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4-H Family News

County Director
Amy Cope
4-H Youth Development Educator
Rachel Hazen
4-H Youth Dev. Metro-Educator
Katrina Galati
4-H Program Coordinators
Angie Abernathy
Kelly Brandt

Let’s give a big warm welcome to Amy Cope, our new
University of Illinois Extension County Director.

Office Support
Paige Brown
Patty Stanton
Mary Kay Rahn
Visit our website:
web.extension.illinois.edu/mms
Like us on Facebook:
University of Illinois Extension:
Madison County 4-H
University of Illinois Extension–
Madison, Monroe and St. Clair Unit

4-H Weather Policy:

Amy started with us on January 21, 2020.

When Madison County schools
are closed due to inclement
weather, county 4-H activities
will be cancelled unless
otherwise notified.

Amy holds a Master’s Degree in Organizational
Communications and a Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture/
Agriculture Business. Her work history includes
experience with Farm Business/Farm Management, Bunge
North America and most recently, Bayer.
Amy is familiar with Extension having served as a 4-H
Leader and a Unit Advisory Council member.

Monroe County Office
Office Hours:
901 Illinois Ave., PO Box 117
Monday- Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Waterloo, IL 62298
Closed Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch
618-939-3434, 618-939-7708 Fax

Madison-St. Clair County Branch Office
1 Regency Plaza, Suite 200
Collinsville, IL 62234
618-344-4230, 618-344-5602 Fax
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ATTENTION LIVESTOCK MEMBERS!
IF YOU ARE ENROLLED IN DAIRY CATTLE, BEEF CATTLE, SWINE,
SHEEP, AND/OR GOATS:

ATTENTION LIVESTOCK MEMBERS!

All 4-H exhibitors of these animals will be required to certify in the Youth for the Quality Care of Animals
(YQCA) program, by attending a class taught by a local veter inar ian.

IF YOU ARE ENROLLED IN DAIRY CATTLE, BEEF CATTLE, SWINE, SHEEP, AND/OR GOATS:
There will be 3 options for face to face training, please register as soon as possible:
All 4-H exhibitors of these animals will be required to certify in the Youth for the Quality Care of Animals
 March 19,(YQCA)
7pm, Madison
Fairgrounds
Expo Bldg.
2025veterinarian.
Parkhill Dr, Highland
program,County
by attending
a class taught
by a local
 March 31, 7pm, Monroe County Annex, 901 Illinois Ave., Waterloo
 April 25,There
1pm, will
Scheve
Agfor
Building,
905 Park
Dr., Mascoutah
be 3Park
options
face to face
training:
Please arrive
30County
minutes
early901
to check
 March 31, 7p.m.,
Monroe
Annex,
Illinoisin.Ave., Waterloo
 March
There is a $3 fee for YQCA to certify each year if you exhibit one of the above livestock species.
 March
TO REGISTER: Go to https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login
Sign in with 4H online and then select Illinois 4-H Youth Development.
There is a $3 fee for YQCA to certify each year if you exhibit one of the above livestock species.
Select member that is enrolled in one of the above listed livestock projects.
TO REGISTER: Go to https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login
Choose their appropriate age and choose “Instructor-Led Training.” $3.00.
Log
into
your
Online
Choose Illinois and then the training
you
wish
to4-H
attend,
thenaccount.
click on the red “Purchase Course” button.
Select
that iscard.
enrolled
one ofisthe
listed
projects.
Training must be
paidmember
for via credit
If thisinoption
notabove
available
forlivestock
your family,
please contact your
local
Extension
office.
Choose their appropriate age
and
choose “Instructor-Led
Training.” $3.00.
Repeat this registration process with each family member required to take the training.
Choose Illinois and then the training you wish to attend, then click on the red “Purchase Course” button.
Training must be paid for via credit card. If this option is not available for your family, please contact your
If you are unable to attend one of the face to face trainings, you will take the YQCA training online
local Extension office.
following the same directions as above but selecting online training for $12.
Repeat registration
process
withthe
each
family member
to take
theyou
training.
Please
contact
Extension
office ifrequired
this is the
option
are using.
Please complete by May 1.

