theme for this year is: “4-H: OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL”


A fine point black marker or dark pencil works best for copying your picture, so please
do NOT use colored pencils. The program book is printed in black and white.



Please make sure you have the theme title AND the current year somewhere in your
drawing.



Please make sure your text is legible and spelled correctly.



You may bring your hard copy to 204 Vine St. in Elizabeth or you can scan and email it to
me. Please do NOT fax or send it as a picture.



If you are submitting a hard copy, please include name, age, and club on the back lightly
in pencil. If you are emailing it to me, please include the information in the email.

Deadline March 1, 2021
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Welcome NeW 4-H
members
-Vander Knoll
-augie & Junie Toay

-daKoTa cHumbler
-denali Fenn

4-H VOLUNTEER CAFÉ CONVERSATIONS!
Register to participate in the 4-H Volunteer Café Conversations. We are so excited to continue this new Illinois 4-H opportunity creating a platform for 4-H Volunteers from across Illinois
to meet virtually and discuss topics of interest, share both ideas and challenges. Volunteers
will gain access to tools & techniques to support their volunteer efforts, strengthening 4-H
club and member learning experiences. We have two upcoming Café Conversation opportunities coming up in the next few months. We will address two topics during each Café Conversation so bring your ideas, questions, and since this is a Café Conversation, feel free to bring a
snack!
4-H Volunteer Café Conversation - Thursday, May 20, 2021; 7 PM
TOPICS will include:
One for the Project, Two for the Show, Three to Get Ready…Go Clover Go!
Summer Fun!
Link to register for the May 20, 2021 Volunteer Café Conversation:
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/default.cfm?RegistrationID=22738

ILLINOIS SUMMER ACADEMIES
The Illini Summer Academies will be virtual this summer! With the recent risks of COVID 19,
Illinois 4-H is bringing the University of Illinois campus to our youth across the state! Registrations is open now! Visit our website for more information: For more information, visit our
go.illinois.edu/illini4H or contact us at illini-4h@illinois.edu

Participants will choose one academy of interest to study Monday through Wednesday during
the event. On Thursday, July 1 participants will attend a college and career day conference.
Registration cost includes an event registration fee plus an academy session fee. Each academy has specific materials and activities for this event, therefore cost will vary from academy
to academy. Registration fees cover the cost for your academy, the supplies and materials
needed for the week, a conference t-shirt, and the shipping of these items. Participants will
receive an Illini Summer Academies box before the event.
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Veterinary Medicine
Honeybees and Beekeeping
Media and Communications Academy– Telling Stories about Ag and the Environment
Animal Science Academy
Feeding a Growing Population: Food Production, Technology, Plant Behavior, Crops
Future Teacher Academy
Save the World with ACE
Business Academy
Going Nuts for Environmental Sciences
Explore Family and Relationship Science

Tell Your 4-H Story –
Join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H Team
We’re looking for 4-H members interested in spreading the great
news about 4-H. 4-H members 14 years of age or older can join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H
team. There will be a virtual training offered on Saturday, March 6.
This virtual training, provided by the Illinois State 4-H Youth Leadership Team, gives you the
chance to explore your own 4-H history and why you are involved, put that story into words,
and learn the best ways to approach donors, civic groups, elected officials, and others to talk
about 4-H. Learn why 4-H believes in Positive Youth Development and how we emphasize the
essential elements of Belonging, Independence, Generosity and Mastery. All of this – and
more – is a part of Speaking for Illinois 4-H! Once you’re trained, you’ll receive an invitation to
be a part of our Legislative Connection events.
Registration is open NOW @: https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/speaking-illinois-4-htraining. Registration will close March 4.

We’re Looking for New Members!
You see them at state 4-H events in their bright green shirts. Now YOU can become an Illinois
State 4-H Youth Leadership Team member.
Eligibility: Age 16 to 19
Length of service: Two years
Apply online: go.illinois.edu/4HYLT. Look for the “application” at the bottom of the page.
Deadline: March 15, 2021
The State Youth Leadership Team plans and implements the state Jr. Leadership Conference, plans
and teaches the Speaking for Illinois 4-H program, and assists (behind the scenes and in front of the
audience) for many other statewide events. Team members have the opportunity to serve on
statewide planning committees and advisory groups, including the Illinois 4-H Foundation Board of
Directors, Illinois Farm Bureau Youth Education Committee, Illini Summer Academies planning committee, and Teen Leadership Conference planning committee. Members also have the first opportunity to attend National 4-H Conference in Washington, D.C. each spring.

If you do gardening with kids or have them do service projects such as bring
food to food pantries, you might see something on our NDSU Extension webinar
list you want to attend.
https://ndsu.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b303ec77430a20180bc6a4b92&id=502444b486
Sign up below to register for the Field to Fork Weekly Webinars from NDSU. Depending on your
state, you might see some familiar names!
The free webinars will be held each Wednesday from 2 to 3 p.m. Central time February 10 through
April 21. They will be archived for later viewing; however, participating in the “live” webinar allows
you to interact with the presenter.
When you sign up, you'll receive two reminder emails, a link to an evaluation survey, and a message
about how to access the recording for each of the 11 webinars below:
 Feb. 10: Shopping in a Garden Center: Tips for Customers and Managers - Don Kinzler, NDSU
Extension agent - horticulture, Cass County
 Feb. 17: Growing Safe Produce for Distribution to Food Pantries - Barbara Ingham, professor
and Extension food science specialist, University of Wisconsin-Madison
 Feb. 24: Hot Topics in Food Preservation - Karen Blakeslee, Extension associate, Kansas State
University
 March 3: High Tunnel Cut Flower Production - Esther McGinnis, associate professor and
Extension horticulturist, NDSU
 March 10: The Best Vegetable Varieties for 2021 - Tom Kalb, Extension horticulturist, NDSU
 March 17: Weed Control in the Home Garden - Randy Nelson, Extension home horticulture and
agriculture production systems educator, University of Minnesota
 March 24: The “Good” Creepy Crawlers in Your Garden - Janet Knodel, professor and Extension
entomologist, NDSU
 March 31: Maple Syrup Production - Joe Zeleznik, Extension forester, NDSU
 April 7: Hot Topics in Nutrition: Why Eat Fruits and Vegetables, Anyway? - Julie GardenRobinson, professor and food and nutrition specialist, NDSU
 April 14: Tips for Selling Food Safely at Farmers Markets - Londa Nwadike, food safety specialist,
Kansas State University and the University of Missouri
 April 21: How to Start a New Food Business - Amy Illg, program administrator, North Dakota
Department of Health, Division of Food and Lodging

DATES TO REMEMBER
Here are some dates you need to know: Highlighted items
have recently been added.
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