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NEWSFLASH 
January 13, 2022 Find Your Spark! 

  Happy New Year’s 4-H Families, Leaders, & Volunteers, 

 I hope everyone enjoyed their holiday break and are  ready to start 
off the new year on a positive  note!  There are lots of 4-H things planned 
for this upcoming year,  and I hope that you will find  that right project, 
event or club that helps you find your spark in 4-H. 

 Upcoming deadlines:  

• SKI DAY– Deadline to pre-register & pay is TODAY!!!- Link is enclosed. 

• Poultry Clinic &  Forestry Club Deadline to sign up is  this Friday, 
January 14th. Info inside this  newsletter. 

• Robotics Club– If you are interested in joining our Robotics Club, call 
Brenda ASAP– 815-235-4125. 

• 4-H Camp Counselor  Application Deadline is January 28th by 4p.m. 

• Beef Weigh –In  pre-registration is due  by January 31st.. 

  Please make sure you are  reading the  Calendar of Events  in each 
E-News. When an event it added or changed I am highlighting it in 
YELLOW to help bring it to your attention.  If you have any questions 
regarding  your projects  feel free to reach out to your leaders or myself, 
we will be happy to help.    

     Till Next Time, 

       ~Brenda 

https://www.facebook.com/UnitOne4H/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/UnitOne4H/?ref=bookmarks


STEPHENSON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

If you need to ADD or DROP a 4-H project for this year– the dead-

line is February 1st.  After this date if you want to ADD a project 

you will not be eligible for top 

honors at the 4-H show.  

 You can add/drop projects by 

logging into your 4honline ac-

count and go to your projects 

tab. 

Any questions, please call 

Brenda at the Extension 

Office, 815-235-4125. 

4-H Club Meetings—

Attendance Policy 

All 4-H members must attend 1/3 of 

their club meetings for the year, from 

the time of their enrollment,  in order to show at the 4-H 

shows this summer.  If you have questions on this, please 

reach out to your 4-H leader! 



STEPHENSON COUNTY NEWS 
BEEF WEIGH IN– FEBRUARY 5th 

At the Lena Vet Clinic, Lena, IL 

 

• ALL STEERS will need to be weighed at this time if you are 

showing them in the Rate of Gain class at the local shows & if 

you plan to take your steer to the State Premiere or non 

Premiere shows. 

• PRE-REGISTRATION for a time slot is required by January 31st! 

https://go.illinois.edu/beef 

Ownership Date for Beef Steers is 

February 1st! 
(No paperwork has to be turned in for this.) 

https://go.illinois.edu/beef


STEPHENSON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

QAEC TRAININGS 
Quality Assurance and Ethics Training– The Quality Assur-

ance and Ethics training is required for all youth that enroll in horse, rab-
bit, poultry, dog, cavy (guinea pigs), and cat. Members must take the 
training whether they own a live animal or not. It is advised that they 
complete this as soon as they are enrolled in the project area.  4-H Mem-
bers only have to complete a QAEC training once in their 4-H career, 
when showing a live animal or doing animal science with the above 
breeds. 
Counties will monitor completion of this. Failure to complete QAEC will 
result in the member’s animal science project enrollment being cancelled 
and they will be ineligible to exhibit at county fairs. The website is open 

year round at: https://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/ 

Deadline is June 1st, 2022 
 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/


STEPHENSON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

YQCA TRAINING 

It’s that time of year again! If you are a 4-H Member showing: sheep, swine, 

dairy, goats, or beef you will need to do your Youth for the Quality Care of Ani-

mals (YQCA) training again BEFORE the June 1st deadline. This is for all members 

ages 8-18 showing livestock for a 4-H show. There are two ways you can get the 

training:  

1) You can take the online training ( there is a test at the end) and the cost is 

$12, per student. The link to do that is : yqca.learngrow.io 

2) You MUST use your 4-H Online information to create an account and gain ac-

cess to the course. DO NOT use the FFA/Independent sign-in.  Once completed 

please print 2 copies of your certificate– 1 needs to be given to the Extension 

office before June 1st, and the other one travels with the 4-H member to the 

shows. 

3) Instructor-led training– there will be two in-person trainings held again this 

year. Locations are being worked out still. The dates will be February 26th 

and March 26th—in the A.M. Cost is $3, per student and MUST be paid at the 

time of registration. You only need to attend 1 of these in-person trainings. 

