
A L L  MAMMALS  ARE  AN IMA L S  BUT  NOT  A L L  AN IMA L S  ARE  MAMMALS .
MAMMALS  HAVE  5  CHARACTER I S T ICS  THAT  MAKE  THEM  D I F F ERENT

FROM  OTHER  T YPE S  OF  AN IMA L S .
MAMMALS  HAVE  HA I R  OR  FUR .
MAMMAL  MOTHERS  PRODUCE  MI LK  TO  F EED  THE I R  YOUNG .  THE

M I L K  I S  MADE  I N  SPEC I A L  MAMMARY  GLANDS .
THEY  ARE  WARM -B LOODED ,  WHICH  MEANS  THEY  CAN  MA INTA IN

THE I R  BODY  T EMPERATURE  REGARDLE S S  OF  THE  WEATHER .
THEY  HAVE  B IG  COMPLEX  BRA INS .
BABY  MAMMALS  SPEND  T IME  DEVE LOP ING  I N  THE I R  MOTHER ' S
UTERUS  BEFORE  BE ING  BORN .  TH I S  PROCESS  I S  CAL L ED

GES TA T ION .
MAMMALS  CAN  BE  FOUND  I N  A L L  T YPE S  OF  HAB I T A T .  FORES T S ,
PRA I R I E S ,  MOUNTA INS ,  DESER T S ,  AND  FRE SH  AND  SA L T  WATER .  
SOME  MAMMALS  ONLY  EA T  P LANTS  AND  ARE  CAL L ED  HERB I VORES .
SOME  EA T  ONLY  MEAT  AND  ARE  CAL L ED  CARN IVORES .
SOME  ( L I K E  US )  EA T  BOTH .  THESE  ARE  CAL L ED  OMN IVORES .

O B J E C T I V E S

MARVELOUS MAMMALS

C O L L E G E  O F  A G R I C U L T U R A L ,  C O N S U M E R  &  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S C I E N C E S
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I L L I N O I S ,  U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E ,  A N D  L O C A L  E X T E N S I O N  C O U N C I L S  C O O P E R A T I N G

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I L L I N O I S  E X T E N S I O N  P R O V I D E S  E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  I N  P R O G R A M S  A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T .

F A C T S

M A T E R I A L S

G U I D I N G  Q U E S T I O N S
L EARN  WHAT  MAKES  MAMMALS

D I F F ERENT  FROM  OTHER

AN IMA L S .  WHERE  DO  THEY  L I V E?
WHAT  DO  THEY  EA T?

COPY  PAPER

CARDSTOCK

CARDBOARD  TUBE

P I P E  CLEANERS

CONSTRUCT ION  PAPER  SCRAPS

GOOGLY  EYES
GLUE  S T ICK

COLORED  PENC I L S  OR  MARKERS *
(OPT IONAL )

1 .  WHAT  I S  A  MAMMAL?
2 .  WHAT  DO  MAMMALS  NEED  TO
SURV I V E?

C O N C E P T S
THERE  ARE  D I F F ERENT  T YPE S  OF

AN IMAL S .
MAMMALS  ARE  ONE  K IND  OF  AN IMA L .
D I F F ERENT  T YPE S  OF  AN IMA L S  HAVE

D I F F ERENT  CHARACTER I S T ICS  AND

NEEDS .

 



U S I N G  Y O U R  I M A G I N A T I O N  A N D  T H E  M A T E R I A L S  P R O V I D E D ,  M A K E  Y O U R  O W N  M A M M A L .
W H A T  W O U L D  W O R K  F O R  A  B O D Y ?  M A Y B E  A  T A I L ?
W H A T  C O L O R  I S  I T ?  D O E S  I T  H A V E  T E E T H ?  H O W  M A N Y  F E E T / P A W S  O R  H A N D S  D O E S  I T  H A V E ?
T H I N K  O F  A  N A M E  F O R  Y O U R  M A M M A L .

T A K E  T H E  C A R D S T O C K  A N D  4  S H E E T S  O F  C O P Y  P A P E R  A N D  F O L D  I T  H A M B U R G E R  S T Y L E  ( W I D T H - W I S E ) .  
P U T  T H E  C A R D S T O C K  O N  T H E  O U T S I D E  O F  T H E  C O P Y  P A P E R  T O  M A K E  A  B O O K .
D R A W  A  P I C T U R E  O F  Y O U R  M A M M A L  A N D  W R I T E  A  S T O R Y  A B O U T  W H E R E  I T  L I V E S .
D O E S  I T  L I V E  I N  A  T R E E ?  I N  T H E  O C E A N ?  
W H A T  D O E S  I T  E A T ?  I S  I T  A  C A R N I V O R E ,  H E R B I V O R E  O R  O M N I V O R E ?
H O W  D O E S  I T  T A K E  C A R E  O F  I T S  B A B I E S ?

G O  O U T S I D E  A N D  C O L L E C T  L E A V E S  O F  D I F F E R E N T  S I Z E S  A N D  S H A P E S  A N D  O T H E R  F O U N D  N A T U R A L  I T E M S .  T R Y
T O  F I N D  T H I N G S  T H A T  A R E  A L R E A D Y  O N  T H E  G R O U N D .  D O N ' T  P I C K  L E A V E S  O F F  T H E  T R E E S  P L E A S E .
C A N  A  L E A F  L O O K  L I K E  A  T A I L  O R  P A W ?
A R R A N G E  L E A V E S  T O  M A K E  A N  A N I M A L  A N D  G L U E  T H E M  D O W N  O N  Y O U R  R E M A I N I N G  P I E C E  O F  C O P Y P A P E R .
A D D  G O O G L Y  E Y E S  ( I F  Y O U  L I K E )  A N D  D R A W  I T S  S U R R O U N D I N G S .
D O E S  I T  L I V E  I N  A  T R E E ?  T H E  W A T E R ?  F L Y  T H R O U G H  T H E  A I R ?

A C T I V I T Y  1 :  M A K E  Y O U R  O W N  M A M M A L

 

A C T I V I T Y  2 :  C R E A T E  A  S T O R Y  A B O U T  Y O U R  M A M M A L

A C T I V I T Y  3 :  M A K E  A  M A M M A L  C O L L A G E

A N S W E R S  T O  M A M M A L  W O R K S H E E T :  ( F R O M  L E F T  T O  R I G H T ,  T O P  T O  B O T T O M )  W H I T E  T A I L E D  D E E R  ( M ) ,  B R O W N
B E A R  ( M ) ,  S P A R R O W ,  K I N G  S N A K E ,  R E D  S Q U I R R E L  ( M ) ,  F R O G ,  R I V E R  O T T E R  ( M ) ,  F O X  ( M ) ,  B I S O N  ( M )

                   L E S S O N  P L A N  C R E A T E D  B Y  W E N D Y  F E R G U S O N ,  P R O G R A M  C O O R D I N A T O R
 

@ 2 0 2 2  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I L L I N O I S  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S .  F O R  P E R M I S S I O N  T O
R E P R I N T ,  R E V I S E  O R  O T H E R W I S E  U S E ,  C O N T A C T  W E N D Y F @ I L L I N O I S . E D U .

 

I N T E R E S T  A P P R O A C H - E N G A G E M E N T
A S K  A  Q U E S T I O N ( S ) :
1 .  W H A T  A R E  S O M E  N A M E S  O F  A N I M A L S  T H A T  A R E
M A M M A L S ?
2 .  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  P E O P L E  A R E  A  T Y P E  O F  M A M M A L ?
W H Y  O R  W H Y  N O T ?
3 .  W H E R E  D O  A N I M A L S  ( M A M M A L S )  L I V E ?



Marvelous Mammals
Circle all of the mammals on this page.



Common Illinois Mammals

White Tailed Deer

 Herbivore
Smallest member of the North American deer family.
 During the summer, they typically inhabit fields and
meadows using the trees for shade.
During the winter, they keep to the forests using
evergreens for shelter from the elements.
Female deer, called does, give birth to one to three
young at a time after a seven month gestation period.

