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Dear 4-H Families, 
It’s almost spring! I hope you are getting out and 
enjoying this beautiful warmer weather. I know I’m 
tired of the cold and ready to be outside more.  

With spring around the corner I hope you are 
beginning to work on your 4-H projects.  At this 
time I’m happy to announce we will be having an 
in person 4-H Fair. It will be a little different than 
what we are used to due to following covid 19 
restrictions but at least it will be an in person 
event. During the month of March our 4-H show 
Superintendents & Auction committee will be busy 
meeting to plan a fun 4-H show experience for you. 

I know it’s hard to believe, but the 2021 4-H Show 
is only few months away and will be here before we 
know it! If you haven’t already enrolled please go 
to the new  4-H Online 2.0 to enroll. Tips for the 
new website are included in this newsletter. Also, 
enclosed in this newsletter is important 
information on several upcoming events, meetings 
and activities. Please take time to read through the 
newsletter so you don’t miss out on any fun 
opportunities.  

Sincerely, 

Cathy Ludolph  
Extension Program Coordinator  
4-H Youth Development  Congratulations to Sarah Stevens and 

Emma Salverson! Sarah & Emma are both winners 
of the  4-H Scholarship Program in the Food 
Systems category. Winners of the Illinois 4-H 
Scholarships will each receive a $1,000 educational 
scholarship and will be invited to the virtual 
Illinois 4-H Recognition event in April.  

May 4, 2021 

The Peoria County Public Speaking Contest  will be 
held on Tuesday, May 4, 6:30 pm,  location TBA. 
Participation in this contest does not affect a 
member’s opportunity to also participate in 
another project area at the Illinois State Fair.  

Youth can compete in a speech and also bring a 
project to the General Project Show. Youth must be 
selected in their county contest to advance to the 
State 4-H Public Speaking Contest. The state 
contest will be held on June 5 at the Richland 
Community College in Decatur, IL. Please call the 
Peoria Extension office by April 30 to register. 

March 17, 2021 



• The 2021 Peoria County 4-H Show is July 28, 
29 & 30 at Exposition Gardens   

• Peoria County 4-H Horse Show is Saturday, 
July 17 at the Heart of IL Horse Arena on 
Galena Road, Peoria 

• Illinois State Fair will run August 12-22.  

• Peoria County day at State Fair will be Friday, 
August 13 

• Other dates will be shared when available.  

MARCH 

4 Non-Livestock Superintendent meeting via 
 zoom, 7 pm  

9  Federation Meeting, 6:00 pm at the 
 Kickapoo Township Hall  

10  Livestock Superintendent & Auction 
 Committee meeting, 7 pm at Kickapoo 
 Township Hall 

11  4-H Leaders meeting 7 pm via zoom 

APRIL 

8  Dog SPIN Club 1st meeting, 6 pm at Peoria 
 Obedience Training Center 

13 Federation meeting, 6:30 pm via zoom 

MAY 

4  Public Speaking Contest, details TBA 

11 Federation meeting, 6 pm at Kickapoo 
 Township Hall 

 

The 2021 Illinois State Fair Premium Book is 
now posted to the State Fair website – link 
below. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/statefair/
competitions/premium-books/Pages/
default.aspx 

In the February newsletter the results for Brianna 
& Alexa at the first annual Illinois 4-H Shooting 
Sports Virtual Shoot were incorrect. Following are 
the correct placings. 

Peoria County 4-H was well represented in the 
contest by Brianna Hayes from the Jubilee Patriots 
who placed 3rd in the compound bow senior 
division and Alexa Salverson from the Elmwood 
All-Stars who placed 4th in the compound bow 
senior division.  

Thank you to all the 4-H clubs and individuals 
that donated Birthday Bags for our County 
Community Service Project. This year due to covid 
our numbers were down a little but together we 
still collected approximately 80 birthday bags that 
will be donated to food pantry’s in the Peoria 
County area. Great job 4-H’ers! 