IF YOU ARE ENROLLED IN HORSES, RABBITS, POULTRY, DOGS, AND/OR CATS:

IF YOU ARE ENROLLED IN HORSES, RABBITS, POULTRY, DOGS, AND/OR
The Quality Assurance and Ethics training is required for youth
in horses, rabbits, poultry, dogs and cats.
CATS:
You only need to take it once in your lifetime. Those who don’t complete the training will be removed from
the animal science project and will not be eligible to exhibit at county fairs.
The Quality Assurance and Ethics training is required for youth in horses, rabbits, poultry, dogs and cats.
The website is You
openonly
yearneed
round
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/
to @
take
it once in your lifetime.
Those who don’t complete the training will be removed from the animal science project and will not be
eligible to exhibit at county fairs.
The website is open year round @ http://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/
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Holiday Community Service Projects

Several members of the Pin Oak Progressors
4-H Club helped lay wreaths at the Glen
Carbon Cemetery for Wreaths Across
America on December 14 (right).
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org

Many members of the Grant Prairie 4-H
club volunteered at the Masonic Lodge
Santa Breakfast in Highland (top left).
They also adopted a family for the
holidays and spent the day wrapping
presents for them (top right).
Marine Stars Jr Ag. helped mentor 10 boys with a ten
dollar movie card and a t-shirt. They also gave $25 gift
cards to 5 local youth of Marine.

The Lucky Horse Shoes club made Blessing
Bags to help those in need in their community.
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Holiday Community Service Projects
The Alhambra Morning Glories made 50 wreaths
for Hitz Memorial Home in Alhambra (left).

They also made 5 Holiday food baskets for the
Highland Area Christian Service Ministry program
(Highland food pantry).
The New Douglas Cloverbuds had a presentation
for Partners for Pets and then put together
donations for this organization (right).

Town & Country 4-H club made
lots of dried orange ornaments to
give away during the annual
Bethalto Spirit Victorian
Christmas walk this year
(pictured left) and they even got
into costume (pictured right)!
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Creative Critters 4-H club had a paper quilling
workshop at their December meeting. Andee
(pictured left) did a wonderful job of teaching
this very fun crafting skill. The club members
plan on taking this project to the
Show-A-Rama this summer.

Town & Country 4-H club hosted
their awards ceremony and potluck at
their December meeting (above).
They also picked up items that they
had previously painted at Pottery
Hollow (below).
Great job on your artwork 4-H’ers!

At their January meeting, the Marine Stars Jr. Ag. and
Cloverbuds learned the importance of sending Thank You
letters to the Farm Bureau (above).
They also discussed several fun ideas for using their 4-H
funds this year, including purchasing one of the recycled
benches that 4-H collected bottle caps for.
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It’s “udderly” amazing...
The State 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl Contest is Saturday,
February 29 at Embassy Suites, East Peoria Riverfront
Hotel & Conference Center. Questions will cover all
aspects of dairy production and marketing. Teams of
4 may compete or individuals can be added to other
groups to form a team. County Extension staff must
register participants before February 14 so call 618-344-4230 today!

Stop“horsing” around and show what you know!
4-H Horse Bowl

4-H Horse Hippology

4-H Horse Speaking

4-H Horse Judging

Demonstrate your
knowledge of equine
subject matter in a
friendly, competitive
setting. The contest
operates very similar to
scholastic bowls at school.
Have fun with friends
while you study and
compete as a team.

In this fun, competitive
contest, put your equine
knowledge to the test.
Categories include
anatomy, disease, breeds,
breed history, color, and
patterns.

4-H horse speaking
contests help you gain
self-confidence, courage,
and persuasiveness, share
ideas with others, and
develop the ability to
speak in public to inform
others about the horse
industry and the 4-H horse
project.

4-H horse judging
contests challenge youth
to evaluate and rank
horses from highest to
lowest quality based on
the horses’ breed
characteristics,
conformation, and
performance.

go.illinois.edu/4Hhorsespeaking

go.illinois.edu/4Hhorsejudging

go.illinois.edu/4Hhorsebowl

go.illinois.edu/4Hhippology

Don’t be chicken; hop on over!

Explore a Future in Agriculture

Learn to show poultry and rabbits from one of the leading
Illinois 4-H judges, Mike Claypool. The workshop is open to
any 4-H members, and there is no cost. You can even bring
your chicken or rabbit with you to get health and showing advice. The workshop is sponsored by the Illinois State 4-H
Livestock Ambassador Team.

Teens can learn about careers in agriculture at the
Women Changing the Face of Agriculture
Conference March 6 at Richland Community
College in Decatur. Apply online at https://
womenchangingthefaceofagriculture.com/.

February 8, 9-11am @ Effingham County Fairgrounds,
Altamont

Presenters include some of the most successful
women in agriculture. Their stories demonstrate the
potential careers available to any
young woman considering an
agricultural career.

Register by February 7 @
go.illinois.edu/LATclinic
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Madison County

Organization

Information

Amount

Website

Garden Club of
Illinois

One-year scholarships are available to
juniors, seniors and graduate students
pursuing a Master's Degree related to
gardening, landscape design,
environmental issues, floral design or
horticulture.

$4,500

Mar. 15, 2020 www.gardenclubsofillinois.org

Farm Credit
Illinois

One-year scholarships are available to
high school seniors with agricultural
career aspirations, planning to enroll in
an agriculture-based college curriculum
next fall.

$2,000

Feb. 28, 2020

www.farmcreditIL.com

*The U of I College of ACES offers a full
$2,000 scholarship match to 2019 Farm
Credit Illinois Ag. Scholars who enroll
full-time in the College of ACES .

College students can
put their 4-H
experience to work
while they develop
their professional skills
in youth development,
group facilitation,
critical thinking, and
program management as a Project Youth Extension
Service intern. Project YES! interns provide
educational activities for youth of military families.
This is a 12-month internship for college juniors,
seniors, and graduate students and runs June 2020-May
2020. Interns must attend the mandatory orientation,
currently scheduled for May 22-30, 2020 as well as
additional training throughout the year.
Applications will be accepted through February 29.
Apply at www.projectyouthextension.com.

Join 4-H members and clubs across Illinois and the
nation Saturday, April 25 as part of True Leaders in
Service! The month of April has been selected as a
time for ALL 4-H clubs to join together to roll up their
sleeves in service to local communities.
Find resources at go.illinois.edu/4Hdayofservice.
Send the pictures from your community service
projects to angielyn@illinois.edu so we can FILL the
newsletter with them!
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Shooting Sports Volunteers Needed:
Many young people don’t have someone to show them how to safely
handle a firearm or bow. Think back to the person who taught you to
shoot. The Illinois 4-H program needs adults willing to serve as
mentors and share their passion of shooting sports. Here’s what you
need to do:


Contact your local Extension office at 618-344-4230 and complete the required
forms and background checks. The local office will complete your registration.




Complete a 3-hour online training module at home.

Attend a 9-hour hands-on field day which runs from 9am-7pm on Saturday, March
28 at Tombstone Gun Range in Marion.

Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards
Think of that person that never stops helping. They
are the one that always raises their hand to volunteer
first! Serve Illinois is now accepting applications for
the Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards. There are
separate divisions for youth, adult, senior, AmeriCorps, and Senior Corps volunteers.
Winners will receive their awards in April in Springfield.
Nominations are due February 21.
Don’t miss your chance to thank a person who makes a difference every day! Complete the
online application at https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/serve/volunteerism/volunteers/Pages/
Volunteer-Awards.aspx

Celebrate 4-H
Volunteers
April 19-25
Illinois 4-H will celebrate the more than 11,000 4-H
adult volunteers supporting and guiding 4-H
members during National Volunteer Week. 4-H
volunteers are caring adults who are empowering and
preparing youth for success as 4-H members.
Today’s 4-H youth are engaged in diverse learning
experiences where they practice skills. All of these
things happen because of engaged volunteers!

2020 4-H Family Spirit
Award
The Illinois 4-H Family
Spirit Award recognizes a
family with at least three
generations and at least 15
different family members
that have either been 4-H
members, leaders, or
volunteers with at least 100 cumulative years of 4-H
membership or volunteerism represented within the
family. Nominations are due May 1.
https://4hfoundation.illinois.edu/content/family-spiritaward
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Help Sew New Curtains For Camp!
4-H Memorial Camp needs new cabin curtain, LOTS
OF THEM! If you know how to sew and have taken
at least one year of 4-H sewing, we have a great
community service project that is fun and will make a
big difference! We need 50 youth volunteers to help
cut, pin, sew, and hang 126 curtains in the log cabins
used by 1,500 campers each summer. The camp will
provide all the materials, patterns, and lunch. We
have a few sewing machines available, but more are
needed. Members may bring one parent or guardian
to help. Come help and enjoy the perfect camp lunch
of hot dogs, baked beans, veggies, chips and cookies.

March 21, 9am-4pm at 4-H Memorial Camp in
Monticello
Register online @ go.illinois.edu/4Hsewing

Camping at 4-H Memorial Camp will be open
February 3. Spaces fill up immediately, so save the
date on your calendar! There are 5 weeks of youth
camp this year.
Week 1: June 2-6
Week 2: June 7-11
Week 3: June 14-18

Change Lives, Be a 4-H Camp Counselor!
It may be cooling off now, but summer will return,
and we need you to help mentor the campers at 4-H
Memorial Camp near Monticello. We’re looking for
certified lifeguards and young adults interested in
fishing, shelter building, tree and wildlife
identification, and other outdoor adventures.
We also need counselors interested in STEM
programming.
For information, contact Andy Davis at
ardavis1@illinois.edu or call 217-762-2741.

Week 4: July 5-9
Week 5: July 26-30

Study Food Science and Win Cash!
Between March 1 and April
30, you can donate to 4-H at
your local JOANN store.
Purchase either a $1 or $4
Clover for Kids at the register.
$4 clovers have a coupon for
$4 off your next visit.

From April 29 to May 10, you
can donate to 4-H at your local
Tractor Supply stores as part of
the Paper Clover campaign.
Money donated at your local
store stays right in the county
where it’s given! Last fall, the
campaign raised almost $1
million!