4) WATCH for more details in the next few weeks—for the in-person trainings! 

 

yqca.learngrow.io












Stephenson County News 
 

 

Each year we have a program book that is put together for our 4-H shows that are held in the summer. 

The 2021-2022 theme is FIND YOUR SPARK!! Start planning now to help us create a new cover for our pro-

gram book! The guidelines to follow are: 

A fine point black marker or dark pencil works best for copying your picture, 

so please do NOT use col-ored pencils. The program book is printed in black 

and white.  

• Please make sure you have the theme title AND the current year somewhere 

in your drawing.  

• Please make sure your text is legible and spelled correctly.  

• You may bring your hard copy to the Extension Office or you can scan and 

email it to me. Please do NOT fax or send it as a picture.  

• If you are submitting a hard copy, please include name, age, and club on the 

back lightly in pencil. If you are emailing it to me, please include the infor-

mation in the email.  

 

• 1st place will receive a 4-H Baseball Cap and their 

Picture will go on the front of our Program Book. 

• 2nd place will receive a 4-H Beanie and their pic-

ture will be on the back of our Program Book. 

• The rest of the pictures will be used as needed 

within our program book! 

Let’s make our Program Book look beautiful! 

DEADLINE: January 31st 





NATIONAL 4-H CONGRESS CONFERENCE 

  National 4-H Congress is a once in a lifetime experience for 4-

H’ers. You must be chosen as an Illinois State 4-H Award Winner 

in order to be asked to 4-H Congress.  We had 1 Stephenson 

County 4-H’er that was chosen to attend this year’s National  

4-H Congress Conference -  Michelle Marck of the Freeport Fan-

tastics 4-H Club!!!  Congratulations, Michelle on this incredible  4-H 

achievement! 

  The Conference was held in Atlanta, GA  November 26-30th, 

2021. The teens attended educational workshops focused on di-

versity, cultural experiences, leadership, team development and 

network with 4-H members from across the United States. They al-

so had the opportunity to listen to and learn from nationally recog-

nized speakers. As well as spending time doing Community Ser-

vice projects in the Atlanta Metro communities. 

Congratulations, Michelle! 



Stephenson County 4-H News 

Manual Ordering for 2021-2022! 

New this year, All manuals will be ordered by the parents! Illinois 4-H has 

made a pop-up shop online and almost all manuals are able to be or-

dered through this shop. If you did not receive the instructions in the 

mail, please reach out to me! 

 

If you have any questions regarding manuals, please 

call me direct at 815-235-4125 or 

bheimann@illinois.edu 

Are you looking for more ways to help your child 

learn &  engage with 4-H? 

Illinois 4-H has many resources that can help!! 

 

Check out the 4-H Spark Sheets—

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/project-spark-sheets 

And 4-H At Home—

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/ 

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/project-spark-sheets
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/




LENA LUCKY CLOVERS 

4-H REPORT for January 

 Meeting was held on January 4. En-
rollment and project change are due 
by February 1.  
February 4 Is going to be our hands 
on night. Any one interested in run-
ning a station let Jamie or Kristi 
know. No more than 2 or 3 leaders 
per station. 
Poultry clinic is January 22. Emails 
will be sent out.  
February 5 is beef weigh in at nine, 
snow date is February 12.  Registra-
tion is due on February 3 March is 
super Saturday sign in will full fill up 
fast.  

 
 
We broke up into groups 
and the first half the sec-
ond half played flip cup 
TicTacToe. No one did 
talks or demos. 
Franklin Leverton 
4-H Reporter 



4-H Camp—June 14, 15, 16 

 

  4-H Camp Counselor Applications are being taken 

NOW-January 28th at 4:00pm. 

Any teens ages 15 (by June 14th, 2022) on up may apply. 

Please contact Brenda  at 815-235-4125 for an application ASAP! 





SCHOLARSHIPS 
Pearl City Elevator offers 2 scholarships–  

1)Agriculture First Scholarship and  

2) Jim Vondra Memorial Scholarship. Go to: 

http://pce-coops.com/resources/scholarships/ 

to apply.  

Deadline is January 19th. 

 

 

 

http://pce-coops.com/resources/scholarships/


ILLINOIS STATE HORSE 4-H NEWS 

 



ILLINOIS STATE 4-H NEWS 

• YOUTH MEAT JUDGING SERIES– the 1st meet is January 22nd at 
Eickman’s in Seward, IL .  Registration is onsite and starts at 
8:30a.m. Instructions start at 9:15a.m. 

