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Hello 4-H Families,

Spring is just around the corner! Check

out all the upcoming events and

information below. Feel free to contact

me with any 4-H questions or concerns.

We are excited to announce that William

Catalano is our new County Director for

Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair Counties.

Please find out more information about

him on the next page.

We are also excited to announce that

Marideth Tate is our new Office Support

in the Collinsville Office. Please find out

more information about her on the next

page too.

Thank you,

Meghan Cope | 4-H Program

Coordinator Serving Madison and St.

Clair Counties | mawolff@illinois.edu
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University of Illinois Extension is pleased to announce the
appointment of William Catalano as the County Director for

Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair counties. Mr. Catalano brings a
wealth of experience and a strong commitment to serving the
communities in this region. His previous positions include roles

such as Economic Development Director for Godfrey and Pontoon
Beach, IL, City Administrator for LeRoy, IL, and a position in risk

management with Ameren. His community engagement includes
service on a local school board and a community planning

commission. In 2016, he was also selected for Focus St. Louis’s
Leadership St. Louis program. In a rapidly evolving technological
landscape, Mr. Catalano recognizes the significance of personal
connections. He envisions leading the continued success of the
Monroe, Madison, and St. Clair County Extensions by enhancing

support for educators and staff in the field. His goal is to keep the
Extensions dynamic and adaptable, ensuring they meet the
evolving needs of the people and communities they serve.

University of Illinois Extension welcomes Mr. William Catalano and
looks forward to his positive impact on educational outreach in

Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair counties.

NEW COUNTY DIRECTOR: WILLIAM CATALANO 
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New Staff

NEW COLLINSVILLE OFFICE SUPPORT: MARIDETH TATE
University of Illinois Extension is pleased to introduce Marideth

Tate, who joins us as the Office Support Assistant at the
Collinsville Office. Holding a bachelor’s degree in Sports
Management from Greenville University in Greenville, IL,

Marideth brings her enthusiasm and expertise to our team.
Hailing from Mascoutah, IL, she is eager to leverage her small-

town background to enhance our outreach efforts,
particularly in assisting 4-H communities. In addition to her

role here, Marideth serves as a volunteer Track and Field
Coach at Freeburg Community High School in Freeburg, IL.
With her positive attitude and skill set, Ms. Tate is poised to
make a meaningful impact in Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair

Counties.



Scholarships

Deadline: April 15, 2024
Requirements: 

• A high school senior who has been actively involved in 4-H for a minimum of four
years 

• A permanent resident of Madison, St. Clair or Monroe County
• The applicant will be chosen based on several criteria, including a minimum 3.0

GPA based on a 4.0 scale, history of 4-H involvement, and other school and
community activities. 

The application is available at:
https://go.illinois.edu/Korsmeyer

LESTER & LUCILLE KORSMEYER 4-H SCHOLARSHIP
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GROWMARK FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 
Deadline: April 15, 2024

The GROWMARK Foundation will provide a total of (55) $2,000 scholarships to
students pursuing agriculture and business-related degrees or certificates at
colleges, universities, and technical schools in the United States and Ontario,

Canada.
At the time of their application, students must be:

High School Senior OR Continuing Student
Enrolled in a university, community college, or technical school for fall 2024 in

the United States or Ontario, Canada
Pursuing an agriculture or business-related degree/certificate. 

https://jobs.growmark.com/content/Scholarships/?locale=en_US

HORSE & SMALL ANIMAL SHOW
REQUIREMENTS 

Quality Assurance & Ethics Certification (QAEC)
QAEC training is mandatory for all horse, rabbit, poultry, and companion

animal projects. 
All county and state exhibitors must complete QAEC via this site once during
their showing career. Those that have completed it in the past do not have to

complete it again.
*Watch for new online training coming soon. 

https://go.illinois.edu/Korsmeyer
https://jobs.growmark.com/content/Scholarships/?locale=en_US


Thank you to Kusterman Farm for hosting the 2024
Steer Weigh-In. Also, thank you to all the volunteers
who helped out. We had 22 steers that weighed in. 
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STEER WEIGH-IN
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Valentine’s Snack Workshop

Youth had a fun night learning four new snacks to make at home.
We had chocolate-covered pretzel rods and bananas, peanut butter

balls, strawberry heart men, and a Valentine’s trail mix. 



WE ARE CALLING ALL 4-H LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS! SIGN UP TODAY FOR OUR 4-H VOLUNTEER
WORKSHOP.
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Madison County 4-H Shows

Public Speaking – March 18 at 6 pm Collinsville Extension Office

4-H Horse Show – May 18 at 9 am Triangle H Farms

Mini Fair (dogs, cats, and small pets)– June 22 at TBA on time

Madison County Fair Grounds

Food Show – June 25 at 6 pm Madison County Farm Bureau

Set Up- July 17 at 6 pm  Madison County Fair Grounds

General Show - July 22 at 5:30 pm  Madison County Fair Grounds

Bottle Bucket/Calf - July 23 at 9 am  Madison County Fair Grounds

Dairy Show - July 23 at 10 am Madison County Fair Grounds

Rabbit Show - July 24 at 6 pm Madison County Fair Grounds

Fashion Review - July 24 at 6 pm  Madison County Fair Grounds

Poultry Show - July 25 at 9 am  Madison County Fair Grounds

Super Showmanship - July 25 at 4 pm

Goat Show - July 25 at 7 pm Madison County Fair Grounds

Swine Show - July 26 at 8 am Madison County Fair Grounds

Beef Show - July 26 at 10 am Madison County Fair Grounds

Sheep Show - July 27 at 9 am  Madison County Fair Grounds

Project Pick Up - July 28 at 9 am  Madison County Fair Grounds



March 2024

March 16 - 4-H Leader Training

March 18 - 4-H Public Speaking Contest

April 2024

April 4 - Spring Leaders Meeting

May  2024

May 1 4-H Spring Photography Contest Due 

May 18 - 4-H Day with the Cardinals 

 COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a
reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS


