








COMMON WILD EDIBLE FUNGI IN ILLINOIS 
- A selection of those most easily learned by the beginner - 

 
 
1. Morchella elata – black morel.  April - May.  Various habitats including under dead elms and 

living ash trees. 
 
 
2. Morchella semilibera – peckerhead, half-frees, pinheads.  April - May.  Various habitats including 

living ash trees. 
 
 
3. Morchella esculenta – common morel, yellow morel.  May.  Various habitats including under 

dead elms and in old apple orchards. 
 
 
4. Cantharellus cibarius – chanterelle.  Summer.  Chanterelles grow on soil and are well known for 

their fruity, apricot-like odor, best detected when you have a handful.  The poisonous Jack 
O'Lantern Mushroom is often cited in field guides as a look-alike, but it grows in clusters on wood 
and features true gills, rather than wrinkles or veins. 

 
 
5. Craterellus cornucopioides – black trumpet, horn of plenty.  Fall.  On soil under mixed 

hardwoods. 
 
 
6. Hericium erinaceum and Hericium americanum – bear’s head, hedgehog.  Fall.  On larger, 

dead hardwood logs. 
 
 
7. Laetiporus sulphureus – sulfur shelf, chicken of the woods.  Fall. On living and dead hardwoods; 

causes a brown cubical heartrot of living trees.   
 
 
8. Grifola frondosa – hen of the woods.  Fall.  Fruits at the base of living or recently killed trees, 

usually oaks. 
 
 
9. Calvatia gigantea – giant puffball.  Fall.  On soil along margins of woodlands, brushy areas. 
 
 
10. Lycoperdon pyriforme – pear-shaped puffball.  Fall.  Often in large clusters on dead hardwood 

logs.  Use caution in initially identifying this species to distinguish it from the button stage of 
certain gill mushrooms; easily learned with minimum practice. 

 
 
11. Pleurotus ostreatus – oyster mushroom.  Late September to late October.   Most common on 

dead standing trees or fallen logs. 
 
 
12. Coprinus comatus – shaggy mane.  Fall.  On soil, often in urban areas - lawns, mulch beds.  

Collect it while young and fresh because it rapidly deteriorates like other inky cap species. 



 
POPULAR PUBLICATIONS - MUSHROOM/FLESHY FUNGI IDENTIFICATION 
 
 
GENERAL MUSHROOM IDENTIFICATION 
 
Arora, D.  1986.  Mushrooms demystified.  2 Ed. Ten Speed Press. 
 
Barron. G.  1999.  Mushrooms of Northeast North America.   Excellent. 
 
Bessette, A., A. Besette, and D. Fischer 1997.  Mushrooms of Northeastern North America. 

Syracuse Univ. Press.  Very good but large-sized and expensive. 
 

Binion, D,  et al.  2008.  Macrofungi Associated with Oaks of Eastern North America. 
            West Virginia University Press. 
 
Courtenay, B., and H. Burdsall.  1982.  A field guide to mushrooms and their relatives.  Van 

Nostrand Reinhold Company.     All fungi in this guide found in Wisconsin. 
 
Lincoff, G.  1981.  The Audubon Society field guide to North American mushrooms.  Chanticleer 

Press Inc. 
 
Marteka, V.  1980.  Mushrooms wild and edible.  A seasonal guide to the most easily recognized 

mushrooms.  W. W. Norton and Company. 
 
McFarland, J. and G. Mueller.   2009.  Edible and Wild Mushrooms of Illinois and Surrounding
            States.   University of Illinois Press.  Excellent.
 
McKnight, K., and V. McKnight.  1987.  Peterson Field Guides - A field guide to Mushrooms of 

North America.  Houghton Mifflin Company.  Drawings instead of photographs. 
 
Miller, O. K.  1971.  Mushrooms of North America.  E. P. Dutton and Company.  Excellent. 
 
Miller. O. K., and H. Miller.  2006.  North American Mushrooms.  FalconGuide. 
 
Phillips, R.  1991.  Mushrooms of North America.  Little, Brown, and Company. 
 
Smith, A., and N. Smith-Weber.  1980.  The mushroom hunter’s field guide - all color and 

enlarged.  University of Michigan Press.  Excellent, but limited number of species. 
 
 
MORELS 
 
Smith-Weber, N.  1988.  A morel hunter’s companion.  Two Peninsula Press.  Excellent. 
 
 Kuo, M.  2007.  Morels.  The University of Michigan Press: Ann Arbor, MI.  Very Good.
 
 
POISONING 
 
Ammirati, J., J. A. Traquir, and P. A. Horgen:  1985.  Poisonous Mushrooms of the Northern  

United States and Canada.  University Minnesota Press. 
 
Benjamin, D. R.  1995.  Mushrooms:  poisons and panaceas.  A handbook for naturalists,  

mycologists, and physicians.  W. H. Freeman and Co. 
 
Lincoff, G., and D. Mitchell.  1977.  Toxic and hallucinogenic mushroom poisoning.  Van Nostrand 

Reinhold Company. 
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