• Junior Division: 8th Grade and Younger.   Senior Division: High School 

• Awards for top Individuals & Teams in both divisions sponsored by Illinois Farm 
Bureau 

• More Information:  

https://pontiacffa.com/meats-judging-series/  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pontiacffa.com/meats-judging-series/__;!!DZ3fjg!rzBRsvnYGbKDG9cUyPHKEOQnA1pClbCVEPgQI2Op2Hi8OtkLIRS0VSe5Ivsns_mVGg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pontiacffa.com/meats-judging-series/__;!!DZ3fjg!rzBRsvnYGbKDG9cUyPHKEOQnA1pClbCVEPgQI2Op2Hi8OtkLIRS0VSe5Ivsns_mVGg$


ILLINOIS STATE 4-H NEWS 

Do you have a 4-H Story you would like to tell?  –  

Join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H Team 

We’re looking for 4-H members interested in spreading the great news about 4-H. 4-H members 14 years of 
age or older can join the Speaking for Illinois 4-H team. There will be a virtual training offered on Saturday, 
January 16 from 9-11 a.m.  

This virtual training, provided by the Illinois State 4-H Youth Leadership Team, gives you the chance to explore 

your own 4-H history and why you are involved, put that story into words, and learn the best ways to ap-

proach donors, civic groups, elected officials, and others to talk about 4-H. Learn why 4-H believes in Positive 

Youth Development and how we emphasize the essential elements of Belonging, Independence, Generosity 

and Mastery. All of this – and more – is a part of Speaking for Illinois 4-H! Once you’re trained, you’ll receive 

an invitation to be a part of our Legislative Connection events.  

Members of this team will meet a minimum of four times throughout the year virtually as a team to remain on the 
team. 

Registration is open NOW @: https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/speaking-illinois-4-h-training. Registration will 
close January 13.  

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/speaking-illinois-4-h-training


INTERNATIONAL 4-H 

Host an international youth this summer…… 

International students come to IL each summer and stay with a host family for about 4 

weeks.   Host a Japanese or South Korean youth this summer through States’ 4-H Interna-

tional! Expand your family’s cultural understanding, learn about new foods and customs, 

and possibly learn a new language, all while sharing your own. Your children will build life-

long friendships and will gain new perspectives on their own country, too! Families are 

needed for July 23 through August 18 (tentative dates). Applications are accepted until all 

placements are made.  There is no cost for this program. 

Students are matched with a host sibling by age gender and interests.  So families hosting, 

must have a child the between 12-18 

  

Host family selection is dependent on completion of  an application and screening process, as 

well as student availability and personality compatibility.  

  

For more information or to apply, visit: http://www.states4hexchange.org.  

http://www.states4hexchange.org


EXTENSION NEWS 
Master Gardener program offers hybrid training 

The University of Illinois Extension is pleased to announce that Master Gardener 

Training will be held in Stephenson County starting in February.  Interested people 

can apply now for the training.  Applications can be obtained by calling the office 

at (815) 235-4125 or on the web at go.illinois.edu/jsw. 

The training includes videos, a Master Gardener manual, reading materials, and 

quizzes. Participants will complete videos and reading assignments on their own 

and then meet in-person on Tuesday mornings at the University of Illinois Exten-

sion-Stephenson County for discussion, review, and follow-up. Training consists of 

11 sessions conducted on Tuesdays, starting on February 15, and concluding April 

26, from 9 a.m. to Noon  

 

Time to prune the fruit trees….. 

University of Illinois Extension will be offering it’s popular “Intro to Fruit 
Tree Pruning” class on three different dates, two of the programs will be 
in person and one will be offered as a Zoom webinar. The in-person pro-
grams are Tuesday, February 1 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Elizabeth Commu-
nity Building, HWY 20 W. Elizabeth, IL, and Tuesday, February 8 from 10 
a.m.to Noon at the Freeport Public Library, 100 E. Douglas Street, Free-
port, IL. The Zoom webinar will be offered on Friday, February 11 from 3 
to 5 p.m. Cost for the class is $5. For more information and to register, please vis-

it go.illinois.edu/jsw or call 815-235-4125. 

https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw
https://extension.illinois.edu/jsw