Science is cool, and now it pays! A $50 cash prize
will be awarded to the top food science project in
each county by the Chicagoland Food Science
Foundation. Be sure to enroll in one of the four food
science projects and learn more about the foundation.
Look for more information this summer.
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We’re looking for 4-H members, 14 years of age or
older, who are interested in spreading the great news
about 4-H. The day-long training provided by the
Illinois State 4-H Youth Leadership Team, gives you
the chance to explore your own 4-H history and why
you are involved, put that story into words, and learn
the best ways to approach donors, civic groups, elected
officials, and others to talk about 4-H. The first
training took place on February first, but another training is scheduled for Saturday, March 21 at the
Whiteside County Extension Office in Sterling. Once you are trained, you’ll receive an invitation to be a part
of our Legislative Connection events at the State Capitol. You can register at go.illinois.edu/sfi4H. The $12
fee covers the cost of lunch and supplies.

Create a Winning Video…
The World of 7 Billion video contest challenges you to think
critically about some of the planets most pressing issues and to
come up with solutions. Share what you’ve learned in a
60-second video. The contest is currently open for the
2019-2020 school year. The contest is open to all middle and
high school students worldwide.
The deadline for submissions is February 27, 2020.
Up to $1,000 in cash prizes will be awarded to 80 student winners.
Nondiscrimination Statement
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Official Notice
The commitment of the University of Illinois to the most fundamental principles of academic freedom, equality of
opportunity, and human dignity requires that decisions involving students and employees be based on individual merit and
be free from invidious discrimination in all its forms.
The University of Illinois will not engage in discrimination or harassment against any person because of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, ancestry, age, order of protection status, genetic information, marital status, disability, sexual
orientation including gender identity, unfavorable discharge from the military or status as a protected veteran and will
comply with all federal and state nondiscrimination, equal opportunity and Civil Rights laws, orders and regulations. This
nondiscrimination policy applies to admissions, employment, access to and treatment in the University programs and
activities. University complaint and grievance procedures provide employees and students with the means for the resolution
of complaints that allege a violation of this Statement. Members of the public should direct their inquiries or complaints to
the appropriate equal opportunity office.
For additional information or assistance on the equal opportunity, affirmative action and harassment policies of University
of Illinois Extension, please contact the Affirmative Action Officer, 111 Mumford Hall, 1301 West Gregory, Urbana IL 61801.
University of Illinois - U.S. Department of Agriculture -Local Extension Councils Cooperating
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.
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4-H Livestock Clinic, Altamont

February 8, 2020

DEADLINE: Governor’s Volunteer Service Award Applications

February 21, 2020

Junior Leadership Conference, Effingham
DEADLINE: World of 7 Billion Video Contest

February 22-23, 2020

DEADLINE: Farm Credit Scholarship

February 28, 2020

DEADLINE: Project Y.E.S.

February 29, 2020

State 4-H Dairy Quiz Contest, East Peoria
JOANN Clovers for Kids Campaign
Women Changing the Face of Agriculture Conference, Decatur
DEADLINE: Garden Club of Illinois Scholarship
Speaking for Illinois 4-H Training, Sterling
Drop Project Deadline; 4-H Online
Central Regional Horse Bowl and Hippology Contest
State 4-H Horse Speaking & Hippology Contests, Champaign
State 4-H Horse Bowl Contest, Champaign

February 29, 2020
March 1, 2020-April 30, 2020
March 6, 2020
March 15, 2020
March 21, 2020
April 1, 2019
April 4, 2020
April 18, 2020
April 19, 2020

National 4-H Day of Service
DEADLINE: Family Spirit Award Nominations
DEADLINE: YQCA & QAEC
State 4-H Robotics Competition, Bloomington
Week 1: 4-H Memorial Camp

April 25, 2020
May 1, 2020
May 1, 2020
May 9, 2020
June 2-6, 2020

Week 2: 4-H Memorial Camp
State Livestock Judging Contest
Week 3: 4-H Memorial Camp

June 7-11, 2020
June 15, 2020
June 15-18, 2020

Madison County Garden Tour
Illini Summer Academies
4-H Food & Clothing Show
Citizenship Washington Focus
Week 4: 4-H Memorial Camp
Madison County General Project Judging
Madison County 4-H Livestock Shows
Madison County Fashion Revue
Week 5: 4-H Memorial Camp
Illinois State Junior Horse Show, Springfield
Madison County Day at State Fair, Springfield

June 19-20, 2020
June 21-26, 2020
June 27, 2020
July 4-11, 2020
July 5-9, 2020
July 20, 2020
July 21-25, 2020
July 23, 2020
July 26-30, 2020
July 26-August 2, 2020
August 16, 2020
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