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A Newsletter for  Montgomery County 4-H Families             December 2018 /January 2019 

4-H FAST FACTS  

 
 

UNIT 18- Serving: 

Christian, Jersey,       
Macoupin &           

Montgomery Counties 

 

OFFICES 
 

Christian County Extension  
1120 N. Webster Street  

Taylorville, IL  62568  
Ph.: 217-287-7246  Fax: 217-287-7248 

 
Jersey County Extension  

201 West Exchange, Suite A  
Jerseyville, IL  62052  

Ph.: 618-498-2913   Fax: 618-498-5913 
 

Macoupin County Extension  
#60 Carlinville Plaza  
Carlinville, IL  62626  

Ph.: 217-854-9604   Fax: 217-854-7804 
 

Montgomery County Extension  
#1 Industrial Park Drive  

Hillsboro, IL  62049  
Ph.: 217-532-3941   Fax: 217-532-3944 

 
 

 
 

STAFF 
 

Amanda Cole, County Director  
amandac@illinois.edu  

 
 

Rebecca Livingston, Christian County  
4-H Program Coordinator  

rlvngst2@illinois.edu  
 

 
Jessica Jaffry, Jersey County  

4-H Program Coordinator  
jjaffry@illinois.edu  

 
 

Kate Harding, Macoupin County  
4-H Program Coordinator  

harding@illinois.edu  
 
 

Elisha Hughes, Montgomery County  
4-H Program Coordinator  

ehugh2@illinois.edu  

To keep up with 4-H happenings in  Montgomery County, including 
workshops, check us out on Facebook at                                              
https://www.facebook.com/montgomery4h 

 www.web.extension.illinois.edu/cjmm/montgomery4h 

The Montgomery County Toastmasters sponsored a youth class in partnership with 

Montgomery County 4-H.  Kathy Brennon and Todd Peterson led the 8 week course 

to learn and practice public speaking skills in a positive environment.  The Toastmas-

ters meetings  are very similar to a 4-H club meetings parliamentary style.   In addi-

tion to 4-H officer roles, they have officers to keep time, count “uhs” and “ahs”  and 

those who critique speeches.  The kids who participated in this class are eager to do 

more.  We hope to partner with The Montgomery County Toastmasters again in the 

future! 

 

See page 2 for Bio. 

mailto:jjaffry@illinois.edu
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We are pleased to introduce Sara Marten as Unit 18’s  4-H Youth Development Educator. 

Sara has plenty of experiences in 4-H! She was a 10 year 4-H member of the Raymond Buckeyes 4- H 

Club in  Montgomery County. During her 4-H career, she was involved in many agricultural-focused 

projects including: animal and veterinary science, beef, dogs, and cats, as well as visual arts, scrap-

booking, and leadership. During her college years, she served for two years on the Illinois State 4-H 

Youth Leadership Team and one year as a 4-H Representative. Sara also had the opportunity to 

work in our unit during the summer while in college.  

After receiving her master’s from the University of Illinois, Sara took a position as a 4-H Youth De-

velopment Educator with Purdue Extension. She just recently left her position as a 4-H Youth De-

velopment Educator for the University of Illinois Extension in Unit 26 to move back to her home 

county! 

Sara is “excited to return to her home and serve the community and the 4-H program in this capacity. I am eager to return to my 

roots and be able to make connections with my hometown community, and to help ‘make the best better’ for the youth in our 

area.” 

We are thrilled to welcome Sara to our team! 
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LETS GROW 4-H TOGETHER  

4-H promotional challenge.  

Volunteer to speak to your class or a group about your experience in 4-H and get a 4-H 

drawstring bag! 

Word of mouth is one of the most effective ways to let others know about 4-H.  So help 

spread the word!  All you need to do, is talk with your teacher or group leader, and ask 

if you can have about 5 minutes one day in January to talk about 4-H.  If they say yes,  plan a 3-5 minute talk 

about your 4-H experience and invite them to join your club.  
 

