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$250-%$300 Grants Available

Have a project you’ve been wanting to do or
need some new resources for your
classroom? Don't miss your chance to apply
for the annual lllinois Agriculture in the
Classroom Book and Project Grants.

K-12 educators in lllinois can apply for $250
in ag-accurate books or $300 to fund a new
ag literacy-focused project. This is one of the
easiest grant applications you'll ever find.
Grant applications are due October 20. Learn
more on their website agintheclassroom.org.

Southwestern's Project Grants

Holly Campbell shared, “This year IAITC
granted our requests to the mini-grant
program offered for the 2022-2023 school
year. At Brighton North Primary, K-2 students
participated in building benches and a raised
garden bed for our Monarch Migratory space.
This is a project that is in its beginning stages
of development but will continue to grow from
year to year. This space is being incorporated
throughout all three elementary buildings in
the Southwestern school district. Students at
Shipman Elementary and Medora
Intermediate will foster the growth of a larger
raised garden space outside of the
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Connie Niemann
Agricultural Literacy Coordinator
cniemann@illinois.edu



Educator Agventure Institute

Ten educators from Calhoun, Cass,
Christian, Greene, and Randolph counties
explored more about agriculture during the
Summer Agricultural Institute conducted by
the Macoupin County Agricultural Literacy
Program June 20-21. During the institute,
educators toured several sites and tried
hands-on activities as they learned more
about the agriculture industry. Educators
earned 14 professional development hours.
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Kevin Daugherty (at center) from lllinois Agriculture
in the Classroom shows Summer Agricultural
Institute participants his worm bin as they learn
about hands-on soil activities for their classrooms.

they plan to use what they’ve learned, one
teacher said: “help my class understand how
agriculture is a part of everyone’s life.”
Another teacher shared: “inform kids of area
products and careers around them.”

This program and all the resources are made

While touring the lllinois Department of Agriculture, possible by local sponsors. We apprec_late
Mike Simpson pictured at right explains the the SUpport_Of our sponsors, our traveling
germination tests he performs to certify seed with workshop sites and presenters that helped
Summer Agriculture Institute teachers. make this institute a success.

Traveling workshops included DICKEY-john,
lllinois Department of Agriculture, Macoupin
Veterinary Services, Sloan Implement
Company, and Springdfield Plastics.

Teachers completed many hands-on
activities, learned more about agriculture and
career opportunities, and received resources
to use in their classrooms from different
presenters. Presenters included Kevin
Daugherty from lllinois Agriculture in the
Classroom; Lydia Oker from lllinois Pork

During the Summer Agricultural Institute, teachers

Producgrs; and Conn[e Nieman_n from learned more about agriculture through traveling
Macoupin County Agricultural Literacy workshops which included Sloan Implement
Program Company. Pictured left to right: Maureen Tepen - St.

Mary School - Brussels; Chad Brodbeck - Brussels

. . . School District; Rachel Wilschetz-Hartman, Becky
On their evaluation one teacher commented: Lorts, & Karen Kinder - St. Mary School - Brussels;

“I would encourage all educators to attend a | jennie Satterlee, Cathy Schaeffer - St. Mary -

summer ag institute.” Another said, “It is Taylorville; Janice Meyer - Greenfield School District;
awesome. | love the field trips-you learn so Paige Horstmeyer - Staunton HS Ag Education;
much more when you actually see and Amanda Niemann - Litchfield HS Ag Education;

. o . wp Breanna Winkelman - Trinity Lutheran School; Nicole
experience it.” One teacher shared: “It's Emery - Greenfield School District; and Sloan

hands-on and engaging.” When asked how Implement Store Manager Greg McCallum.




Southwestern's Project Grants continued

continued from page 1

W% playground area
and near the side
- entrance of the
- building. It is our
" goal to create a
space that
students and our
'outside friends
(insects)' can
L : thrive from.
Students Iearn about the life cycle of the
butterfly and other insects in and out of the

classroom.
Students learn
about plants that
thrive in our region
and for our
butterflies.
Students in grades
K-6 have an
opportunity to tag
the Monarchs to be a part of the Monarch
Migratory watch program this upcoming fall.
We are very thankful for the generosity of this
program!”