The Winter SPARK Camps have been a huge 
success! Thank you to everyone that has been 
participating in the virtual SPARK Camp 
workshops. Plans for the  Spring session (March & 
April) are currently being made. Information for 
the Spring SPARK Camps will be out soon with 
registration opening in a couple of weeks so be sure 
to watch for e-mails with the workshop 
descriptions. The SPARK Camps are free and open 
to all 4-H members. 

Invite a friend to join 4-H 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www2.illinois.gov/statefair/competitions/premium-books/Pages/default.aspx__;!!DZ3fjg!oX66MMKVsqrBW6kvOv2Cs28wKQ-c8CBJkKa2JwMttxQTpqRRP5VKdDtlsBKeyOr9sTlajzROIw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www2.illinois.gov/statefair/competitions/premium-books/Pages/default.aspx__;!!DZ3fjg!oX66MMKVsqrBW6kvOv2Cs28wKQ-c8CBJkKa2JwMttxQTpqRRP5VKdDtlsBKeyOr9sTlajzROIw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www2.illinois.gov/statefair/competitions/premium-books/Pages/default.aspx__;!!DZ3fjg!oX66MMKVsqrBW6kvOv2Cs28wKQ-c8CBJkKa2JwMttxQTpqRRP5VKdDtlsBKeyOr9sTlajzROIw$


Are you looking for new activities for your virtual 
club meeting? Bring in a guest speaker! Matthew 
Hagaman, with the Center for Math, Science, & 
Technology at ISU, would love to give a crop 
science demonstration at your next meeting. Your 
members can get a look inside a real research lab 
and learn about cutting edge crop sciences 
happening in Illinois right now! If you’re 
interested, you can fill a 1-minute interest form - 
or let Emily know at eschoe@illinois or (217) 300
-5557 and she’ll help coordinate the visit. 

December 1, 1962                              
January 5, 2021 

My name is Ashlyn Slayton and I am 

the reporter for the Jubilee Patriots 4-H Club. As you 
all know we lost our wonderful 4-H leader and 
longtime 4-H and Community volunteer in January. 
As a club we have created a scholarship in his 
memory that focuses on community service and 
volunteerism. Mr. Forney was a dedicated 4-H 
volunteer serving for many years as the Poultry 
Superintendent and an Auction Committee Member 
at the 4-H Fair. He was also a volunteer fireman in 
his community. We will miss him a lot. 

The Jubilee Patriots 4-H Club would be very grateful 
for your partnership, support and any donation you 
feel moved to offer in memory of Bob Forney. Any 
gift would be greatly appreciated. Information on 
the scholarship and how to donate follows: 

 

This scholarship will be awarded to a young person 
who actively volunteers in their community. It will 
be available to any 4-H or FFA member (High School 
Junior, Senior, or College Freshman) that attends a 
Peoria County school or is enrolled in a Peoria 
County 4-H Club.  Your donations can be made at 
the F&M Bank in Brimfield to the Jubilee Patriots 4H 
Club Forney Scholarship Fund or Venmo link.  

 

 
 
Continue Bob's legacy with your donation today. 
Questions:   jubileepatriots4h@yahoo.com  

Thank you,                                                                          
Ashlyn Slayton                                                          
Jubilee Patriots 4-H Club - Reporter 

As this newsletter is going to print, 4-H clubs 
can now meet face to face in groups of up to 50 or 
50% room capacity. This includes all attending 
(members, leaders, parents, siblings, etc.)  Clubs 
are also welcome to continue meeting via Zoom 
or another virtual platform.  If anything changes 
4-H Leaders will be notified.  

4-H Memorial Camp is currently working on 
summer programming plans for 2021 to align 
with Phase 4 and Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois 
Plan. The camp website will be updated with 
information concerning both camping and 
summer employment. Stay tuned for more 
information. Camp Website: 
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/programs/
camping/4-h-memorial-summer-youth-camp  

Would you like to hang out with friends and learn 
more about your livestock project? If you 
answered yes...the Livestock Judging Team is for 
you! This group will meet every other Monday , 6 
- 8 pm. For location and more information please 
contact Coach Kristi Smith at: (309)-645-7885 or                                                                             
kristilynnsmith530@gmail.com  or Youth age 8 - 
8 are welcome to join. The state 4-H Livestock 
Judging Contest is June 4, 2021. 

https://illinoisaces.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bqk9mtmulMvVz49
mailto:jubileepatriots4h@yahoo.com
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/programs/camping/4-h-memorial-summer-youth-camp


Check out our Peoria 4-H website at:                    
https://extension.illinois.edu/fmpt/4-h-peoria-county  

and our new unit website at:                                                           
https://extension.illinois.edu/fmpt/4-h-youth-

development 

In this fun and exciting Special Interest group you will 
gain knowledge on the fundamentals of showing your 
dog with  hands-on experience. You will also become 
skilled at recognizing the important relationship 
between you the handler and your dog . When 
attending the first meeting please bring proof of 
shots for your dog, a flat buckle collar, a water dish, 
treats for your dog and a good sense of humor. Open 
to all youth age 8-18.                  

This group will meet once a week starting Thursday, 
April 8, 6:00 pm at the Peoria Obedience Training 
Center, 4115 Main St. in Pottstown. This group will 
meet every week until the 4-H Dog Show in late July.  

To register online: https://extension.illinois.edu/
events/2021-04-08-dog-obedience-training-4-h-
spin-club-peoria-county 
PLEASE NOTE: Due to covid restrictions space is 
limited - first come, first serve - so be sure to 
register as soon as possible. 

You are invited to create beautiful garden 
artwork, experience new and interesting 
gardening methods, make new friends, and 
grow plant foods to feed the animals. The March 
meeting date to be announced.  

For more information about the Garden SPIN 
club contact Leader May Bach, U of I Extension 
Master Gardener and Master Naturalist at (309) 
397-5008 or send email to 
may.bach23455@yahoo.com or contact the U of 
I Extension Peoria office at 685-3140.  

Age 8-18 

Many young people don’t have someone to show them how to safely handle a 
firearm or bow. Think back to the person who taught you to shoot. The Illinois 4-H program needs adults 
willing to serve as mentors and share their passion of shooting sports. You can choose your discipline of 
interest: Shotgun, Rifle, Archery,  Pistol, and Hunting & Wildlife. To volunteer here’s what you need to do: 

1. Contact the Peoria Extension office at 685-3140 and complete the required forms and background 
checks. The Extension office will complete your registration. 

2. Complete a 3-hour online training module at home. 
3. Attend a 9-hour hands-on field day which runs from 9 AM to 7 PM.  
 *Saturday, June 5, 2021 - 4-H Memorial Camp, Monticello, IL 
 * Saturday, July 24, 2021 - Hull, IL 

file:///C:/Users/aswilkin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/8QLW2DEV/may.bach23455@yahoo.com


Invite a friend to join 4-H 

Get the latest news on the Peoria 

County 4-H Facebook page                                            

https://www.facebook.com/peoriacounty4h 

 

 

We love to hear what your club and its 
member are doing even during this challenging 
time. Please let us know how your club is adapting 
and if you are having virtual meetings. If not, that 
is ok, let us know if you have any members that are 
doing something creative , out of the ordinary or 
extra to help others. Submit your club meeting or 
other information to Cathy at ludolph@illinois.edu 
so we can highlight your club or members activities 
in the monthly newsletter. 

 

EDELSTEIN EAGER BEAVERS 

The Edelstein Eager Beaver 4-H club meeting for 
January 25 was cancelled due to bad weather, but 
we received updates and information via email.  
The club members participated in the birthday bag 
community project on their own.  We plan to meet 
on February 22 to create and laminate placemats 
for a nursing home.                                               
Submitted by Bethany Stahl.  

EDELSTEIN EAGER BEAVERS 

The Edelstein Eager Beavers had a 4-H meeting on 
Monday, February 22. We had 3 new members 
introduced. They are Autumn Coulter, Dalton 
Ehnle, and Jasper Hodel. Welcome to 4-H! We hope 
you have fun and make new friends! 

We discussed whether or not to have a bake sale 
(still undecided), the show book cover contest, next 
month's 4-H presentation night, and the online 
ethics requirement. Our leader also explained some 
things about 4-H to the new members. 