Odocoileus virginianus

Raccoon

Omnivore
Can be found almost anywhere there is food, water, and shelter.
Normally dens (lives) in hollow trees, or abandoned fox or
woodchuck burrows. They will also use barns, attics, and under
porches in urban settings.
Females raised 1 litter of 3-4 young after a 2 month gestation
period.

Procyon lotor

Eastern Cottontail Rabbit

Herbivore
Found in open spaces near woody cover where they can take cover
from predators and bad weather.
Gestation is about a month, with 4-6 young per litter. They can have
3 litters per year.
To keep predators from finding the babies, mothers only  visit the
nest twice a day to nurse.

Sylvilagus floridanus



Virginia Opossum

The only marsupial (carries their babies in a pouch) in North
America .
Omnivore
Live in or near wooded areas. Often found in urban areas.
They don't build their own den, but use the abandoned dens of
other animals, or take shelter in sheds, brush piles, and fallen
logs.
Females have one to two litters each year with 7 to 8 young in
each litter.
Gestation is about 13 days and then the babies, which are the
size of bumblebees, climb into their mother's pouch to further
develop and nurse.

Didelphis virginiana

Coyote

Illinois pioneers called them prairie wolves or brush wolves.
They prefer to live in semi open country with a mix of
grasslands and woodlands, though they are very adaptable
and are found in urban areas as well.
Primarily a carnivore but will supplement diet with whatever it
can find.
Gestation is 58-65 days with females having 1 litter of 6-7 pups
per year.

Canis latrans

Dog-like mammals

Red Fox

Red fox can run up to 30 miles an hour for short distances.
They can be found in a variety of habitats from forest land
and grasslands to both agricultural and urban areas.
They often sleep above ground, but use a den to raise their
young and as shelter from bad weather.
Both parents take care of the young. Gestation is 49-56 days
and the young are called kits.
Carnivore
Nocturnal (active at night)

Vulpes vulpes



Cat-like mammals

Bobcat

Bobcats were almost eliminated in Illinois by the  mid-
1900's but are now found statewide.
They prefer living in forests using the dense cover for the
dens and cover from weather. They use the edges of the
forest and fields to hunt prey.
Carnivore
Bobcats have one litter a year with 2-3 kittens per litter.
Gestation period is about 2 months and kittens are born
with their eyes closed.

Lynx rufus

Burrowing Mammals
Eastern Mole

Moles spend almost their whole life underground.
Soil is very important to a mole. They like soil that is
sandy or loamy and well-drained.
Insectivore (eats mainly insects) but will eat some plants.
Female moles have one litter of 3-4 young per year.
Scientist are not exactly sure what the gestation period
is.
Young are born without fur.

Scalopus aquaticus

Woodchuck or Ground Hog

Rodent and largest squirrel in Illinois.
Unlike most mammals in Illinois, woodchucks are true
hibernators.
Live primarily underground and have summer and winter
burrows (homes).
Herbivore
They have one litter per year with 4-5 young. Gestation
period is a little over a month.

Marmota monax



Other mammals

Little Brown Bat

The only mammal that flies.
Insectivore (but some bats eat nectar, fruit)
Nocturnal
Roosts in caves or mines during winter.
In spring, females form nursing colonies in hollow trees,
under loose bark, or in buildings.
Females give birth to 1-2 young called pups. The pups cling
to the backs of their moms and then to the roost when their
moms go out to catch food.

Myotis lucifugus

River Otter

In the late 1980''s  there may have been as few as 100
otters in Illinois. Now they are found in every county.
Their presence in the water indicate a healthy
ecosystem.
River otters are found in rivers, streams, and lakes. They
prefer to have wetlands or timber nearby.
They don't dig their own burrow but use abandoned
beaver and muskrat dens.
Carnivore-eating mainly fish and crayfish.
Gestation period is between 10-14 months. Females
have 2-4 young (kits). They need to be taught how to
swim.

Lontra canadensis