To participate: Talk with your teacher or group leader to get permission. Submit the name of group/

class (once you have permission) and date of presentation to the Extension office by January 7. 

Resources: Participants will be given pencils and handouts on 4-H to distribute to the class. Check out 
our Facebook page for an interview with Katelyn, who did a class presentation in October.  

Leadership—Individual -- designed a presentation to tell others about 4-H 
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Spring 2019 Speaking for Illinois 4-H Training Opportunities 
Be watching for upcoming Speaking for Illinois 4-H training dates after January 1, 2019! Two more 
training opportunities will be scheduled in spring 2019. We anticipate the spring trainings to be held 
in central and southern Illinois locations. Exact dates will be identified once we have access to the 

2019 Illinois Legislative Calendar. 

Why should you participate in Speaking for Illinois 4-H training?  You’ll be trained to effectively share your 4-H story with legisla-
tors, donors, 4-H volunteers, and civic groups. You will also develop skills to explain the impact 4-H has in your local community, 
across Illinois, and the world. Training is    provided by members of the Illinois 4-H Youth Leadership Team. Those who complete 
training will  be invited to attend the Spring 2019 Legislative Connection events at the state capital in Springfield.  

If you are interested in the December 1 SFI4-H training in Westchester, registration is open until Monday, November 26.  There 
is a $12 fee to attend the training which helps cover the cost of lunch and supplies. Use the following link to register and get addi-
tional details: go.illinois.edu/sfi4H.  

Salute to Excellence 2019 
Volunteer RECOGNITION awards 

We are pleased to recognize the work of the amazing volunteers who support the Illinois 4-H program! The National 4-H 
Council sponsors the Salute to Excellence Award Program that targets 4-H volunteers who demonstrate exemplary service to 
4-H, while promoting service through volunteerism as both an opportunity and a privilege. Outstanding local volunteers can 
be nominated for consideration as the 2019 Illinois Salute to Excellence Volunteer. If you are interested in nominating a   
volunteer for consideration, contact your extension office.   

The award categories are: 

Volunteer of the Year – recognizing individuals who have served as 4-H volunteers for less than 10 years at the local, county, 

region, and state level. 

Outstanding Lifetime Volunteer – recognizing individuals who have served 10 or more years at the local, county, region or 

state level.  

Nomination criteria will be available at your local Extension Office. Nominations are due to the State 4-H Office by Friday, 
December 14, 2018. 

Get cash to help improve your community 
Looking for funding support to conduct community service outreach in your community?    
Farm Credit Illinois is ready to help Illinois 4-H clubs and FFA chapters bring positive and visible 
change to Illinois communities! Fifty $500 Community Improvement Grants are available.   
Clubs must be located in one of the 60 central and southern Illinois counties served by Farm 
Credit Illinois. Check if your club is eligible and apply today at farmcreditIL.com. Be sure to   
contact your LOCAL EXTENSION OFFICE BEFORE applying for this grant to ensure you follow 
all fiscal requirements!  

Just so you know 
Dates for the 2019 Illinois State Fair Junior Horse Show are July 22-28.  

Date for the 2019 Illinois 4-H State Dog Show is Aug. 24 

MONEY FOR COMMUNITY  

SERVICE PROJECTS 

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/programs/leadership/speaking-illinois-4-h
http://farmcreditil.com/resources/community/grants/Pages/default.aspx
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Reimbursement request can be found on our website:  

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/cjmm/montgomery4h/2850.html 
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JR Leadership Conference 

February 23 & 24 | Champaign, IL 

Join in the fun of summer camp in the middle of winter at this year’s Illinois 4-H Junior Leadership 
Conference. The conference is open to 4-H members in 7th and 8th grade. Cost is $160. Registration 
will open in November at go.illinois.edu/4Hjlc.  