Our activity was making laminated placemats for 
the nursing home.  We decorated them with 
magazine pictures, photos, and stickers. Then we 
laminated them. Some people also brought birthday 
bags for local food pantries. 

4-H members and parents wore masks and sat 
with their family.  A snack-to-go was provided. 
Submitted by Bethany Stahl. 

If you haven’t already now is a good time to enroll or 
re-enroll in 4-H! The enrollment process is to be 
completed through the new 4-H Online 2.0, http://
v2.4honline.com. Here are some tips.  

Re-enrollment: If you are re-enrolling, DO NOT 
create a new profile. You will need the email address 
and password you created last year. If you can’t 
remember which email you used, please call the 
Extension office. If you forgot your password, just 
use the “Reset password?” option on the login 
screen. Once you make it to your “Member List” 
screen, simply select the youth or adult volunteer 
member you want to re-enroll by clicking on the 
“Enroll Now” next to their name. ALL adult 
volunteers will need to re-enroll, as well. Please edit 
any information that has changed. Your years in        
4-H, age, and grade should have transfer correctly, 
but double check everything. As this is a NEW 
version of 4-H Online, you will have to select any 
and all the projects you are interested in. 
Unfortunately, at this time, once you’ve submitted 
your enrollment, you won’t be able to add or remove 
projects. If you have already completed your 
enrollment, and need to add more projects, go ahead 
and contact the Extension office.  

New Enrollment: If you are adding a new youth to 
the family or just getting started in   4-H Online for 
the first time and having problems contact 
jschiere@illinois.edu or call the Peoria Extension 
office at 309-685-3140 for assistance. Remember, 
you will have to add at least one project to submit 
your enrollment. 

Please remember, you will not be activated until 
payment is received. If the annual 4-H Program Fee 
causes financial hardship to your family, please 
contact Cathy at Ludolph@illinois.edu or call the 
Extension office..  

Publications (4-H project manuals/workbooks) are 
no longer part of the 4-H Online system. Please 
check last months newsletter for information on 
ordering project manuals. 

https://www.facebook.com/peoriacounty4h
mailto:ludolph@illinois.edu


 

Host an international student: Host a Japanese youth this summer through 4-H International! 
Expand your family’s cultural understanding, learn about new foods and customs, and possibly 

learn a new language all while sharing your own. Your children will build lifelong friendships and will 
gain new perspectives on their own country too!  

SCHEDULE: Hosting takes place mid-July through mid-August.  

REQUIREMENTS: 

· Families hosting a youth must have a child the same gender and approximate age (12-18) as the 
incoming youth.  

· Youth must have a separate bed; a separate room is not required.  
· Host family selection is dependent on completion of an application and screening process, as well as 

student availability and personality compatibility.  
RECRUITMENT PERIOD:  January- May or until all placements are made 
Apply Today https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/ 

Cat, Dog, Horse, Poultry, and Rabbits  
If a 4-H member is taking Cat, Dog, Horse, Poultry, or Rabbits – They are required to complete Quality 
Assurance and Ethics training, one time during their 4-H years.  The website for that is:                         
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/qaec/ 

Animal Science Posters or Displays at 4-H General Show  
For any animal projects -- If a 4-H member is showing a poster or other display (not a live animal) at 
the  4-H General Show, they DO NOT have to do any type of ethics training.  They can do it if they want 
to.  It is still a good learning experience.  

Beef, Sheep, Swine, Goat, and Dairy Cattle (with live animals as a project)                             

Statewide requirement is that members in these projects must complete YQCA – Youth for the Quality 
Care of Animals, in order to show and be premium eligible.  

Must be done every year they are in the project.  Premiums are only given to those exhibitors who 
complete it.  State Fair entries will only be approved for those who complete it.  There are two options:  

 Youth may take training individually online at any time: http://yqca.org - Cost for this is $12 per 
person. Or                           

2. Youth may attend one in-person training, approx. one hour long. If you are unable to attend on the 
Peoria County date you can attend in a neighboring county if they have space.                                                   
In person training for Peoria County - Wednesday, May 5, 6:30 pm at the Kickapoo Township Hall—
go to https://learngrow.io - register with your 4-H Online information and then find the date May 5. 

