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AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 



W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  2 0 2 1  – 2 0 2 2  s c h o o l  y e a r !   T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  E x t e n s i o n
M a r s h a l l - P u t n a m  A g  i n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m  P r o g r a m  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e a c h  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m !
A I T C  s u p p l i e s  r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  e d u c a t o r s  i n  w a y s  t h a t  h e l p
t h e m  i n c o r p o r a t e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n t o  t h e i r  d a i l y  s t u d i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  p r o g r a m s  a
m o n t h  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  a n d  m o r e  c l a s s r o o m  f a v o r i t e s  o f f e r e d  a s  r e q u e s t e d .  M o s t
l e s s o n s  l a s t  a b o u t  3 0 - 4 5  m i n u t e s  a n d  a r e  h a n d s - o n .  

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  s t r a n g e  y e a r  a n d  r u l e s / r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  e v e r -
c h a n g i n g .  I f  b e i n g  i n  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m  w i t h  m i n i m a l  c o n t a c t  i s  n o t  a n  o p t i o n  I  c a n :
p r e - r e c o r d  z o o m  l e s s o n s ,  l i v e  z o o m ,  o r  d r o p  t h e s e  o f f  a t  y o u r  s c h o o l  a s  i n d i v i d u a l
" A g - B a g s "  w i t h  a l l  t h e  s u p p l i e s  n e e d e d  t o  t e a c h  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m !  A I T C  i s  f l e x i b l e
i n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  i t s  e d u c a t o r s !  

 A l l  o f  o u r  k i t s ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  n o  c h a r g e .  W e  h o p e  t o
s u p p l e m e n t  y o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  b e  a  p a r t n e r  t o  y o u  i n  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m .  B e  s u r e  t o
c h e c k  t h e  A I T C  e m a i l s  t h a t  I  s e n d  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  o f f e r e d .  I f  y o u  h a v e
a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n y  s p e c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o p i c  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  c l a s s  t o  l e a r n ,
p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  m e .  I  w i l l  d o  m y  b e s t  t o  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t
f i t s  y o u r  n e e d s !  I  w i s h  e a c h  o f  y o u  a n  u p l i f t i n g  y e a r  i n  s u c h  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e !    

Samantha Smoode
M-P AG in the Classroom Coordinator

Ag Mags 

A g  M a g s  a r e  4 - p a g e ,  c o l o r f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a g a z i n e s  f o r  k i d s .
T h e y  c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b r i g h t  p i c t u r e s ,
c l a s s r o o m  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s .  A g  M a g s  c o m e  i n
c l a s s r o o m  p a c k s  o f  3 0  a n d  a r e  f r e e  t o  a l l  I l l i n o i s  t e a c h e r s .  
 C o n t a c t  y o u r  C o u n t y  A g  L i t e r a c y  C o o r d i n a t o r  o r  C o u n t y  F a r m
B u r e a u  o f f i c e  t o  o r d e r  y o u r s  t o d a y !

A p p l e  -  B e e f  -  C o r n -  D a i r y  -
H o r s e  -  I l l i n o i s  H i s t o r y  -

N u t r i t i o n  
P i z z a  -  P o l l i n a t o r  -  P o r k  -

P o u l t r y  -  P u mp k i n  -  S e a s o n s  -
S o i l  -  S o y b e a n

U r b a n  -  Wa t e r  -  Wh e a t

mAGic Kits: 

The curriculum in the mAGic kits are multidisciplinary, all-
inclusive, and designed to bring agriculture to life in your
classroom. The mAGic kits address Illinois Learning Standards
in math, science, English language arts, and social studies. 2
week check out. 

-  M a c h i n e s
-  I l l i n o i s
-  I n s e c t
-  D a i r y
-  P l a n t s

Year long Programs:
- Adopt-a-Calf- allows classes to “adopt” a calf from
one of our farmers, name it, and receive monthly
pictures, updates, and mini fun lessons! Date to be
announced
- Seasonal Snacks- Receive a fun mini-lesson every
month of a seasonal snack and activities to share with
your classroom! 

AITC Classroom Favorites:
- Soil Sammy-Watch the grass grow from sams
head
- Glycerin Bubbles- Students make their own
bubble mix
- Soil Particles- Mix soil and water in a mason jar
watch the three types separate and record! 
- Terrariums- Watch plants grow and record
what happens 
- Pizza in the Classroom- Learn where all the
ingredients in your pizza come from! 
- Careers in Agriculture- Students learn all the
possibilities in the Ag Industry

*Available programs all year per request  

*Available programs all year per request  



AVALIABLE PROGRAMS
 

P R E - K  T H R O U G H  5 T H 

S E P T E M B E R

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  m a k e  a n  a p p l e  c h a i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g
t h e  l i f e  c y c l e ,  t h e n  t a s t e  t e s t  s o m e  d i f f e r e n t
v a r i e t i e s .