New Learning Resources Available

Dozens of Facts for Little Readers have been
added to lllinois Agriculture in the Classroom
website. These K-1 grade level activity
sheets are a great way to connect agriculture
to your classroom. These resources are easy
to print at school and sure to grab students'
attention.
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* One ear of corn has
about 800 kernels.

New Junior Ag Mags added for your 2nd - 4th
grade classrooms. Soil, Apple, and Pumpkin
are all currently available online and ready to
print easily at school. These resources and
more available at agintheclassroom.org

Why Does
Soil Matter?

Apple & Pumpkin Poster Available

lllinois Apples and Pumpkins double
sided posters (367x24”) full of facts :
available by contacting Connie at &

cniemann@illinois.edu or 217-854-9604. @ 0

Did you know? 2%

Since every apple seed is made of its
own unique genetic material, you can
plant 10 seeds from a single apple and
get 10 entirely different kinds of apples.

Pumpkins, squash, and gourds are all
part of the Cucurbitaceae family, which & *
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PUMPKIN STATS

contains over 100 genera and 700 2

species. 5




Hands-on mAGic Lessons Online

Check out the updated hands-on lessons at
https://www.ilaged.org/AITC

These mAGic lessons are designed to

bring agriculture to life in your classroom. They
address the lllinois Learning Standards in math,
science, English language arts and social studies.

There are 100 lessons
covering a variety of
lllinois agriculture topics,
plants, insects, soils,
dairy, poultry and
machines are available.
Most of the lessons
cover multiple
disciplines designed for
4th-8th grades.

While all these lessons are available online, we do still
have these hands-on learning kits available on a free
loan basis. The kits contain additional resources and
supplies to complete the activities with your students.

Agriculture is Everyday

The new classroom calendar you received features

agricultural photos, facts, and recommended

readings. Ways educators have used the calendar:

« Read fact as a part of daily routine.

o Use for writing or journaling ideas.

« Display in areas that students line up or visit daily
so they can read it.

e Share along with daily school announcements.

e Use on school menus for fun facts.

e Use for bulletin boards

e Learn some new terminology each month.

« Utilize monthly topics to spur further exploration
and activities.

Websites to Check Out

lllinois Agriculture in the Classroom
agintheclassroom.org

lllinois Farm Families  watchusgrow.org

National Agriculture in the Classroom
agclassroom.org

Thank you Program Sponsors!

Platinum Level ($1,500 and up)

University of IL Extension - Macoupin County
Macoupin County Farm Bureau

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom

M & M Service Company

Macoupin County Fair

Corteva Agriscience

Gold Level (8500 - $1,499)

Macoupin Co. Soil & Water Conservation Dist.
Brandt Consolidated, Inc.

Sievers Equipment Company

Tina Olroyd-COUNTRY Financial® Representative

Silver Level ($250 - $499)

CNB Bank & Trust

Prairie Farms Dairy, Inc.

United Community Bank

Area Diesel Service, Inc.

Bank & Trust Company

Bank of Springfield

Dan Metz-COUNTRY Financial® Representative
Farm Credit lllinois - Jerseyville

First National Bank of Litchfield

First National Bank of Raymond

JR Earley -COUNTRY Financial® Agency Mgr.
Litchfield National Bank

Plaza Truck Service & Equipment

Smoky Jennings Chevrolet, Inc.

Soil-Right Consulting Services, Inc.

Warren Boynton State Bank

Worksaver, Inc.

Bronze Level ($100 - $249)
Macoupin County Pork Producers
Duda Ace Hardware

Mennel Milling Company of lllinois
Steven O’Dell-COUNTRY Financial® Representative
UnCommon Farms LLC

Animal Doctors LLP

Backwoods Berry Farm

Bank of Hillsboro

Bill's IGA

Carlinville Rotary Club

CHS - Shipman

Holzwarth Flying Service

Linda Worlow, State Farm Insurance Agent
Macoupin Veterinary Services
McKay NAPA Auto Parts

Prairie State Bank & Trust

The Scoular Company

Sloan Implement Company
Sonneborn Brothers

Sorrells Farm Supply, Inc.

Vixen Hill Winery

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

My American Farm  myamericanfarm.org

University of lllinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating
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