- Pre-registration online is required for the in-person training. 

- $3 per person online payment ahead of time is required for an in-person training. IMPORTANT: 
 Participants must pay in advance - payment cannot be made the evening of the training. 

• Adults may attend with their kids, but do not register.  Adults may not be certified in this by 

https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/


Start planning now for a trip in 2022. 

Are you curious about daily life, culture, and youth programs in other countries? Travel abroad with 4‐H 
and experience foreign countries for a month‐long cultural immersion experience. Delegates live with 
volunteer host families and engage in experiential learning about a new way of life. 

TRAVEL PERIOD: 4 –8 weeks (dates vary by program June‐August) 

REQUIREMENTS: Youth ages 12‐18 (some programs 15‐18) 

Cost: $2700‐5000* Based on previous years (price varies by year, program and length of stay) 

RECRUITMENT PERIOD: September‐November  

https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/go-abroad/ 

Costa Rica · Japan · Korea · Norway · Finland · Romania · Taiwan · Argentina                                             
*Country availability changes each year 

For more information, visit https://www.states4hexchange.org/ or contact us by email: 

Miriam Rosenbohm at rosenbohm07@comcast.net or Elisha Hughes at ehugh2@illinois.edu 

https://www.facebook.com/illinoisstates4hexchange/   Instagram @states4hinternatonal 

You see them at state 4-H events in their bright 
green shirts. Now YOU can become an Illinois State     
4-H Youth Leadership Team member. 

Eligibility: Age 16 to 19  
Length of service: Two years 

Apply online: go.illinois.edu/4HYLT. Look for the 
“application” at the bottom of the page. 

Deadline: March 15, 2021 
 

The State Youth Leadership Team plans and 
implements the state Jr. Leadership Conference, plans 
and teaches the Speaking for Illinois 4-H program, 
and assists (behind the scenes and in front of the 
audience) for many other statewide events. Team 
members have the opportunity to serve on statewide 
planning committees and advisory groups, including 
the Illinois 4-H Foundation Board of Directors, 
Illinois Farm Bureau Youth Education Committee, 
Illini Summer Academies planning committee, and 
Teen Leadership Conference planning committee. 
Members also have the first opportunity to attend 
National 4-H Conference in Washington, D.C. each 

We’re proud to join the Invisalign® brand in 
their search for 100 deserving teens dedicated to 
making a difference in their communities to be 
recognized as Invisalign® ChangeMakers!  
  
Each of these teens will be celebrated at a virtual 
event and awarded $5,000 cash to fund their 
service projects or help support their 
educational or personal goals. Help us celebrate 
those making a difference by sharing with the 
teens and parents in your life!  
  
All teens ages 13 – 19 can apply now through 
March 31, 2021 by sharing how they’re creating 
positive change in their communities, schools 
and world.  
 
Apply here: https://
invischangemakers.smapply.io/prog/
invisalign_changemakers/ 

https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/go-abroad/
mailto:rosenbohm07@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/illinoisstates4hexchange/
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/programs/leadership/illinois-state-4-h-youth-leadership-team
https://invischangemakers.smapply.io/prog/invisalign_changemakers/
https://invischangemakers.smapply.io/prog/invisalign_changemakers/
https://invischangemakers.smapply.io/prog/invisalign_changemakers/


Electrical and Computer Engineering  
We introduce, circuits, Algorithms, optics/photonics, 
Audio processing, and power/energy through interactive 
lessons. Lessons introduce how: to design and conduct 
experiments, to use control theory to make machines do 
what we want, the power grid operates, and basic 
circuits and optical elements work. Host College of 
Engineering Host Department Electrical and Computer 
Engineering. Cost: $300 