O C T O B E R From Seed to tree  

Whats Inisde my
Pumpkins  

 

L e a r n  h o w  t u r k e y s  a r e  r a i s e d  a n d  m a k e  a  p i n e c o n e
t u r k e y  t o  t a k e  h o m e !  

G i f t s  o f  G o l d   

T u r k e y  T i m e 

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c o r n
w i t h  a  c r a f t   

D E C E M B E R

J A N U A R Y

F E B R U A R Y  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r k  b e h i n d  a
c h r i s t m a s  t r e e .  F e e l  a n d  s m e l l  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  a n d
m a k e  a  c r a f t !   

C r i s t m a s  T r e e s  

S n o w f l a k e
 S c i e n c e

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  h o w  s n o w f l a k e s  f o r m  a n d  m a k e  t h e i r
o w n  d e s i g n  w i t h  p u f f y  p a i n t  o r  p i p e  c l e a n e r

 B e e f  B y -
P r o d u c t s

L e a r n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  c a t t l e  h a v e  i n  o u r  i n d u s t r y
a n d  t h e  b y - p r o d u c t s  t h e y  g i v e  u s .  T h e n  p l a y  B e e f
B i n g o ,  

L  i s  f o r  L i n c o l n  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  L i n c o l n  h a d  i n  o u r
A g  i n d u s t r y .  T h e n  m a k e  y o u r  o w n  " P e n n y  P r e s i d e n t " !

Super Soybean 
S t u d e n t s  g e t  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p l a n t ,  i t s
l i f e  c y c l e ,   a n d  m a k e  a  g a r d e n  i n  a  g l o v e  a n d  w a t c h
a n d  r e c o r d  y o u r  s o y b e a n s  g r o w !  

S w e a t e r  
W e a t h e r  

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  p l a n t  a n d
h o w  i t  i s  f o r m e d  i n t o  a  s w e a t e r ,  w i t h  a  c o t t o n  b a l l
c r a f t !     

N O V E M B E R  

*tailored  to each grade level  

M A R C H  
S o i l  h o r i z o n s

W a t e r  C y c l e  

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  t h e  l a y e r s  o f  s o i l  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e
t h e y  h a v e .  T h e n  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  e d i b l e  s o i l  p r o f i l e .   

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  t h e  w a t e r  c y c l e  a n d  r e c o r d  i t  i n
a c t i o n  w i t h  a  w a t e r  c y c l e  b a g !  

A P R I L  Embryology In The
Classroom 

D u r i n g  t h e  2 1 - d a y  i n c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  s t u d e n t s
l e a r n  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  o f  c h i c k s  a n d  w a t c h  t h e m !  

Earth Day 

L e a r n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r e c y c l i n g .  A l o n g  w i t h
a n  o u t d o o r  s c a v e n g e r  h u n t  a n d  m a k e  a  s e e d
b o m b  f r o m  r e c y c l e d  p a p e r !  

*limited incubators!
first come first serve. 

M A Y Sunflower
 Summer 

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
s u n f l o w e r s ,  h o w  s e e d s  a r e  u s e d ,  a n d  m a k e  a  p a p e r  p l a t e
s u n f l o w e r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  o f  t h e  s u n f l o w e r .

Pollinator 
Power 

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  w h a t  p o l l i n a t o r s  a r e  a n d  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t
r o l e .  S h o w  h o w  p o l l i n a t i o n  w o r k s  w i t h  a n  a c t i v i t y  

Summer Programming Starts!J U N E

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  m a k e  a  c r a f t  a s  t h e y  d i s c o v e r  w h a t  i s
i n s i d e  a  p u m p k i n  a n d  h o w  t h e y  g r o w !

 

All programs are subject to change due to COVID

If you would like your class to have a different lesson/craft based
around the same monthly theme please let me know in advance!



PROGRAM REQUEST FORM  
 

University of Illinois Extension
Marshall-Putnam Ag in the Classroom
509 Front Street, Suite 4
Henry, IL 61537

Email: smoode@illinois.edu
PH: 309.364.2356
Fax: 309.364.2804

Grade

Teacher(s)______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

I am available Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday Mornings. 
Program(s) Desired:

What day(s) of the week DO NOT  for you?

Desired Dates

**We will finalize the dates via email. I will try to fit everyone to their desired dates as much as possible!!

Total #  Students__________

__________

Male

Female

__________

 

Special needs of any students? 

______________________________________School ________________________________

Notes from Teacher:

Email(s) ________________________________

________________________________

________________________________