Grab your gear and head to 4-H Memorial Camp 

Be part of the best camping experience in Central Illinois. Choose from one of these summer sessions:  

Tuesday, June 4 – Saturday, June 8 
Sunday, June 9 – Thursday, June 13 
Sunday, June 16 – Thursday, June 20 
Sunday, June 30 – Thursday, July 4 

 

Cost will be $220 for enrolled 4-H members. This new cost includes a $15 credit at the Trading Post so you 
don’t need to bring extra cash to camp! Cost to youth not enrolled in 4-H is $260. Registration will open 
February 4! Don’t be late. All 1,050 spaces filled up in 45 days last year! 

2019 Youth Livestock Superhero Conference: 
It’s More than ‘Meats’ the Eye 
 
The Conference is a fun-filled overnight weekend event for 4-H members. This program provides lead-
ership and team building activities as well as exciting hands-on opportunities built around the science 
and disciplines of livestock production and exhibition.  

 

January 26 & 27, 2019 

Decatur Hotel & Conference Center, 4191 W US Highway 36, Decatur 

REGISTER BY 12/17/18 ONLINE @ go.illinois.edu/4Hlivestock 

OPEN to 4-H youth in 7th, 8th, & 9th grade 

COST is $165 per participant 

Cost includes participant t-shirt, Saturday lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast, snacks, and all workshop materials. 

Montgomery County 4-H Foundation will  reimburse 4-H mem-

bers for $40 of  a state level program registration fee. Money 

is reimbursed after you attend the event.  

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/illinois-4-h-junior-leadership-conference
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/youth-livestock-conference
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Give to others this holiday 
The Illinois 4-H Foundation supports more than $600,000 worth of projects and programs each year. Every coun-
ty benefits from these gifts. Has your club given back to the Foundation? As you support others in your commu-
nity, consider supporting the work of YOUR 4-H Foundation. Giving is easy at https://4hfoundation.illinois.edu.  

LEADER LESSON 
Mastery: Engagement in Learning 
Mastery is defined as gaining knowledge and developing skills and attitudes AND the ability to accurately use the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes in your everyday life.  

To achieve mastery, you need to be engaged and interested. Simply having a learning experience is not enough. Youth need to 
be involved in the learning process and given opportunities to successfully meet challenges and solve problems. Engaged youth 
are curious and focused on learning. They develop relationships and connections that enhance learning. Youth who are actively 
engaged in learning have a higher degree of self-motivation and creativity, set goals and work towards reaching those goals, 
and are more likely to develop self-confidence and feel they are capable of succeeding.  

4-H clubs are a perfect place for youth at develop these positive life skills, but only if clubs are actively doing things to promote 
this learning. Simply having a club meeting isn’t enough. To foster engagement consider: 

Are club activities based on a hands on, learn by doing approach to learning? 
Do club activities and experiences encourage curiosity, questioning and exploration? 
Do club activities provide experiences that make a difference to others or relate to real life situations? 

 

Consider these tips: 

Involve members in planning and organizing club activities. Club officers should take the lead in organizing activities by 
using committees to plan events and activities so more members are involved in the decision process. Adult volun-
teers should serve as facilitators, supporting the youth, not leading the process. 

Encourage members to take on leadership roles within the club. Allow all members, regardless of age, to have a voice in 
program/activity planning. 

Allow time for youth to reflect on their success and failures. Things do not always work out as planned. It is important to 
discuss the situation, what worked, and what didn’t. The best learning experiences are not always the most perfect. 

 

Engagement is the spark that can create excitement that leads to learning … and  that leads to self-confident, capable adults.  

By Dana Homann, 4-H Youth Development Educator for Clay, Effingham, Fayette, and Jasper counties 

https://4hfoundation.illinois.edu
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FARM CREDIT ILLINOIS SCHOLARSHIPS 

High school seniors planning careers in agriculture may apply for a $2,000 scholarship. Farm Credit Illinois will provide 30  
scholarships to youth who live or farm in one of the 60 counties in their service area. The first $1,000 will be distributed for the 
Fall 2019 semester, and the second $1,000 will be applied during the Fall 2021 semester.  Apply online at farmcreditIL.com  
before March 1. Are going to University of Illinois College of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences? The college 
is MATCHING this scholarship, dollar for dollar! Double your money while getting a great ag education!  