 
Veterinary Medicine  

Are you interested in animals, medicine, ER and science? 
Do you like helping people? Do you like unraveling 
mysteries? Do you like real challenges? If you answered 
yes to these questions, then the wide world of veterinary 
medicine just may be for you. Veterinarians have a 
strong interest and ability in science. They enjoy 
working with people as well as with animals. Take a step 
into the world of veterinary medicine and see what 
veterinary school is like, learn about the different 
aspects of veterinary medicine, and more. Participants in 
the veterinary medicine academy will learn about the 
science of veterinary medicine, anatomy, immunology, 
public health, wildlife medicine, large and small animal 
medicine, and more. Participants will participate in 
clinical equine rounds, dissect owl pellets, learn about 
veterinary specialty fields such as surgery, pathology, 
disease outbreak, and so much more. Open to youth who 
have completed at least their 10th grade of high school 
by the time of the conference. No repeat attendees. 
Some materials issued as a part of this academy should 
be handled with care and under supervision. Host 
College Veterinary Medicine, Host Department Office of 
Public Engagement. Cost: $160  
 
Future Teacher Academy  

Do you want to be the change you want to see in the 
world? Do you enjoy teaching others about something 
you love, helping people, and motivating others to do 
their best? Future Teacher Academy is a great 
opportunity for high school students thinking about a 
career as a teacher. We will connect you with award-
winning teachers to help you begin envisioning yourself 
as a teacher, to think about your classroom leadership 
style, to practice teaching strategies that help students 
learn, and learn how to teach for social justice. We will 
also connect you with college students studying to be 
teachers to ask questions to and learn from. This 
academy is open to rising 9th - 12th grade students with 
a desire to be a teacher. Host College Education, Host 
Department College of Education, Partnership Golden 
Apple. Cost: $75 

Invite a friend to join 4-H 

The Illini Summer Academies will be virtual this 

summer! With the recent risks of COVID 19, Illinois     

4-H is bringing the University of Illinois campus to 

our youth across the state! Registration opened on 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021.   

Trailblazer scholarship: Do you feel like a 

Trailblazer? Like you’ve paved the way for others 

around you? Be a part of the virtual Illini Summer 

Academies experience and get the opportunity to 

attend a college exploratory camp that you will 

never forget! The Trailblazer scholarship is open to 

first generation, low income youth in the state of 

Illinois. This is a full scholarship!  Apply by 

February 28, 2021  
 
Visit our website for more information: For more 
information, visit our website or contact us at:  
illini-4h@illinois.edu 

The Minnesota 4-H Photography Committee is 
encouraging all youth across the Midwest in grades 
K-13 to capture light and dark tones through 
the Black & White Photography Challenge! We 
invite all youth from the 12 North Central states to 
participate in this challenge. 

Youth will need to register through a google form. 
Youth can participate by emailing up to three black 
and white images of any subject to 
fourhphoto@umn.edu by 11:59 p.m. on March 15. 
Volunteer photography judges will provide feedback 
on the galleries. Prizes will be awarded to the top 
images and random prize drawing winners will also 
be recognized. 

Promotional materials (rules, press release, canva 
image, etc.) can be found here.  

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/events/illini-summer-academies
mailto:illini-4h@illinois.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/z.umn.edu/BlackandWhitePhotos__;!!DZ3fjg!qkXTprRnVCF0y6j15WObqFNB0df5iS8fhD_V6XQoiadVxXq-Z3ADLH-c0x6UPCat-w$
mailto:fourhphoto@umn.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KheGZCACRwohbeT6xd12dvj_lZHIEPkZ?usp=sharing__;!!DZ3fjg!qkXTprRnVCF0y6j15WObqFNB0df5iS8fhD_V6XQoiadVxXq-Z3ADLH-c0x7YTCm8JA$


Save the World with ACE  

Through hands-on scenarios and role-playing, students 
will solve real-world dilemmas facing agricultural and 
consumer economists relating to food security, trading, 
financial markets, the environment, and policymaking. 
Some of these activities include: 1. The Tragedy of the 
Commons- tackle over-fishing in this simulation 
through cooperation and economics. 2. Trial by Fire- 
Act out a role in the court room as you litigate your way 
to success. 3. The PIT- Experience real-world market 
volatility as you trade commodities and try to come out 
ahead. 4. The Food Security Lottery- role the dice and 
see what factors influence your household's ability to 
buy food. 5. So You Want to Buy Some Ice Cream- 
Experience all the ups and downs of supply chains and 
pricing as you make a simple purchase and so much 
more! Host College of ACES, Host Department 
Agricultural and Consumer Economics. Cost $75  
 

Going Nuts for Environmental Sciences!  

