
Breaking the QR Code
How to use QR Codes for Communications 



QR Codes 
in the Wild



Flyer 

Sticker 

Banner 





What is a QR Code? 
• Short for “quick-response” code

• A barcode associated with a URL

• Scannable with the camera on a 
smartphone or tablet

• Allows you to put a lot of information 
in a small space



QR Codes solve a problem 
for you and your user

They prompt someone to access 
more information immediately

…If you use them in the right place 



☑ On printed materials
☑ To get somewhere helpful
☑ To get directly to the content

Yes!



NOPE
X  In a digital space
X  Permanent pieces 
X  On billboards
X  For an audience that doesn’t 

understand how to use it



The QR Code Should The Design Should 

Be at least 1” wide 
Be black 

Be on a solid white background 
Not be skewed / tilted

Not be fuzzy

Only have one QR code 
Include the link as a short URL 

Have a call to action
Leave space around the QR code

Be tested





But why shouldn’t 
a QR go on: 
• Social media? 
• An email? 
• A webpage? 
• A text? 



Because…
• It’s not made for digital spaces
• There are better ways to share the information

• Link, short URL, embedded post, etc.
• It’s an extra, unnecessary step for the user
• It makes us look unprofessional



REMEMBER
QR Codes are only 
a useful shortcut 
if they work



OK, but how 
do I make one?!
Webtools or Canva –
take your pick! 



webtools.illinois.edu











go.illinois.edu/QRcode

Need help? 
Scan for our handy guide! 



LET’S GET

QR Code Curious!
How is your unit using QR 
codes? Where can you see 
your unit using QR codes? 

• On a flyer to condense information 
• Enrollment flyers for 4-H
• Survey for students linking to a Google 

form
• Family Life uses for evaluations at the end 

of presentations
• 4-H flyers to google form
• Printed flyer that leads to a webinar
• Interested in using for surveys, advertising
• On postcards
• Job hiring flyer
• Farm Stroll brochure – to maps 
• On 4-H posters at the fair 
• Master Gardener business cards
• 4-H information desk 
• In 4-H fair showbook
• For plant identification in gardens 
• Tree identification signs on trees
• Library mailers 
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Questions? 
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