JOYCE BETZ SCHOLARSHIPS 

Two scholarships honor the late Joyce Betz. Joyce was a 4-H club leader in Will County and her children are current 4-H 
club members. 

A $500 TEACH OUTDOORS Scholarship will be awarded to a student who will be a freshman or sophomore in 
college or trade school during the 2019-2020 school year. Applicants must be a current high school or home 
school student. Applications are due January 1 and can be downloaded @ http://www.teachoutdoors.org/
scholarship.html .  

 
The $1,000 Joyce Betz Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a 4-H member who will be a freshman or   
sophomore in college or trade school during the 2019-2020 school year. Applicants must be a current high school 
or home school student. Applications are due January 1 and can be downloaded @ http://
www.teachoutdoors.org/scholarship.html . 

LOIS BRITT MEMORIAL PORK INDUSTRY SCHOLARSHIP 

Sponsored by CME Group and the National Pork Industry Foundation, this scholarship provides 10 $2,500 
scholarships to youth pursuing a career in the pork industry. Apply online by January 4, 2019 @ nppc.org/
programs/scholarships.   

LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP  

Fifteen $1,000 Legacy of Leadership Scholarship are offered to members who have demonstrated overall mastery and 
leadership in the 4-H program. You must have been a member for at least 5 years and attending either a 4-year university, 
community college, or trade school. The scholarship is open to high school seniors and college freshmen. Applications are 
due March 1. Download the application @ go.illinois.edu/4Hscholarships. Finalists must submit a video of your 4-H      
accomplishments.   

ILLINOIS 4-H LIVESTOCK SCHOLARSHIP 
This $1,000 Illinois 4-H Livestock Scholarship is open to members who have demonstrated mastery in the livestock area 
and plan to continue their education in the area of agriculture. Members must have been involved in the livestock project 
a minimum of three years. You must have been a member for at least 5 years and attending either a 4-year university, 
community college, or trade school. The scholarship is open to high school seniors and college freshmen. Applications are 
due March 1. Download the application @ go.illinois.edu/4Hscholarships. 

http://farmcreditil.com/resources/community/scholarships/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.teachoutdoors.org/scholarship.html
http://www.teachoutdoors.org/scholarship.html
http://www.teachoutdoors.org/scholarship.html
http://www.teachoutdoors.org/scholarship.html
http://www.nppc.org/programs/scholarships
http://www.nppc.org/programs/scholarships
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/members/scholarships
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/members/scholarships
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December 8                         Digital Art Workshop 

December 8 Glass Ornaments workshop 

December 14                        DEADLINE: Salute to Excellence Applications Due 

December 24-Jan 1  Extension office closed 

January 1  DEADLINE: TEACH OUTDOORS Scholarship  

January 3  Youth Leadership Team meeting 

January 7  4-H Class presentation promotion begins.  

January 12 & 19  Teen Teacher curriculum training- Hold dates 

January 26 & 27 Youth Livestock Superhero Conference, Decatur 

February 23-24, 2019 Illinois 4-H Jr. Leadership Conference, Champaign 

February 28 DEADLINE: World of 7 Billion Video Contest 

March 1 DEADLINE: Farm Credit Community Service Grants 

March 7  New Member Party 

June 8 – 15 Citizenship Washington Focus Trip to Washington DC 

June 8 Illinois 4-H Public Speaking Contest (tentative) 

June 17 Illinois 4-H State Livestock Judging, Champaign  

June 23 – 27 Illini Summer Academies 

July 22 – 28 Illinois State Fair Junior Horse Show, Springfield 

August 12 General Projects at Illinois State Fair, Springfield (Montgomery County) 

 

Montgomery County 4-H Archery  

December & January Schedule: 

Dec. 9-16-23  

Jan. 6-13-20  

 

If you are interested in participating in these ses-

sion: email Elisha Hughes at ehugh2@illinois.edu 