Are you a fan of urban wildlife? Do you have an interest 
in topics like animal behavior, population densities, or 
urban ecology? Do you have a love of sciurid rodents, 
particularly squirrels? Join us this summer in a field-
based undergraduate research experience focusing on 
these fascinating little critters. Students will develop a 
research question, collect data, and contribute data to a 
national database to aid in building comparative 
datasets of our fuzzy little friends. All students will be 
able to complete all work from the comfort of their own 
neighborhoods! Hope to see you there! Host College 
ACES, Host Department Natural Resources and 
Environmental Sciences. Cost: $75  
 
Explore Family & Relationships Science  

Learn more about your relationships with friends and 
parents. What about romantic relationships? Can 
science tell you anything about what you will argue 
about most or how you can cope with stress? As part of 
this academy, you will meet current U of I students in 
HDFS, discover more about yourself, and learn about 
careers focused on working with other people. There’s a 
lot to discover! Host College ACES, Host Department 
Human Development and Family Studies. Cost: $75 
 

Honeybees and Beekeeping  

Learn the biology and behaviors of honeybees and their 
colonies. Learn the hive equipment and tools. You will 
put together your own hive body. See how to set up a 
hive with a package of bees, see how bees work in the 
hive, store food, raise the brood. Learn to manage your 
bees and to keep them healthy. The bees are critical for 
pollinating some of our specialty crops and helping us 
have a good food supply. Learn some best management 
practices to preserve/increase their foraging habitats. 
Discover how to help them so they can continue to help 
us. Host Department Entomology, Host College Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. Cost: $155  

Media and Communications Academy--Telling 
the stories about Ag and the Environment  

Are you interested in writing, photography or working 
with websites/social media? Do you like sharing cool 
information with people? Learn how to apply various 
communication skills to relay information about food, 
animals, agriculture and the environment to the world! 
Join us in the ALEC Program to experience an interactive 
academy filled with discovery and fun! You will learn 
how to gather information, write and edit a story, take 
awesome photos to support your story, and publish your 
story online on a website! We will learn about careers 
and a few other things along the way, too! Host College 
ACES, Host Department Ag Leadership, Education and 
Communications Program. Cost: $125 
 
Animal Sciences Academy  

Though virtual, the Animal Sciences Academy will give   
4-H’ers unique hands on experiences in animal 
production and management. An introduction of the 
Animal Sciences Department will provide insight into the 
vast opportunities available in the animal agriculture 
industry. Participants will be able to “Learn by Doing” as 
they follow along with guided activities provided by top 
educators in companion animal and production livestock. 
The Animal Sciences Academy will leave the participants 
with a better understanding of how to care for their 
animals and where their food comes from. Host College 
ACES, Host Department Animal Sciences. Cost: $95  
 
Feeding a Growing Population: Food Production, 
Technology, Plant Behavior and Crops of the 
Future  

Did you know food production connects people 
worldwide, and with the ever-increasing human 
population, our agricultural system must produce 
enough food to feed everyone? Join us to learn how Crop 
Sciences is helping feed billions. You'll receive the 
necessary supplies in the mail to virtually connect with 
Crop Sciences faculty for hands-on activities and 
discussions about food production, plant behaviors, 
agricultural technology, and the connection between 
local and international agriculture. Bonus: you'll also 
test and taste popcorn while learning how scientists are 
developing crops of the future. Host College ACES, Host 
Department Crop Sciences. Cost $75 
 

Business Academy  

Are you interested in Finance, Accountancy, 
Management? If so, this Academy is for you! Participants 
will learn the effects of personal and professional 
investments, while exploring different business careers 
that will help you start building your professional toolkit 
for a variety of career and education pathways. 
Participants must have access to Microsoft suite—
specifically Word and Excel. Host College Gies College of 
Business, Host Department Office of Undergraduate 
Affairs. Cost $75 
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